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The Regular Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to order at 7:33
PM by President Winkler.

Present: Messrs. Benusa, Bland, Favo, Fitchwell, Kennedy, Myers and
President Winkler, members of Council; Mayor Peoples; and, Roger
A. Dunlap, Jr., Borough Manager and Ex-Officio Borough
Secretary

Excused: Mr. Shoop (arrived at 7:47 PM)

Visitors: Donna Banasach, Rose Catullo, Dee Crawford, Susan Davis, Gisel
Dudek, Mark Dudek, Mike Federici, Robert Fescemyer, Tom
Gigliotti, Mark Gleeson, James M. Joyce, Richard Krache, Don
Lloyd, Joyce Lloyd, William J. McElligott, Police Chief Robert
Moyer, Marlene Patsilevas, OVFD Chief William Peoples,
Cornelius Salvaterra, Millie Salvaterra, Carolyn Seely, Fred
Siciliano, Judi Siciliano, Dru Taliaferro and Wilford Thunhurst

All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

President Winkler asked if there was anyone present who wished to discuss an
item on the agenda.

“Corny” Salvaterra, vice president of the Fairways Council, gave a brief history
of the re-opening of Oak Street, from Fairways Drive to Fifteenth Street,
including recent history on PennDOT’s involvement as a result of closing off
the Hulton Road entrance to the Fairways due to construction on the Turnpike
Bridge. Mr. Salvaterra requested that the Fairways be allowed to widen Oak
Street to the south so that it would be two-lanes and align properly with the rest
of Oak Street from Fifteenth Street to Thirteenth Street. He also requested that
Council provide an expeditious response to this request in light of the urgent
need to provide a two-way entrance/exit for the Fairways.

Mr. Fitchwell said he felt the street should be taken over by the Borough once it
has been expanded to two lanes.

President Winkler noted that the Borough took action immediately after the
Fairways Council’s meeting with Borough officials on October 13, 2005, to
have traffic consultants HRG, Inc. and the Borough inspect the area as quickly
as possible. He said Borough Council had just received an inspection report
from HRG by fax within the hour.

Mr. Dunlap read the letter from HRG, Inc., dated November 14, 2005,
suggesting that, if the Borough agreed to widen Oak Street to two lanes, that
they also make this a permanent, rather than a temporary, measure. They also
advised that the road be expanded from its south side, rather than taking over
the sidewalk on the north side which would not provide enough width for a two-
lane street.

Mr. Salvaterra asked Council what the next step was. Mr. Winkler responded
that Borough Council needed to investigate the long-term merits and drawbacks
to expanding this portion of Oak Street to two lanes.
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Mark Gleeson, 864 Fairways Drive, asked how long Council would take to do
this investigating. President Winkler said the issue would be discussed at the
upcoming Special Meeting of Council. Council Member Fitchwell observed
that Fairways representatives will still have to get southern property owner
Nancy Gorman to sell a portion of her property to accomplish expansion of the
thru-way.

Mr. Benusa suggested a Borough Council liaison to work through this process.
Mr. Bland was of the opinion that the Borough Manager could and should
function in this capacity. Mr. Winkler felt it would be more expedition to keep
the Borough Manager as contact on this project.

Wilford Thunhurst, 1529 Oak Street, said he was glad to see something positive
happening with regard to Oak Street, and that he felt the pain experienced by
Fairways’ residents over Oak Street was uncalled for.

William J. McElligott, 1547 Merion Lane, said that traffic has been terrible
since PennDOT started work on the Turnpike Bridge, and he wanted Borough
Council to make a decision now.

Mr. Dunlap stated that there have been slight changes to the Proposed 2006
Borough Budget. He anticipated that a review of these changes, as well as a
review of the state of the current budget, would be held at a Special Meeting
some time before the end of November.

The following reports from Borough Officers and Departments were circulated
among the members of Council for examination and review:

Borough Treasurer’s Report for the month of October 2005, dated October 10,
2005, shows a Book Balance in the General Fund, as of October 10, 2005, of
$750,661.46

Police Department Report for the month of October 2005;

Wage Tax Report of Collections for the month of October 2005;

Hoffman Kennel Report for the month of October 2005;

Secretary’s Report of Collections for the month of October 2005; and,

Volunteer Fire Department Report for the month of October 2005.

Mayor Peoples announced that Light-Up Night would be held on November 19
at 6:00 PM, with a Christmas Parade preceding the event at 5:00 PM. He also
reminded residents that the annual Choir Walk would be held on December 11
with more details to follow.

Borough Manager Dunlap reported that a Special Meeting was to be held on
November 21, 2005 at 7:30 PM on the Duquesne Light Company’s proposed
substation.

On November 16, the Allegheny Valley North Council of Governments (AVN-
COG) will present Allegheny County Controller Mark Flaherty, who will
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discuss the creation of a County Tax Claim Bureau to take over collection of
delinquent taxes for all Allegheny County municipalities.

Mr. Dunlap announced that the Maglev Project had prepared a draft
environmental impact statement which will be available for review at the
Borough Office until December 7. Hearings on the document will also be held.
Anyone interested in more details on the hearings can contact the Borough
Office.

