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The Regular Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to
order at 7:30 PM by President Winkler.

Present: Messrs. Benusa, Favo, Fitchwell, Kennedy, Myers, and
President Winkler, members of Council; Mayor Peoples;
and, Roger A. Dunlap, Jr., Borough Manager and Ex-
Officio Borough Secretary

Absent: Messrs. Bland and Shoop

Visitors: Dan Arnone, Nick Gentile, Teresita Kolenchak, Kristie
Linden, Maria Lucjak, Melissa Lucjak, Katherine
McGinness, Toni Messina, Chief Robert B. Moyer,
Samantha Mroz, Jack M. Myers, Steven Myers, Laura
Procaccio and Brandon Tinker

All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

The following reports from Borough Officers and Departments were
circulated among the members of Council for examination and
review:

Borough Treasurer’s Report for the month of April 2005, dated April
30, 2005, shows a Book Balance in the General Fund, as of April
30, 2005, of $181,787.77

Police Department Report for the month of April 2005;

Wage Tax Report of Collections for the month of April 2005;

Hoffman Kennel Report for the month of April 2005;

Secretary’s Report of Collections for the month of April 2005; and,

Volunteer Fire Department Report for the month of April 2005.

Mr. Kennedy offered a motion to accept the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of April 11, 2005, as circulated to the members of Borough
Council.

Mr. Benusa seconded the motion, and all those members of Council
present voted in the affirmative.

President Winkler announced that this Regular Meeting would be
adjourned at the end of the evening to May 23, when the
Conditional Use and Public Hearing on the Walgreens property would
be heard. The Borough Manager arranged for the Hearing Notice to
be advertised, and the property posted, as required. On May 18,
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the Planning Commission will meet and prepare a recommendation
on the proposed Walgreens plan to Council.

Mayor Peoples cautioned residents that vehicular thefts were
continuing. He asked citizens, again, to be sure to lock their
vehicles, even if sitting in their driveways. Mayor Peoples also
reminded residents of the Memorial Day Parade on May 30.

Mr. Favo offered Resolution No. R18-2005, and moved for its
adoption, for the approval of Claims from the General Fund (Fund
#1, Voucher Nos. 21522 to 21639) in the amount of $198,114.01;
from the Payroll Fund (Fund #2, Voucher Nos. 6037 to 6045) in the
amount of $104,709.40; from the Sewer Revenue Fund (Fund #6,
Voucher Nos. 6360 to 6409) in the amount of $159,808.69; from
the Library Fund (Voucher Nos. 2834 to 2856) in the amount of
$201,947.25; and, from the Centennial Fund (Voucher Nos. 345 to
356) in the amount of $2,299.56, for a total of $666,878.91.

Mr. Fitchwell seconded the motion, and all those members of
Council present voted in the affirmative.

President Winkler declared the resolution adopted. Recorded in
Ordinance Book Volume 29, Page 43, as Resolution No. R18-2005.

Mr. Favo offered Ordinance No. O19-2005, and moved that it be
placed on First Reading, an ordinance relative to the establishment
and maintenance of employees’ pension, annuity, insurance and
benefit fund or funds, to amend certain provisions of the Pension
Plan or Program applicable to the Police employees of the Borough
of Oakmont.

Mr. Myers seconded the motion, and all those members of Council
present voted in the affirmative to enact the ordinance.

President Winkler declared the Ordinance enacted. Recorded in
Ordinance Book Volume 29, Page 44, as Ordinance No. O19-2005.

Mr. Favo offered Resolution No. R20-2005, and moved for its
adoption, a resolution adopting and establishing a 457 Deferred
Compensation Retirement Plan for the exclusive benefit of Oakmont
Borough employees.

Mr. Fitchwell seconded the motion.

President Winkler noted that this plan would be in addition to what
is already in place for Borough employees. Borough Manager Dunlap
added that there was no cost to the Borough for this plan.

