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The Regular Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to
order at 7:30 PM by President Winkler.

Present: Messrs. Benusa, Bland, Favo, Fitchwell, Kennedy, Myers,
and President Winkler, members of Council; Mayor
Peoples; Solicitor Shoop; and, Mrs. Brown, Interim
Borough Manager and Ex-Officio Borough Secretary

Visitors: Kay Barnard, Nick Berger, Bill Besser, Walt Brotherton,
Michele Brusco, Ron Brusco, Eric Carroll, Alex Cosentino,
Bruce Cosentino, Carmella Cronin, Howard Cupps, Lisa
Cupps, Jean Dobis, Amy Faith, John Faith, Donna Hanlon,
Maynard Hilbert, Ann Holas, Jackie Holko, Teresita
Kolenchak, Eileen Larkin, Kristie Linden, Jane Lynch, Barb
McGinley, Jacqueline Poydence, Joe Rakowski, Melissa
Slobodnyak, Curt Stauffer, Mary Stauffer, Hugh E.
Teitelbaum, Chris Tekely, Barbara Verbanets,

All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

The following reports from Borough Officers and Departments were
circulated among the members of Council for examination and
review:

Borough Treasurer’s Report for the month of December 2004, dated
December 31, 2004, shows a Book Balance in the General Fund, as
of December 31, 2004, of $253,602.30;

Police Department Report for the month of December 2004;

Wage Tax Report of Collections for the month of December 2004;

Hoffman Kennel Report for the month of December 2004;

Secretary’s Report of Collections for the month of December 2004;
and,

Volunteer Fire Department Report for the month of December 2004.

Mr. Benusa offered a motion to accept the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of December 13, 2004 and the Adjourned Meeting of
December 20, 2004, as circulated to the members of Borough
Council.

Mr. Myers seconded the motion, and all those members of Council
present voted in the affirmative.

Acting Borough Manager Adeline Brown read the 2004 Year-End
Report of the Oakmont Shade Tree Commission. President Winkler
remarked what an outstanding job the Shade Tree Commission was
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doing, and noted that tree-related expenses that were not done able
to be done in 2004 due to budgetary constraints were being carried
over to 2005 for completion.

Mayor Peoples wanted to alert residents that they would be
receiving a survey to be filled out for the U.S. Census Bureau. He
reminded residents that the survey was mandatory, and noted that
the questionnaire also asks for people interested in being census-
takers.

Mayor Peoples reported that on January 6, 2005, a portion of Plum
Street was flooded once again as a result of a sewer line in Penn
Hills being surcharged. The drain pipe across the street from
Fortino’s Pizza Shop became clogged. The Fire Department was
able to keep the water level down, however, so that minimal
damage occurred. Mayor Peoples said the Fire Department should
be commended.

Regarding recent heavy traffic along Hulton Road, Mayor Peoples
reported that closing off other roads in the area had resulted in a lot
of traffic being rerouted onto Hulton Road.

Reporting on previous difficulties in obtaining a permit from the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PA-DEP) to
remove debris from Plum Creek, Adeline Brown reported that the
Borough had recently received a fax from DEP stating that the
Borough did not need a permit to remove debris from Plum Creek, as
long as they did not actually bring equipment into the Creek to do it.

The Borough had expected help from Allegheny County in removing
this debris; however, Mrs. Brown was advised recently by their
Public Works Department that their equipment is in storage until
March.

Council has been especially concerned about removing debris
collected around structures spanning Plum Creek. The Borough has
cleared the Creek of all debris within its boundaries. However, there
are two debris-ladened bridges that are in Penn Hills and fall under
the purview of the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
(PennDOT) because they span a state-owned road. The bridges
could dam up in the event of another severe rain storm and cause
flooding in Oakmont. The Borough contacted both Penn Hills and
PennDOT about removing this debris as quickly as possible, but
neither responded.

As a result, Council has approved removing the debris from under
these bridges at Oakmont’s expense, and has sought proposals to
this end. Low bidder, American Equipment Company, is to begin
work January 12, removing debris from approximately 100-feet of
Plum Creek, including the two bridges.
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Mrs. Brown reported that storm and sanitary waters were being
separated around the Municipal Building, and includes the installation
of approximately 360-feet of storm drain along Dogwood Way.

A collapsed manhole required emergency repair today near 381
Hulton Road. Mrs. Brown obtained a contractor and traffic control
to repair the manhole as quickly as possible. A storm inlet at Fifth
Street and Woodland Avenue is also being rebuilt.

The Borough Office is occupied with filing year-end reports and
taking calls from delinquent taxpayers.

Mr. Favo offered Resolution No. R1-2005, and moved for its
adoption, for the approval of Claims from the General Fund (Fund
#1, Voucher Nos. 21108 to 21199) in the amount of $232,223.45;
from the Payroll Fund (Fund #2, Voucher Nos. 6003 to 6008) in the
amount of $103,066.20; from the Sewer Revenue Fund (Fund #6,
Voucher Nos. 6202 to 6229) in the amount of $49,438.28; from
the Library Fund (Voucher Nos. 2759 to 2778) in the amount of
$5053.65; and, from the Centennial Fund (Voucher Nos. 275 to
287) in the amount of $1489.87, for a total of $391,271.45.

