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CALL TO ORDER

The Regular Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to order at 7:00
PM by President Favo in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 767
Fifth Street, Oakmont, Pennsylvania 15139.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Present: Council Members Donovan, Milberger, Ride, Saxon, Scott,
Vagley and President Favo; Solicitor Shoop; Borough Manager
Jamison and Assistant Borough Secretary Jensen

Absent: Mayor Fescemyer and Chief DiSanti

Visitors: Elena Colianni, Bruce Corna, George Guido, Craig Olson and
Bill Peoples

PUBLIC HEARING – Edgewater Development/California Avenue Sidewalks

Kacin’s Bruce Corna presented alternatives to removing the trees along the
California Avenue side of their property in order to be able to install sidewalks
along the south side of California Avenue. He said that they could not save
the trees along this edge of their property and still be in compliance with ADA
regulations and the Borough’s Code.

President Favo asked Mr. Corna about the possibility of moving the sidewalk
approximately one foot in from the property lines along California Avenue. Mr.
Corna said he could not do that “because it was private property.”

Vice President Ride felt that the existing trees, if removed, could be replaced,
whereas the sidewalks would last for many, many years. Ms. Vagley noted
that Council had just recently encouraged everyone in Oakmont to make
repairs to their sidewalks if needed for the sake of safety, and that allowing
Kacin to forego a sidewalk would seem to contradict Council’s intent with the
rest of the town’s sidewalks.

The Planning Commission had recommended to Council that the existing
trees be saved. If approved by Council, this would also entail having to
amend the approved Plan of Lots to account for the lack of sidewalks on
California Avenue.

After further discussion, Ms. Vagley moved that the recommendation of the
Planning Commission to save the existing trees along the south side of
California Avenue and amend the approved plan to eliminate sidewalks along
California Avenue not be accepted, but rather that the trees be eliminated and
the sidewalks installed.

Vice President Ride seconded the motion.
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On a called vote, the votes were as follows:

Mr. Donovan Yes Ms. Saxon Yes
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes
Mr. Milberger Yes Ms. Vagley Yes
Vice President Ride Yes

The motion passed 7 to 0.

BID OPENING – Allegheny River Boulevard and Delaware Avenue
Reconstruction

Borough Manager Jamison announced that the company, Investment &
Enterprise, Inc., had handed in their bid 10 minutes late, and so were
disqualified from bidding.

Mr. Jamison opened the rest of the bids with the results as follows:

Bidder Base Bid Alternate Bid
Joe Palmieri Construction $80,450.00 $10,600.00
Pampena Landscaping $58,185.00 $5,200.00
Santamaria Landscaping $59,065.00 $5,000.00

Mr. Milberger then offered a motion to award the contract to Pampena
Landscaping, in the amount of $58,185.00 for the Base Bid and $5,200.00 for
the Alternate Bid, pending review by the Borough Engineer.

Ms. Vagley seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0.

REGISTERED COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Maple Way – Rita DeLellis said she had attended a Council Meeting on June
6, 2010 to speak to Council about road conditions and overgrown vegetation
on Maple Way. She thanked the Borough Manager for taking care of the
vegetation and asked if this could be done on a regular basis throughout the
summer months. Mr. Jamison said he thought he could work it into the Street
Crew’s schedule.

Ms. DeLellis also asked about paving the street and wanted to know what was
being done about the portion of the street near the top that had started to
subside. President Favo explained how Borough streets are evaluated by the
Engineer for paving. Mr. Jamison said he would send crews up that week to
stabilize the subsidence and secure the area with guardrails for the time
being.

The other registered speaker, Don Kintner, did not address Council.

Sewage Billing Proposals – President Favo asked Pennsylvania Municipal
Service Company (PaMS) President Rich Lear to address Council and take
their questions concerning the PaMS proposal to take over the sewage billing
for the Borough. The current billing agent, the Municipal Authority (Oakmont
Water Authority), was not present to address Council.

A question-and-answer period and a lengthy discussion followed concerning
all aspects of sewage fee collection in the event that PaMS would get the
contract. The discussion period ended with Council members agreeing to
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send any further questions they had to the Borough Manager. Mr. Jamison is
to obtain answers to Council’s questions from both proposers.