All those members of Council present voted in the affirmative.
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President Winkler declared the resolution adopted. Recorded in
Ordinance Book Volume 29, Page 45, as Resolution No. R20-2005.

Mr. Favo offered a motion to authorize the execution of an
Agreement with Pittsburgh United for Life-Saving Emergencies for
the deployment of automated external defibrillators (AED’s) in the
Oakmont Carnegie Library.

Mr. Kennedy seconded the motion, which passed.

Mr. Favo offered Resolution No. R21-2005, and moved for its
adoption, a resolution appointing Roger A. Dunlap, Jr. as Chief
Administrative Officer of the Borough of Oakmont Police and
General Employees’ Pension Plans.

Mr. Fitchwell seconded the motion, and all those members of
Council present voted in the affirmative.

President Winkler declared the resolution adopted. Recorded in
Ordinance Book Volume 29, Page 46, as Resolution No. R21-2005.

Mr. Favo offered a motion to adopt a Letter of Intent with the
Governor’s Center for Local Government Services for technical
assistance in the selection of financial management software for the
Borough Office.

Mr. Kennedy seconded the motion.

Mr. Fitchwell asked about the cost for this assistance. Mr. Dunlap
said there would be no cost for this service, which is offered
through the Center for Local Government Services.

All those members of Council present voted in the affirmative.

Mr. Benusa offered a motion to authorize the execution of an
Agreement with Nestor Resources, Inc. of Valencia, Pennsylvania,
for Program and Grant Application Implementation Support with a
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection Act 101, 902
Recycling Grant, at an hourly rate of $68 per hour, in an amount not
to exceed $2000.

Mr. Myers seconded the motion.

Mr. Dunlap explained that Nestor would be able to assist the
Borough in processing their grant application with DEP. Once this
occurs, the Borough should be able to obtain additional equipment
for recycling, with a long-term goal of eventually covering all
consulting costs through this grant.

All those members of Council present voted in the affirmative.
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Mr. Dunlap reported that the one bid received for 2005 Pavement
Sealing was opened that day at 3:30 PM. The only bidder was
Pavement Technology, Inc. with a bid of $35,095.54.

Borough Engineer Andrew W. Blenko reviewed the bid, and noting
that it was lower than anticipated, pronounced all to be in order and
recommended accepting it.

President Winkler said that Council Member Benusa wanted to
review the bid first before awarding it. No formal action was taken
on the contract.

Mr. Fitchwell offered a motion to authorize the execution of an
agreement with Environmental Planning & Design, LLC of Pittsburgh,
in strict accordance with the May 3, 2005 proposal for the
preparation of an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance establishing a
Mixed-Use Zoning District and Riverfront Zoning Overlay.

Mr. Kennedy seconded the motion.

Mr. Winkler said the Planning Commission had been working with
EPD for over a year-and-a-half on the Borough’s Comprehensive Plan
and various Edgewater-related issues.

Mr. Benusa asked if a time frame was specified in the agreement.
Mr. Dunlap said the agreement stipulated a two-month time frame.
He added that the Borough was free to specify a “60-day from
agreement date” time frame, if so desired.

Mr. Benusa also requested that a cost-not-to-be-exceeded level be
specified. Mr. Dunlap said the cost noted was $8,753.00.

Rephrasing the motion, Mr. Fitchwell offered a motion to authorize
the execution of an agreement with Environmental Planning &
Design, LLC of Pittsburgh, in strict accordance with the May 3,
2005 proposal, for the preparation of an amendment to the Zoning
Ordinance to establish a Mixed-Use Zoning District and Riverfront
Zoning Overlay, for 60 days from execution of the agreement, and
not to exceed $8,753.00.

Mr. Kennedy seconded the motion, and all those members of
Council present voted in the affirmative.

By way of updating Council on major agenda items of the Planning
Commission, Mr. Dunlap said they had been working on the
contents of their recommendation to Council on the Walgreens
proposal, and had also held a pre-application conference with Brooks
& Blair, relative to their development project at the former
Edgewater Steel property.
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Mr. Myers offered a motion to authorize the execution of Pay
Application No. 15 for the Oakmont Carnegie Library renovation, in
the aggregate amount of $131,731.79.

