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The Regular Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to
order at 7:30 PM by President Winkler.

Present: Messrs. Benusa, Bland, Favo, Fitchwell, Kennedy, and
President Winkler, members of Council; Mayor Peoples;
and, Mrs. Brown, Interim Borough Manager and Ex-Officio
Borough Secretary

Excused: Mr. Myers and Solicitor Shoop

Visitors: August Armocida, Glenn Armocida, Andrew Blenko, Walt
Brotherton, Pat Creighan, Teresa Creighan, Teresita
Kolenchak, Kristie Linden, Chief Robert B. Moyer, Michele
Poydence, Joe Rakowski, Curt Stauffer, Mary Ann
Stauffer and Chris Tekely

All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

The following reports from Borough Officers and Departments were
circulated among the members of Council for examination and
review:

Borough Treasurer’s Report for the month of January 2005, dated
January 31, 2005, shows a Book Balance in the General Fund, as of
January 31, 2005, of $140,087.14;

Police Department Report for the month of January 2005;

Wage Tax Report of Collections for the month of January 2005;

Hoffman Kennel Report for the month of January 2005;

Secretary’s Report of Collections for the month of January 2005;
and,

Volunteer Fire Department Report for the month of January 2005.

Mr. Kennedy offered a motion to accept the Minutes of the Regular
Meeting of January 10, 2005 and the Adjourned Meeting of January
17, 2005, as circulated to the members of Borough Council.

Mr. Bland seconded the motion, and all those members of Council
present voted in the affirmative.

Acting Borough Manager Adeline Brown read a letter, received
January 27, 2005, from the Office of the Allegheny County Chief
Executive, regarding the County’s flood relief program to reduce
assessments on those properties damaged in the flood of September
17, 2004.
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Mrs. Brown reported that a County representative had been in town
last week doing a door-to-door assessment of damages. Not all
properties in the Commons will have their assessments reduced,
noted Mrs. Brown, only those affected by the flood.

Mrs. Brown read a letter, from Heidi Dolan, supporting the continued
use of fire sirens and complaining about the damage done by the
Bradford Pear trees planted by the Borough in front of residents’
properties.

Mr. Winkler said he thought there had been a misunderstanding
about the fire sirens, that it had been an issue of whether or not to
replace a particular siren, but was never about eliminating a siren.

Mrs. Brown read a letter from Dan Monaco, owner of Hoffstot’s and
Chelsea’s Restaurants in Oakmont. Mr. Monaco reported an
increase in the number of vehicles parked in front of his restaurants
all day, now that the bus route had been changed to Allegheny
Avenue.. This has reduced the availability of parking spaces for his
restaurant clientele.

Mayor Peoples said that he and Chief Moyer were aware of the
problem and that they intended to install a two-hour parking
restriction on Allegheny Avenue, between Maryland and Delaware,
for a 90-day trial period. Mayor Peoples remarked that the new bus
shelter on Allegheny Avenue may have aggravated the current
situation.

Borough Manager Brown noted that she had received many letters
from Oakmont Commons’ residents concerning the Borough’s
actions in the wake of the September 17 flood. She said she would
read representative samples of the letters, in an effort at brevity.

Mrs. Brown read letters from: Michele Poydence, who called for the
Borough to immediately clean up both the Borough’s composting
facility and restore the floodway; Dorothy Pronio, who expressed
appreciation for the Borough’s efforts on behalf of Oakmont
Commons’ residents; and, the Oakmont Commons Homeowners
Association, stating that they did not feel litigation against the
Borough would be in the best interest of the entire community at
this time.

President Winkler asked Mrs. Brown to respond to comments made
by Ms. Poydence about the development of Oakmont Commons.
Mrs. Brown gave the history of the development, noting that the
area had always been a swamp, and that Borough Council had tried
to strongly discourage the developers from building there. The
Corps of Engineers and soil experts were called in to make
recommendations. Eventually, the development had to be approved,
after tons of topsoil was delivered to the site to raise it above the
floodplain, since no regulations were being violated by the developer
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and their planning module was approved by all required regulatory
agencies.