Mr. Donovan added that he wanted to see some clarification on postage
charges from both entities. Mr. Favo said he wanted financials from the Water
Authority. Ms. Ride asked that both parties get to look at the comparison chart
drawn up by Mr. Jamison.

Council had requested, and obtained, a 15-day extension for notification of
contract cessation with the Water Authority. Council now has until October 15
to notify the Water Authority if the Borough wishes to cancel their sewer billing
contract with them. Council will vote on this issue at the October 11, 2010
Regular Meeting.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Comprehensive Plan Hearing - President Favo announced that a Public
Hearing would be held on October 18, 2010 on the proposed Comprehensive
Plan for the Borough.

New Noise Ordinance – President Favo asked Council to review, once again,
the sample ordinances on noise control. He said he felt the recently
distributed sample from Allegheny Township did not address such items as
noise from lawnmowers and leaf blowers.

The Borough’s new Noise Ordinance will be placed on the Regular Meeting
Agenda of October 11, 2010 for adoption.

TIF for Brooks & Blair Developers – Mr. Favo reported that the Riverview
School District had agreed to participate in a committee to discuss tax
incremental financing (TIF) for the proposed Brooks & Blair development of
the former Edgewater property. He did not know which School District Board
member had been chosen to sit on the committee.

2011 Budget – President Favo asked Mr. Jamison to hand out the Borough
financials at the next Work Session in preparation for 2011 Budget
discussions.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Solicitor Shoop had nothing to report at that time.

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence to read at that time.

BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT

Sewer Billing Contract Extension – Mr. Jamison repeated that the Water
Authority had agreed to allow the Borough a 15-day extension on their sewer
billing contract stipulation that the Water Authority be given a notice of intent
to discontinue the contract within 90 days of the end of the contract period.

Sale of Extra Yard Waste Containers - Mr. Scott said he had experimented
with sanding the Borough logo off the yard waste containers so that other
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communities might be able to purchase and use the containers. He asked for
a bit more time to try a few other methods of removing the logo from the
containers.

Sidewalk Repairs – The Borough Manager reported that his inspection of
repairs was complete and that a report would be ready momentarily.
President Favo said he wanted Second Notices to go out to all those who
hadn’t repaired their sidewalks yet.

Traffic Line Painting – Mr. Jamison said he was bringing the traffic line
painters back for a day, or day-and-a-half, to paint lines around Tenth Street
School and along the Ironwood Way crosswalks there.

Mr. Milberger said he felt Mr. Jamison was doing a fantastic job and was an
asset to the community. Ms. Saxon concurred with this statement.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Monthly Police Report – Due to the absence of Chief DiSanti, no Police
Report for August 2010 was read out loud to those present.

Monthly OVFD Report - Fire Chief Bill Peoples reported on the Fire
Department’s activities for August 2010. He told President Favo that he could
not hear him from the audience.

Utility Wires - He also complained that they had received several calls about
downed utility wires. He said he wanted this to be taken care of, and if it was
not, “We’re gonna cut these down.”

OVFD Open House – Fire Department President Craig Olson announced that
there would an Open House held at the Fire Hall on October 9, from 1:00 PM
to 4:00 PM. He asked for permission to close off Virginia Avenue from Fifth
Street to Dogwood Way for the event.

President Favo told him to make arrangements with the Street Department to
block off the street.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Milberger offered a motion to approve the Minutes from the Regular
Meeting of August 9, 2010, as written. Ms. Saxon seconded the motion.

The motion passed, 7 to 0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Financial Committee

Warrants – Vice President Ride moved to approve the Warrant List for August
2010, dated September 13, 2010, showing the following expenditures:

Fund Amount

General Fund $152,959.79
Boulevard Project Fund $6,719.56
Kerr Museum Fund $1,175.05
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Library Fund $32,713.33
Liquid Fuels Fund $6,823.94
Sewer Fund $66,816.37
Sewer Deposit Fund $245.20
Capital Fund (Parks) $4,400.00
Capital Fund (Roads) $9,122.50
Capital Reserve Fund $ -0-
Operating Reserve Fund $ -0-

Mr. Scott seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0.

Bond Refinancing – Vice President Ride reported that President Favo, Mr.
Jamison and she had met with a financial advisor about refinancing the bonds
currently held by the Borough to obtain a lower interest rate.