Mr. Benusa seconded the motion.

President Winkler commended those connected with this project for
their “diligence and good oversight.”

Mr. Myers reported that the new part of the Library would be
opening up soon. The original part is still under construction. The
new Library entrance will be on the Pennsylvania Avenue side of the
structure, across from the Giant Eagle entrance/exit. Mr. Myers
expected the dedication ceremony to be held some time this
summer.

All those members of Council present voted in the affirmative.

Council Member Kennedy reviewed summer activities at Riverside
Park once again. The Riverside Community Church will be holding a
service at the Park on May 15; the Relay for Life will be held on
June 3, 4 and 5; and, the Antique Car Show on June 19. He noted
that there will be no Arts and Crafts Show this year because, since
the show date was changed, they had received only 16
reservations. He thought, perhaps, that it was time to move on with
this particular annual event.

Jack Myers, 636 Valley Street, addressed Council about a water
main break that affected his property, and for which the Water
Company has refused his claim for damages. Mr. Myers said the
line was 75 years old and could break again at any time. He feels it
should be replaced.

Mr. Benusa said the Water Company was not connected to the
Borough, but that the Municipal Authority Board of Governors met
every third Monday of the month at 7:00 PM if he wanted to
approach them over this issue.

Mr. Fitchwell, who is on the Board of the Water Company, asked
Mr. Myers to provide him with a copy of the letter denying Mr.
Myers’ request for reimbursement of the damages.

Mr. Myers also asked when the Borough intended to clean out Plum
Creek. He felt it still needed more work after the flood. Mr. Benusa
said he was not sure the State allowed the Borough to do any work
of the creek. If workers are allowed in the creek, he thought that
Watershed volunteers might be able to do the work.

President Winkler addressed the students present that evening.
They were from Springdale and were auditing the meeting for a
class requirement.
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Next, Mr. Winkler announced that St. Paul’s Baptist Church, at
Second Street and Delaware Avenue, was celebrating its 100th

Anniversary on September 18. Mr. Kennedy, as Borough
representative, will be attending the celebration ceremonies.

Mr. Myers asked if he could have a new recycling can, because he
lost his original container in the flood. Mr. Myers was able to obtain
a container at no cost.

Laura Procaccio, 12 Greenwich Court, addressed Council regarding
various comments she was hearing from fellow Commons residents.
In particular, Ms. Procaccio wanted to know if the Borough had
deliberately stopped flood clean-up work in and around the
Commons, when certain Commons residents filed a Notice of Intent
to File Suit against the Borough.

President Winkler said that this was absolutely not the case, and
that the total cost of flood clean-up to the Borough was over
$120,000, only a portion of which has been reimbursed by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

Mr. Benusa commented that he was not sure why residents were
coming to such conclusions, that Council “would not be so little to
do something like that,” and that it would not make sense to stop
flood clean-up for any reason.

Ms. Procaccio asked if dumping would be continued at the
Borough’s composting facility. Mr. Benusa said Council was
currently evaluating the composting to see if it made sense
economically.

Mr. Favo noted that the Borough does receive some monies each
year from the State for recycling. Mayor Peoples reminded those
present that the site had been in use for some 50 years, and that
the Borough does have a permit from the State, allowing for the
operation of this facility.

Mr. Winkler thanked Ms. Procaccio for coming before Council to
clarify what she had heard. He encouraged all residents to call if
they have questions about flood-related activities, and said he felt
the Borough had been very diligent and responsible throughout this
difficult time.

There being no further business to conduct that evening, Mr.
Kennedy moved to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM to the Conditional Use
Hearing of May 23, 2005.
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Roger A. Dunlap, Jr., Borough Manager
and Ex-Officio Borough Secretary

Transcribed by: L. C. Jensen