Mr. Kennedy added that, when the School District had looked at the
site for a new high school, the School Board rejected the site as
unsuitable for building.

Mrs. Brown also reviewed all that had been done, and what was in
the process of being done, with regards to flood damage in
Oakmont. In particular, she reported on the efforts that had been
expended by the Borough on behalf of Commons’ residents.

President Winkler thanked Mr. Benusa for his work, too, with
regulatory agencies with regard to flood reparations.
Mayor Peoples reported that there has been a rash of car thefts in
the Borough of late. He warned residents not to leave keys in their
cars in their driveways. Some youngsters have been throwing eggs
at houses. Mayor Peoples said, if caught, those youngsters would
be cleaning the egg off peoples’ properties.

Mr. Favo offered Resolution No. R7-2005, and moved for its
adoption, for the approval of Claims from the General Fund (Fund
#1, Voucher Nos. 21200 to 21323) in the amount of $278,062.46;
from the Payroll Fund (Fund #2, Voucher Nos. 6009 to 6021) in the
amount of $125,139.96; from the Sewer Revenue Fund (Fund #6,
Voucher Nos. 6230 to 6276) in the amount of $86,544.05; from
the Library Fund (Voucher Nos. 2779 to 2805) in the amount of
$156,883.86; and, from the Centennial Fund (Voucher Nos. 288 to
312) in the amount of $7467.85, for a total of $654,098.18.

Mr. Fitchwell seconded the motion, and all those members of
Council present voted in the affirmative.

President Winkler declared the resolution adopted. Recorded in
Ordinance Book Volume 29, Page 30, as Resolution No. R7-2005.

Mr. Favo offered Ordinance No. O8-2005, and moved that it be
placed on First Reading, an ordinance fixing the compensation of the
Tax Collector of the Borough of Oakmont, providing for the payment
of premiums on surety bonds and authorized expenses, and making
other provision relative thereto in accordance with the provisions of
the Local Tax Collection Law of May 25, 1945, P.L. 1050, as
amended and revised.

Mr. Kennedy seconded the motion, and all those members of
Council present voted in the affirmative to pass the ordinance on
First Reading.

Mr. Favo read the ordinance in its entirety.

President Winkler declared the ordinance passed on First Reading.
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Mr. Favo then moved that the rules be suspended, the ordinance
placed on Second and Third Reading, read by its short title and
finally passed.

Mr. Benusa seconded the motion, and all those members of Council
present voted in the affirmative to place the ordinance on Second
and Third Reading, read it by its short title and finally pass it.

Mr. Favo read the ordinance by its short title.

President Winkler declared the Ordinance enacted. Recorded in
Ordinance Book Volume 29, Page 31, as Ordinance No. O8-2005.

Mr. Favo offered Resolution No. R9-2005, and moved for its
adoption, a resolution fixing the time and place where and when a
complete settlement of all taxes collected by the Tax Collector of
the Borough of Oakmont for the year 2004, and prior years, shall be
made as provided by the Act of the General Assembly of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, approved May 25, 1945, as
amended.

Mr. Benusa seconded the motion, and all those members of Council
present voted in the affirmative.

President Winkler declared the resolution adopted. Recorded in
Ordinance Book Volume 28, Page 32, as Resolution No. R9-2005.

Mr. Bland offered a motion to approve the addition of David Stephen
Hoops, 524 Woodland Avenue, to the Oakmont Volunteer Fire
Department Eligibility List.

Mr. Kennedy seconded the motion, and all those members of
Council present voted in the affirmative.

Mr. Benusa offered a motion to ratify the action of the Borough
Manager in accepting the proposal of Groff Tractor & Equipment,
Inc. for a 2005 front loader tractor for the Street Department, at a
cost of $32,685.

Mr. Fitchwell seconded the motion.

Mr. Bland asked what would be done with the old tractor. Mr.
Fitchwell said the old tractor was used as a trade-in for the purchase
of the new tractor.

