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CALL TO ORDER

The Special Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to order at 7:02 PM by
President Briney in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 767 Fifth Street,
Oakmont, Pennsylvania 15139.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Present: Council Members Benusa, Coulter, Facaros, Favo, Friday, Whalen, and
President Briney; and Borough Manager Jensen

Excused: Mayor Fescemyer and Solicitor Ott

Visitors: Mike DiVittorio

REGISTERED COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no registered speakers that evening.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no comments from the public.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

President Briney had no remarks.

Ordinance No. O36-2016, 2017 Budget – President Briney opened the floor for
discussion on the Borough’s 2017 Budget.

President Briney noted that the total cost of a new fire truck would be approximately
$559,000; the Oakmont Volunteer Fire Department will be giving $150,000 towards
its purchase plus the entire expense of the fit-out, estimated at $100,000. Mr. Favo
felt that the Fire Department should pay the Borough back for the purchase of the
new truck by using the Foreign Fire Funds they receive each year from the state.
President Briney stated that the subject was broached in a recent meeting with the
Oakmont Volunteer Fire Department and they were unwilling to do this. Mr. Whalen
remarked that the Fire Department explained that they spent $33,000 of these funds
each year on injury and loss-of-life insurance for their firefighters.

Manager Jensen said the Pennsylvania Borough Code called for boroughs to provide
equipment and vehicles for volunteer fire departments.

It was agreed that a Special Meeting would be called after the first of the year to meet
with Oakmont Volunteer Fire Department about this issue.

President Briney asked Council if there were more questions about the 2017 Budget.
Mr. Favo requested that if the $250,000 budgeted for storm sewer repairs and
sinkholes was not spent by June 2017, that the amount be reduced to $200,000 and
the balance go toward paving of Borough roads.

Mr. Benusa wanted any movement of money between line items to be evaluated by
Council. Only movement of money between separate Borough funds requires
Council’s actions, noted the Manager.
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Mr. Favo addressed the proposed increase of $75,000 in Library funding. He wanted
an analysis done to compare Oakmont Library spending per capita with other
libraries in the area. Mr. Coulter said he wanted to see the Library extend their
evening hours to pre-2016 hours. Mr. Favo agreed and said the funding increase in
the Library budget would be enough to cover salary increases for more evening
hours.

Manager Jensen suggested the Library hours discussion be continued at another time
outside of the present budget discussion.

Mrs. Friday suggested that the area standards for library operation hours be
researched, and remarked that the benefits of a library/community center were not
static or always measurable by money. Mr. Benusa said he calculated that opening
the Library an extra two hours a night would add around $4,000 in salary
expenditures.

Mrs. Facaros asked Council if extra Library hours could be required by Council. Mr.
Whalen said that Council could petition the Library Board to do so. President Briney
said that the Borough Manager would ask the Library Board for their opinion on
increased hours within the confines of their 2017 budget.

Budget-related discussions coming to an end, Mr. Whalen offered Ordinance No.
O36-2016, and moved for its adoption, an ordinance levying and assessing taxes and
making appropriations for the 2017 Budget.

Mr. Coulter seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0.

Manager Jensen clarified that the millage rate for 2017 would remain at 3.73 mills.

President Briney declared the Ordinance adopted.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

There was no Solicitor’s Report that evening.

BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT

Ms. Jensen had nothing to report that evening.

COUNCIL LIASION REPORTS

Finance & Technology

Act 511 Taxes – Mr. Whalen offered a motion to re-enact all Act 511 Taxes at
existing rates for 2017.

Mrs. Friday seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0.

Schedule of Salary Rates and Wages– Mr. Whalen offered a motion to approve the
Schedule of Salaries and Hourly Rates for 2017.

Mr. Coulter seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0.

Environment

2016-2017 Shade Tree Projects – Mr. Benusa offered a motion to award the
contract for the Shade Tree Projects to the lowest bidder, BJ Tree Service, in the
amount of $27,690.

Mr. Whalen seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0.

Public Safety



Oakmont Borough Council 20 (Final)
Minutes of the Special Meeting December 19, 2017

minutes obc special 12.19.16.docx

Mr. Coulter had nothing to report.

Education/Recreation

Mrs. Facaros had nothing to report.

Public Works

Wastewater Treatment Plant Mechanical Bar Screens – Mr. Favo offered a
motion to award the contract for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Mechanical Bar
Screens to Duperon, Inc., sole bidder, at a cost of $202,000.

Mr. Whalen seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0.

Administration/Culture

Mrs. Friday had nothing to report.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no comments from the public.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

Civil Service Exams- Mrs. Friday questioned Council about the Civil Service exam
process and how to initiate it. Manager Jensen said that Council must ask the Civil
Service Commission to conduct the exam. Mrs. Friday asked about publication
requirements. Ms. Jensen said Notice of the Exam must be published for two weeks
prior to the exam, and that it would take around three months to complete the
process and create an Eligibility List and Certified List of Three. Mr. Favo asked that
this topic be added to the Agenda of the February 6, 2017, Council Work Session.

Manager Jensen felt that Council should begin the Civil Service Exam as soon as
possible in light of the reduction in available full-time officers at present. Mrs. Friday
agreed.

Change in Public Meetings – It was agreed that for 2017, Council Work Sessions
would be held on the first Monday of each month, and Council Regular Meetings
would be held on the third Monday of each month. If a holiday falls on a Monday,
the meeting will be held on Tuesday of the same week. Unless otherwise noted,
all listed meetings would start at 7:00 PM, and be held in Council Chambers of the
Municipal Building.

ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Whalen offered a motion to adjourn to Executive Session. Mr. Coulter seconded
the motion, which passed 7 to 0.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Cooper Jensen
Borough Manager

Transcribed by:
Carol Moore


