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CALLTO O RDER

The Regular Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 PM
by President Briney in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 767 Fifth
Street, Oakmont, Pennsylvania 15139.

PLEDGEO FALLEGIANCE

All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

RO LLCALL

Present: Council Members Benusa, Coulter, Facaros, Favo, Friday, and
President Briney; Solicitor Megan Ott; and Borough Manager Jensen

Excused: Mayor Fescemyer and Council Member Whalen

Visitors: Scott Vongraff, Valerie Simpson, Rusty Young, Rose O’Connor, Jane
Miller, Wanda Young, William Wengerd

BID O PENING

2016-2017Sha d e Tre e Contra c t-Manager Jensen opened the bids received for
the 2016-2017 Shade Tree Contract. The bids were sent to Shade Tree
Commission Chairman, Jonathan Dreher, for review. The Contract will be awarded
January 3, 2017.

Mr. Favo inquired if the current pruning work by Penn Line would affect the price
of these bids. Manager Jensen responded that Mr. Dreher had met with Penn Line
and the original bid was adjusted to avoid duplicate pruning.

W W TP M e c ha nic a lBa rSc re e n – Manager Jensen opened the one bid received
for the Mechanical Bar Screen. The bid was sent to Mr. Rakowski, superintendent
for the Waste Water Treatment Plant and Chester Engineers for review.

Mr. Benusa asked how this bid would be paid. Manager Jensen said the sewer tap-
in fee money would be paying for this. Mr. Favo clarified that it was just for the
upgrade, but this matter will need to be looked at globally in the near future. The
Contract will be awarded January 3, 2017.
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APPO INTM ENT – O FFICER GIBSO N

Mr. Coulter offered a motion to ratify the appointment of Kyle Gibson to the
position of full-time patrol officer with the Borough of Oakmont.

Mrs. Facaros seconded the motion.

The motion passed 6 to 0.

REGISTERED CO M M ENTS FRO M TH EPU BLIC

None.

APPROVALO FM INU TES

Nove m b e r7,2016 M inute s– Mr. Benusa offered a motion to approve the
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 7, 2016, as written.

Mrs. Friday seconded the motion.

The motion passed 6 to 0.

CO U NCILPRESIDENT’S REM ARKS

President Briney requested that a real estate issue be added to the Executive
Session tonight. There were no objections from Council.

At the President’s request, Mrs. Friday offered a motion to ratify the appointment
to the Allegheny County Boroughs Association of Delegate George Coulter, and
Alternate Bill Benusa.

Mrs. Facaros seconded the motion.

The motion passed 6 to 0.

President Briney reviewed pending allocations for the 2017 Preliminary Budget,
which included financing for the new fire engine. Current projections for the
General Fund cash balance was conservatively estimated at approximately
$325,000.
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Mr. Favo said he thought the cash balance would be closer to $1 million dollars
from the budget printout in the last packet.

President Briney reviewed those capital requests which are to be included in the
2017 budget and those that are to be deferred.

At President Briney’s request, Ms. Jensen informed Council that two Police patrol
cars had been involved in recent, but separate, accidents.

Manager Jensen said $40,000 for a 2017 Ford Explorer police vehicle with
detailing was already in the budget. Mrs. Friday asked about an SUV versus a sedan
vehicle. Interim Chief Ford recommended replacing the totaled SUV with another
Ford Explorer SUV.

Mr. Favo asked if the 2013 Ford Explorer was the one totaled. Interim Chief Ford
said that it was. There is some equipment on the totaled vehicle that can be
salvaged and transferred to a new patrol car. Manager Jensen said that $14,000 in
the insurance money would be applied to the 2013 Ford Explorer.

Mrs. Facaros asked about purchasing the replacement for the Crown Victoria and
how it would be affected by the totaled Explorer. Interim Chief Ford clarified
exactly how many cars were needed since the Crown Victoria model was being
cycled out. He thought the two vehicle purchases could be spaced out. He said he
wanted to ride out the Taurus for a few more years, if possible.

Interim Chief Ford would be detailing the unmarked and eliminating the tinted
windows, so the Taurus could be used as a regular patrol car, rather than as an
unmarked police car.

Mrs. Friday asked Interim Chief Ford about his rationale for wanting the
unmarked car to be marked. Interim Chief Ford said he felt that unmarked cars
create issues, such as having to instruct officers to allow more time for pullovers to
prevent any false pretenses, or officers having to be in full uniform when using
unmarked cars. He preferred higher visibility to avoid any misidentification. Mr.
Coulter asked how much the detailing would cost, Interim Chief Ford estimated
between $2,500-$3,000. Mrs. Friday said she was in favor of using the unmarked
car as a regular patrol car. Mr. Coulter agreed.