Mr. Kennedy seconded the motion, and all those members of
Council present voted in the affirmative.

President Winkler declared the resolution adopted. Recorded in
Ordinance Book Volume 29, Page 24, as Resolution No. R1-2005.

Mr. Favo offered Ordinance No. O2-2005, and moved that it be
placed on First Reading, an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 2310
of the said Borough, approved January 23, 1967, and of record in
Ordinance Book Volume 17, Page 78, of the records of the said
Borough, to provide for the general revenue y levying a tax in the
amount of twenty dollars ($20.00) upon the privilege of engaging in
an occupation within the Borough of Oakmont from January 1,
2005 and ending December 31, 2005.

Mr. Myers seconded the motion.

Solicitor Shoop remarked that all municipalities in Allegheny County
were given the opportunity to raise this tax to as high as $52.00.
Oakmont chose only to raise the tax to $20.00.

All those members of Council present voted in the affirmative to
pass the ordinance on First Reading.

Mr. Favo read the ordinance in its entirety.

President Winkler declared the ordinance passed on First Reading.
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Mr. Favo then moved that the rules be suspended, the ordinance
placed on Second and Third Reading, read by its short title and
finally passed.

Mr. Fitchwell seconded the motion, and all those members of
Council present voted in the affirmative to place the ordinance on
Second and Third Reading, read it by its short title and finally pass
it.

Mr. Favo read the ordinance by its short title.

President Winkler declared the Ordinance enacted. Recorded in
Ordinance Book Volume 29, Page 25, as Ordinance No. O2-2005.

Mr. Favo offered Resolution No. R3-2005, and moved for its
adoption, a resolution eliminating contributions to the Police Pension
Plan for he year 2005, as confirmed by the Plan’s actuary,
Mockenhaupt Associates, Incorporated.
Mr. Kennedy seconded the motion, and all those members of
Council present voted in the affirmative.

President Winkler declared the resolution adopted. Recorded in
Ordinance Book Volume 29, Page 26, as Resolution No. R3-2005.

Mr. Favo offered Resolution No. R4-2005, and moved for its
adoption, a resolution eliminating contributions to the Non-
Uniformed Employees’ Pension Plan for the year 2005, as confirmed
by the Plan’s actuary, Mockenhaupt Associates, Incorporated.

Mr. Fitchwell seconded the motion, and all those members of
Council present voted in the affirmative.

President Winkler declared the resolution adopted. Recorded in
Ordinance Book Volume 29, Page 27, as Resolution No. R4-2005.

Mr. Bland offered Resolution No. R5-2005, and moved for its
adoption, a resolution appointing Hugh E. Teitelbaum as Coordinator
of Emergency Management for the Borough of Oakmont, to fill the
vacancy created by the resignation of James Loheyde.

Mr. Fitchwell seconded the motion.

Mr. Bland gave a brief explanation of Mr. Teitelbaum’s background,
asking Mr. Teitelbaum to fill in later. Mr. Bland said Mr. Teitelbaum
was new to Oakmont and had volunteered his service to the Mayor.

All those members of Council present voted in the affirmative.

President Winkler declared the resolution adopted. Recorded in
Ordinance Book Volume 29, Page 28, as Resolution No. R5-2005.
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Mr. Myers reported that construction on the Library was going very
well, in part due to the fairly good weather we have had.
Completion is now expected by March.

Next, Mayor Peoples administered the Oath of Office to Mr.
Teitelbaum. Mr. Teitelbaum then provided a detailed account of his
extensive careers in the military, law and emergency management
for those present. President Winkler thanked Mr. Teitelbaum for his
willingness to give his time and talent to the community.

Mr. Bland said other volunteers had agreed to work with Mr.
Teitelbaum in emergency management so that a new committee
would soon be forming. Mr. Winkler added that he felt everyone
had learned a lot from the September 17, 2004 flood.

Jean Dobis, 13 Greenwich Court, asked Council to consider paving
the cul-de-sacs in Oakmont Commons and installing new street
name signs. President Winkler said Council was working on a
Master Plan to get consistent street name signage throughout the
Borough.

Donna Hanlon, 312 Second Street, was concerned about a recent
notification she and six other homeowners had received saying their
properties were linked to a common private sewer line.

Mrs. Brown asked Joe Rakowski, Wastewater Treatment Plant
Superintendent, to answer some of the questions raised about this
common sewer line.

Next, various residents of Oakmont Commons expressed their
concerns over a possible repetition of the flooding that occurred on
September 17, 2004.

Borough officials stated what had been done so far and what efforts
were currently being made to minimize chances of another flooding
disaster.

President Winkler said the Borough would be overseeing $20,000
worth of work in the next few weeks towards this end. He also
reported that the search for a new Borough Manager was getting
underway, with interviews beginning shortly.

Mr. Winkler announced that there would be an adjourned meeting
held on Monday evening, January 17, 2005 at 7:30 PM. There
being no further business to conduct that evening, Mr. Kennedy
moved to adjourn the meeting, which passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM.
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Adeline Brown, Interim Borough Manager
and Ex-Officio Borough Secretary

Transcribed by: L. C. Jensen