President Favo asked Solicitor Shoop if the Sewer Fund Bond had to stay in
the Sewer Fund, or if it could be moved to the General Fund, instead. Mr.
Shoop said the bonds could be consolidated and put into the General Fund.
He added that his law firm could assist the Borough in selecting a reputable
firm to accomplish the refinancing.

Public Safety Committee

Segelson Approved for OVFD Eligibility List – Mr. Scott offered a motion to
approve the addition of Garrett Segelson, 601 Edgewood Avenue, to the
Oakmont Volunteer Fire Department Eligibility List.

Mr. Donovan seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0.

Plum Street Vegetation – Mr. Scott requested that the overgrown vegetation
be cut down at the intersection of Plum Street and Dark Hollow Road, as well
as near a small white house also nearby on Plum Street. He felt the
vegetation hindered driving visibility and was dangerous.

Planning and Economic Development Committee

Morning Rush Hour Traffic – With regard to the number of Hulton Road
drivers who are turning off onto Wade Lane to avoid Hulton Road traffic in the
mornings, Ms. Vagley said a resident had suggested that Oakmont Avenue be
closed off from 7:00 AM to 9:00 AM to discourage this.

Riverside Park Use Policy – Ms. Vagley said the Recreation Board was
aware that there was a need for a policy on how Riverside Park is used. They
are requesting permission from Council to go ahead with the interim form they
have prepared and evolve a formal policy for Council’s approval by January.

Ms. Vagley then offered a motion to accept the Oakmont Recreation Board’s
registration form for Riverside Park for the rest of the year.

Ms. Saxon seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0.

Ms. Ride also suggested seeing if the School District has a form for the same
purpose; Mr. Shoop suggested reviewing the County’s park use form, too.

Public Works Committee

Amendment to Sewer Use Ordinance – After a brief explanation, Mr.
Milberger offered a motion to authorize the Solicitor to draw up an amendment
to the Borough’s Sewer Use Ordinance with regard to laterals.



Oakmont Borough Council 91

Minutes of the Regular Meeting September 13, 2010

Minutes obc 9.13.10.docx

Ms. Vagley seconded the motion.

Mr. Donovan asked if the amendment would mean that homeowners would be
charged to repair sinkholes in the Borough’s street. Mr. Jamison said the
intent of the amendment would be to make the resident responsible for his or
her entire lateral, up to where it connects to the Borough’s main line. The
Borough would be responsible for fixing the sinkhole, the resident for repairing
his or her lateral, he said.

President Favo asked Mr. Shoop to draft the amendment in time for Council’s
review at the next Work Session on October 4, 2010. Mr. Shoop said that he
would.

The motion passed 7 to 0.

Sinkholes/Catch Basins – Mr. Milberger gave a brief update on the work
currently being done on catch basins and sinkholes around town. Those that
involve storm water will be charged to Capital Fund (Roads); those that
involve sanitary water will be taken out of the Sewer Fund budget.

Communication & Code Committee

Verizon FIOS – Ms. Saxon explained that the Borough is not the party
responsible for residents in the Borough being unable to get FIOS. Verizon
has not provided the Borough with a contract yet for the Borough to approve
Verizon providing this service, and until they do, they cannot offer this service
to Borough residents.

Legal, Zoning & Land Use Committee

Litigation – Mr. Donovan said the topics he wished to discuss that evening
had to do with litigation issues and therefore had to be discussed in Executive
Session.

UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS – President Favo referred those present to
the list of public meetings itemized in the Agenda, noting that dates were
correct as of publication of the Agenda.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

No one present in the audience came forward to speak at that time.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

Sewer Billing Contract - Mr. Milberger asked his fellow Council members to
get their billing questions to the Borough Manager as soon as possible. He
also asked the Borough Manager to prepare a side-by-side summary of costs
from both PaMS and the Water Authority.

Mr. Donovan said he would also like to see a breakdown of the costs to the
Borough and the costs to the resident from both billing services. Mr. Favo
said the billing method used by the Water Authority had perplexed him for
years.
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ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to conduct that evening, Mr. Milberger offered
a motion to adjourn to Executive Session. Mr. Scott seconded the motion,
which passed 7 to 0.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

L. C. Jensen
Assistant Borough Secretary