Mr. Favo wanted to see the information on the police cars in writing. Manager
Jensen agreed to do this.

President Briney said he assumed this discussion would continue to the next Work
Session. He said he also thought that there would need to be a Special Session to
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conclude Budget discussions. He proposed the 19th or 20th of December as a
Special Meeting to do this.

Council agreed to hold the Special Meeting on Monday, December 19, 2016.

President Briney said Council’s homework was to concentrate on the General
Fund and the list of Capital Requests assuming a cash balance of $325,000,

Mr. Favo asked about the fire engine financing issue. President Briney said the
number the Borough needed to fund was $387,000, based on discounts and
drawing upon Emergency Cap Reserve Funds, as proposed by Council Member
Favo.

Mrs. Friday noted that some of the cash balance could also be used for the new fire
truck so that we would not have to deplete the Emergency Fund completely.

Mr. Favo explained the State Foreign Fire Fund was given to the Fire Department
each year. He said the Fire Department could pay back the Borough over the next
10 years from this Fund.

Mr. Benusa was worried that the Fire Department might feel like they were
supplying all the money for this. He wanted to make sure it was acknowledged
that the money put away will not cover the cost of the next new truck. Mrs.
Facaros asked about the $69,000 proposed vehicle reserve fund in the budget. She
thought it was too high. President Briney said to keep in mind we need to look
beyond yearly budget horizons, to any future vehicle purchases. President Briney
said it was Council’s prerogative whether to keep money in reserve, or not.

Mrs. Friday asked if there was a downside to using the Emergency Reserve funds
to pay for the fire truck. Manager Jensen remarked that the 2004 flood cost the
Borough some $300,000 over a two-week period. The Emergency Reserve funds
are in place to avoid having to borrow money to cover emergencies. It would be
playing Russian roulette to entirely deplete this fund, she thought.

Manager Jensen reminded Council to review the Capital requests in other funds, as
well.

SO LICITO R’S REPO RT

Solicitor Ott had nothing to report.
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M AYO R’S REPO RT

In the Mayor’s absence, there was no Police Report. There was also no available
Fire Department report.

BO RO UGH M ANAGER’S REPO RT

The Borough Manager had nothing to report.

CO U NCILLIAISO N REPO RTS

Fina nc e & Te c hnolog y

Oc tob e rW a rra nts– Mr. Favo offered a motion to approve the Warrant List for
November 2016, dated November 30, 2016, including expenditures totaling
$336,189.57for all funds:

Fund Amount

General Fund $131,822.49

Boulevard Project Fund $1,480.94

Kerr Museum Fund $9,553.15

Library Fund $30,554.01

Liquid Fuels Fund -0-

Sewer Fund $111,910.97

Capital Fund (Parks) $3,027.00

Capital Fund (Roads) $47,841.01

Capital Reserve Fund -0-

Mrs. Facaros seconded the motion, which passed 6-0.

Manager Jensen asked if there were any questions on the November Report,
Warrant List or Budget. There were none from Council.

Environm e nt

Plum Cre e k Ove rla y-Mr. Benusa motioned to accept the recommendation of the
Oakmont Planning Commission to extend the Plum Creek Overlay to include a
portion of the northeast border of Dark Hollow Woods (Satler) Park.
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Mr. Favo seconded the motion, which passed 6-0

Ele ve nth Stre e tStorm wa te r–Mr. Benusa asked about an issue concerning storm
water on an Eleventh Street property, running onto another neighbor’s property.
Manager Jensen said it was in negotiations now, and should be discussed in
Executive Session.

Mr. Benusa rephrased the question and asked if storm water issues were an
example of a private property matter. Manager Jensen said in these cases, the
Borough Engineer would inspect the water problem and recommend a solution.
The offending property owner develops a plan for the Borough Engineer to
approve.

Mr. Benusa asked what if the offender were the Borough. Solicitor Ott said it can
be looked at from a legal perspective. If a private owner changes the natural water
course, then typically the private land owner needs to deal with it. The
municipality has a broad immunity for these kinds of issues.

Mr. Benusa also brought up storm water problems at Oakmont Commons.
Manager Jensen said they were in discussions with the Commons about this. Mr.
Benusa wanted the Borough Engineer to look at the Commons’ problems. Manager
Jensen said she was not sure that it was the Borough’s responsibility at all. She
believed there were many complex issues around the Commons’ water problems
that she’d been working through with the Commons’ homeowners association for
the last three years.

President Briney suggested that this issue would not be resolved tonight. He
referred the issue to the Solicitor to discuss with the Manager in terms of what
action the Borough should take. Manager Jensen asked Mr. Wengerd, who was
present, if he has looked any documents concerning this issue. He said he had not.

Solicitor Ott said she should have something for the next Work Session.