All those members of Council present voted in the affirmative.

Mr. Benusa offered a motion authorizing the purchase of a polymer
feed unit for the Borough’s Wastewater Treatment Plant.
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Mr. Fitchwell seconded the motion.

Mr. Kennedy asked what a polymer feed unit was. Plant
Superintendent explained the function of a polymer feed unit in
processing the Treatment Plant’s sludge.

All those members of Council present voted in the affirmative.

Mr. Benusa offered a motion authorizing the Borough Manager to
direct the Borough Engineer to draw up specifications for the 2005
Paving Projects.

Mr. Kennedy seconded the motion, and all those members of
Council present voted in the affirmative.

Mr. Benusa offered a motion authorizing the Borough Manager to
solicit proposals for 2005 Traffic Line Painting.

Mr. Bland seconded the motion, and then asked if traffic line
painting were done each year. Mrs. Brown said it was done each
year, and hopefully completed before the start of each school year.

Mr. Fitchwell offered Ordinance No. O10-2005, and moved that it
be placed on First Reading, an ordinance amending Oakmont
Borough Ordinance No. O25-2004, relative to the effective date for
the adoption of the Uniform Construction Code (UCC).

Mr. Benusa seconded the motion, and all those members of Council
present voted in the affirmative to pass the ordinance on First
Reading.

Mr. Fitchwell read the ordinance in its entirety.

President Winkler declared the ordinance passed on First Reading.

Mr. Fitchwell then moved that the rules be suspended, the ordinance
placed on Second and Third Reading, read by its short title and
finally passed.

Mr. Benusa seconded the motion, and all those members of Council
present voted in the affirmative to place the ordinance on Second
and Third Reading, read it by its short title and finally pass it.

Mr. Fitchwell read the ordinance by its short title.

President Winkler declared the Ordinance enacted. Recorded in
Ordinance Book Volume 29, Page 33, as Ordinance No. O10-2005.

Mr. Kennedy offered a motion to ratify the action of the Borough
Manager in accepting the proposal of JML Landscaping
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Management, Inc. for 2005 Arboretum Trail Maintenance, at a cost
of $34,495.

Mr. Fitchwell seconded the motion.

President Winkler noted that this proposal was the result of a rebid
process that was somewhat successful in getting a lower bid price.

All those members of Council present voted in the affirmative.

Mr. Kennedy reported that Park employees would be starting back to
work on February 28, 2005. In addition to Riverview Athletic
Association activities in the 2005 Summer Season, Mr. Kennedy
noted that the Riverside Community Church would be taking over
the entire Park on May 15, the Relay for Life will take place on June
4 and 5, the Arts and Crafts Show will be on June 11, the Antique
Car Show on June 18, and the 5K Race, tentatively, on July 23.

Walt Brotherton, 291 Commons Drive, thanked Borough Council for
everything that is currently being done at the Commons to help with
the flood damage. He reminded Council of the letter they received
from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) recapping the meeting held on January 31, 2005 where the
Borough agreed to identify the floodway and mark it off, as well as
move everything belonging to the Borough out of the floodway. Mr.
Benusa noted that Borough Council did not agree with everything in
the DEP letter.

Reporter Kristie Linden from the Advance Leader presented the
Citizen of the Year Award to Teresa Creighan for her selfless work
during the flood.

Ms. Creighan thanked all those others with whom she had worked
during the flood, who she felt were instrumental in helping her.

President Winkler congratulated the Advance Leader on a great
selection for Citizen of the Year.

Next, Borough Engineer Andrew W. Blenko gave a presentation on
storm water maintenance as part of the Borough’s annual public
outreach on storm water.

There being no further business to conduct that evening, Mr.
Kennedy moved to adjourn the meeting, and all those members of
Council present voted in the affirmative.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:28 PM.

Adeline Brown, Interim Borough Manager
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and Ex-Officio Borough Secretary

Transcribed by: L. C. Jensen