Mr. Favo offered Resolution No. R38-2005, and moved for its adoption, for the
approval of Claims from the General Fund (Fund #1, Voucher Nos. 22155 to
22285) in the amount of $212,272,41; from the Payroll Fund (Fund #2, Voucher
Nos. 6089 to 6096) in the amount of $105,705.19; from the Sewer Revenue
Fund (Fund #6, Voucher Nos. 6621 to 6678) in the amount of $162,652.24;
from the Library Fund (Voucher Nos. 2995 to 3032) in the amount of
$32,818.49; and, from the Centennial Fund (Voucher Nos. 408 to 421) in the
amount of $1,974.93, for a total of $515,423.26.

Mr. Kennedy seconded the motion, and all those members of Council present
voted in the affirmative.

President Winkler declared the resolution adopted. Recorded in Ordinance
Book Volume 29, Page 63, as Resolution No. R38-2005.

Mr. Favo offered Resolution No. R39-2005, and moved for its adoption, a
resolution authorizing and directing the proper borough officials to sign the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation Municipal Winter Traffic Services
Agreement from the winter seasons of 2005 through 2010.

Mr. Kennedy seconded the motion.

Mr. Dunlap noted that the Borough receives approximately $5000 a year from
snow removal of state-owned streets in the Borough at a unit cost of $2.57 per
linear foot.

All those members of Council present voted in the affirmative.

President Winkler declared the resolution adopted. Recorded in Ordinance
Book Volume 29, Page 64, as Resolution No. R39-2005.

Mr. Favo offered a motion to authorize the execution of an agreement with the
Municipal Authority of the Borough of Oakmont, 721 Allegheny Avenue,
Oakmont, Pennsylvania 15139, setting forth the terms and conditions for
providing sewage billing services to the Borough of Oakmont.

Mr. Benusa seconded the motion.

Mr. Favo alerted residents that the quarterly water bills and the quarterly sewage
bills will now be combined into one bill. Mr. Dunlap said a letter is to be sent to
all residents announcing this in their next bill. The reason for this action is to
increase efficiency.

All those members of Council present voted in the affirmative.
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Council Member Bland reported on the construction of the T-Mobile cell tower.
He said that T-Mobile had allowed the Borough a concession in permitting them
to mount a fire siren on the cell tower. Mr. Bland predicted that this would be
accomplished the following week.

Mr. Myers reported that the Library renovation project was moving right along.
President Winkler said Council was in the process of trying to wrap up the
project.

Mr. Kennedy said the Riverside Park Crew would be done for the season at the
next of the month. He commended them for the quality of their work. He also
announced that next year’s Relay for Life was to be held on June 3 and 4, 2006.

Oakmont Volunteer Fire Department Chief Bill Peoples addressed Council. He
said the Street Department had been working without a labor contract for almost
a year and a half now, and that he felt it was imperative that the contract be
settled as soon as possible, before the snow and salt season commenced.

President Winkler said that they could not comment because the Borough was
currently in active negotiations with the Bargaining Unit. Mr. Dunlap said he
expected the next meeting between the two parties to be held some time in early
December.

Mr. Fitchwell said that it was the Bargaining Unit that would not show up for
meetings, not Borough representatives. He added that the Borough already has
a contingency plan in the event that workers go out.

President Winkler said Council’s goal was to conclude negotiations as soon as
possible.

Chief Peoples also expressed concern that two-thirds of town residents have not
been covered by a siren for the last 18 months.

Mr. Bland commented that the siren had been larger than expected, resulting in
T-Mobile having to obtain a larger housing for the siren.

Mark Gleeson found it embarrassing that there was not a correctly sized flag at
the Library. Mr. Myers explained that the plan is to obtain a new flag and
flagpole. The project architect has suggested a 40-foot pole and the
corresponding sized flag. He is in the process of obtaining bids for this
presently. There is a possibility that the existing pole will be cut and capped,
rather than obtaining a new pole.

Returning to Chief Peoples’ concerns over the fire siren, Mayor-Elect Robert
Fescemyer asked Council if T-Mobile had agreed to erect the siren for free. He
also wanted to know what the hold-up was. Mr. Bland reviewed the history of
the cell tower and the siren, noting that clean-up of the site had taken longer
than expected, a larger mounting structure for the siren had to be gotten, and
that there was still one last addendum to the lease for Solicitor Shoop to review.
Mr. Myers remarked that they hoped to get the siren up within the next few
days.
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Solicitor Shoop commented that the siren mounting had cost more than
anticipated, and that T-Mobile has been reminded repeatedly that installation of
the siren is required by the contract between the Borough and T-Mobile. Mr.
Bland remarked that T-Mobile does not have the same sense of urgency as does
Chief Peoples. Mr. Winkler noted that Hurricane Katrina had also contributed
to delays in installation.

There being no further business to conduct that evening, Mr. Kennedy offered a
motion to adjourn the meeting, which passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM.

Roger A. Dunlap, Jr., Borough Manager
and Ex-Officio Borough Secretary

Transcribed by: L. C. Jensen