Pub lic Sa fe ty

Spe e d wa yH oursofO pe ra tion –Mr. Coulter offered a motion to allow Speedway
to stay open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Mrs. Facaros seconded the motion, passed 6-0.

Re porton Cohe n La w Group M e e ting – Messrs. Whalen and Coulter reported
they had met with the Cohen Law Group regarding wireless cell tower law. Mr.
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Coulter said that the Cohen Group prepares ordinances on these kinds of issues
for municipalities. He proposed Oakmont hire Cohen to create a wireless cell
tower ordinance.

Council decided that this issue needed to go to the Planning Commission first, and
that Mr. Whalen would talk to a North Hills group of municipalities about their
issues with this to see if we can join them in gathering more information.

Ed uc a tion/Re c re a tion

There was nothing to report.

Pub lic W orks

Mr. Favo reported that the trench work at Pennsylvania and Allegheny River
Boulevard had gone slower than expected, due to incorrect utility markings which
the contractor hit. The concrete has been poured and the project should wrap up
this week.

Council Member Benusa asked if the gas company was liable for any mismarked
locations, Mr. Wengerd said it had been Peoples’ Gas and Verizon’s errors.

Concerning a recent Mockenhaupt memo on the Police Pension, Mr. Favo said that
Mr. Stemson was coming from the viewpoint that pension contribution reductions
were permitted under the law, but that Borough police pension figures were
already set by the Labor Agreement. Employee Contributions could not change
without reopening the Labor Agreement.

Mr. Favo asked about the traffic study at Third Street and Hulton Road. President
Briney said the study has not been ordered yet because he wanted to look at how
the Oakmont Bakery project would develop first. There would probably have to be
new discussions on the traffic study due to that development. Mr. Favo said he did
not want to lose any time on getting the traffic study done. He warned that there
would be a lot of attention needed on this traffic study. Mr. Benusa asked where the
money for a traffic study was coming from. Mr. Favo felt Council should not use the
Speedway escrow money to study effects of the proposed bakery on traffic.
Discussion followed on what was covered and not covered in the Speedway
agreement. Ms. Jensen agreed to review the agreement documents with Speedway.

Counc ilM e e ting Cha ng e
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Council Meetings Mr. Favo said he wanted to go back to having Council Work
Sessions before the Regular Meetings. Mr. Coulter agreed. President Briney said to
add it to the Agenda for the Work Session.

Ad m inistra tion/Culture

Next, Mrs. Friday offered a motion to adopt the Borough of Oakmont
Organizational Chart, dated December 5, 2016.

Mr. Coulter seconded the motion, passed 6-0

Mrs. Friday said she was ready for Council to review selected job descriptions. She
said they would be distributed to Council for information purposes only. She
looked forward to them being adopted as they were completed, but asked Manager
Jensen for her opinion. Manager Jensen thought all the job descriptions should be
adopted at once to avoid confusion.

President Briney recognized Mrs. Friday’s effort on the job descriptions. Mr.
Coulter commended Mrs. Friday for her efforts, as well.

M ISCELLANEO US ITEM S

There were none.

CO M M EN TS FRO M TH EPUBLIC

Wanda Young, an Oakmont resident for 10 years, said she had three questions for
Council. She wanted to know how to talk about the budget. She was interested in
the amounts allocated for consultation and contract fees.

Her second question, pertained to the process of hiring consultants from year-to-
year. Did the Borough review the performance of their Code Enforcement
Company? Mr. Favo explained that the contracts do come up for renewal and that
other code enforcers had been let go for poor performance.

Mr. Favo said that code enforcement was very important because the Borough did
not have the personnel to cover code enforcement at present. Ms. Young said she
wanted to comment on code enforcement processes.

Another issue Ms. Young wanted an update was on the Zoning Hearing Request
for a Variance by Peter Dailey. Solicitor Ott said this was still a pending matter. The
Zoning Hearing Board was holding a decision on the Variance pending a possible
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settlement. Solicitor Ott said she would talk to Ms. Young on this after the meeting,
if she wanted. Ms. Young agreed to this.

Ms. Young also said that nothing has happened yet pertaining to the storm water
issue on her property. Solicitor Ott said this was also a component of a pending
settlement with Mr. Dailey. Ms. Young said she had received an email from
Attorney Kate Diersen, asking permission for Mr. Dailey’s engineering company to
come onto her property. She wanted the Borough Engineer to take the
measurements instead of Mr. Dailey’s engineers. Solicitor Ott said she would also
discuss this with Ms. Young after the meeting.

ADJO U RNM ENT

There being no further business to conduct that evening, Mr. Coulter offered a
motion to adjourn.

Mrs. Friday seconded the motion, which passed 6 to 0.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:39 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Cooper Jensen
Borough Manager

Transcribed by:
Carol Moore


