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The Special Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to order at 7:34
PM by President Winkler.

Present: Messrs. Benusa, Bland, Favo, Kennedy, Myers and President
Winkler, members of Council; Solicitor Shoop; and, Roger A.
Dunlap, Jr., Borough Manager and Ex-Officio Borough Secretary

Excused: Mr. Fitchwell and Mayor Peoples

Visitors: Earl Elder, Michael Federici, Leon R. Gevaudan, Chief Robert
Moyer, Jody Noble, Ron Walter and Homer Zucconi

All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

President Winkler asked if there was anyone present that evening who wished to
address Council on an item in the agenda. No one wished to speak.

Mr. Benusa offered a motion to open the Public Hearing of the Oakmont
Borough Council. Mr. Kennedy seconded the motion, which passed.

The purpose of the Hearing that night was to consider the Conditional Use
Application of the Duquesne Light Company (DLC), Application No. CUA 05-
08-04 for approval to construct an Electric Substation, located along California
Avenue on 0.46 acres in the Mixed Use Development Zoning District.

Borough Solicitor Robert H. Shoop, Jr. introduced himself as Hearing Officer
for the evening. He explained the procedure for the hearing:

1. Duquesne Light is to present all pertinent information and
witnesses;

2. Audience is given the opportunity to ask questions;
3. Oakmont Borough Council is given the opportunity to ask

questions; and finally,
4. Cross-examination of witnesses.

Mr. Shoop added that it was incumbent upon Duquesne Light to demonstrate
that their proposal was consistent with the Borough Zoning Ordinance, that the
installation was suitable for the area, and that it would benefit the community.
They must also establish that the plan is safe and environmentally sound.

Attorney for Duquesne Light, Jody Noble, stated that the new substation would
upgrade power in the area from 4 KV to 23 KV. She also remarked that the new
design would prove to be much less intrusive than the old “erector set” towers.
Duquesne Light is still in the process of addressing environmental issues
involving the Regional Industrial Development Corporation (RIDC) and the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).

Mr. Shoop asked if the environmental issues had been resolved. Ms. Noble said
that RIDC was waiting from clearance from DEP at present.

Duquesne Light electrical engineer and planner, Homer Zucconi, said that the
area was in dire need of a substation upgrade. The last substation in Oakmont
was installed in 1939, with a transformer added in 1960. He noted that the
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Public Utility Commission (PUC) required the upgrade, and that the new one
would provide much more reliable service for Oakmont and the surrounding
area. The plan is to eliminate the old substation and replace the old 30 MBA
transformer with a new one of higher capacity.

Mr. Shoop asked if anyone in the audience had any questions.

Michael Federici, 700 Fourth Street, asked if Duquesne Light had any graphics
depicting the relationship of the proposed substation to the 0.46 acre property.

Mr. Shoop explained that Duquesne Light had already received approval to
subdivide the land for the substation from the former Edgewater Steel property,
so that the purpose of the evening’s meeting was to discuss what conditions
should be applied to the installation of the substation.

Council Member Bland questioned the Duquesne Light representatives on the
substation’s capacity to provide adequate power in the future. Mr. Zucconi
explained that the Borough was currently using 8-9 KVA, which was in part
being provided by the Logan’s Ferry Substation. In response to Mr. Bland’s
questions, Mr. Zucconi said that it was possible to run out of capacity within
five year’s time, but it was highly unlikely.

Mr. Myers asked about the disposition of the property where the substation
currently sits in Oakmont at Sixth Street and College Avenue. Mr. Zucconi
replied that Duquesne Light used to sell the property, but they now hold on to it
because of environmental issues. Attorney Noble added that there are always
PCBs with old stations, that Duquesne Light does a peripheral clean-up in these
instances, and that they continue to hold on to the property. She said this
procedure could change in five years. Mr. Zucconi said that the old substation
building will be razed and all other structures removed, so that a vacant grass lot
will be left.

Hearing Officer Shoop then entered several Duquesne Light exhibits into the
record. These exhibits were:

Exhibit 1: Duquesne Light Company Subdivision and Land Development
Application

Exhibit 2: Letter, dated October 25, 2005, from Duquesne Light Engineer R. J.
Walter, regarding the California Avenue substation

Exhibit 3: Staff Report, dated November 18, 2005, from Zoning Officer Roger
Dunlap on Duquesne Light Company substation

Exhibit 4: Letter, dated November 7, 2005 from CEC Project Manager
Thomas L. Maher, Jr., regarding the Phase II Environmental
Assessment

By way of presentation, Duquesne Light Civil Engineer R. J. Walter explained
that DLC needed land on which to build a new substation for the area, and since
the former Edgewater Steel Company had an existing substation on it, it made
sense to tear down the old substation to its foundation and use that site to install
a new substation.
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To this end, they entered into an agreement with RIDC to dispose of excavation
material on RIDC property. It is their intention to bring the site to grade and
install drainage. This has already been approved by Allegheny County. The
Borough Engineer has already approved the site plan, which calls for slag, to a
depth of 6”, around the entire site. Surrounding the substation, there will be
stones on the slopes, a chain link fence with barbed wire on the top, a privacy
screen and arborvitae shrubs around the perimeter.

Mr. Bland said he wanted to see how this would look visually.

Mr. Benusa said he was trying to ascertaining the new grading in comparison to
existing grading. Mr. Walter said there would be only minor changes to the
existing grading. Mr. Benusa questioned Mr. Walter further concerning noise
potentially created by the substation. Mr. Walter responded that, once in
operation, the substation would emit sound that registered at 50 decibels at 200
feet from the substation.

Mr. Shoop commented that sound levels were important in relation to the
surrounding properties once they are developed.

Discussion continued on various other aspects of the physical layout of the site.
Mr. Bland asked DLC representatives to consider the following improvements:
making the privacy fence higher, hiding the barbed wire, making the lighting
less intrusive and enhancing securing features at the gate.

Mr. Shoop asked about the time frame for installing the substation. Ms. Noble
reported that RIDC was not expecting approval from DEP until next summer,
but that DLC intended to start on the substation before then. The proposed
schedule is to mobilize by February 2006, with completion by June 2006. In the
interim, Duquesne Light will continue to work with RIDC and DEP.

Mr. Benusa noted that DLC is not required to get any approvals from DEP.

Mr. Shoop asked about RIDC’s recent Notice of Violation. RIDC Attorney
Leon Gevaudan said that RIDC has discussed the violation with DEP, but that
there has been no resolution to date.

Mr. Shoop pointed out the problems inherent in approving a Conditional Use
Application when the State has not yet signed off on the land. He suggested
that the hearing be continued after DLC has met with DEP and RIDC, and that
time limits should be waive until all issues are resolved. Attorney Nobel agreed
to waiving the time limits. She said she expected that an “understanding”
would be forthcoming from DEP within two weeks.

Once continuance hearing is held, there will be 45 days for Council to render a
decision.

Mr. Walter asked if the 100-foot poles violated the 55-foot height restriction in
the Oakmont Zoning Ordinance, requiring Duquesne Light to apply for a
variance.
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Mr. Shoop said Council would agree to this modification without applying for a
Variance.

Mr. Benusa offered a motion to continue the hearing after some notification had
been received that the environmental issues have been resolved.

Mr. Bland seconded the motion, which passed.

There being no further business to conduct that evening, Mr. Kennedy offered a
motion to adjourn the meeting, which passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 PM.

Roger A. Dunlap, Jr., Borough Manager
and Ex-Officio Borough Secretary

Transcribed by: L. C. Jensen


