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CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Regular Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 PM by 
President Favo in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 767 Fifth Street, Oakmont, 
Pennsylvania 15139.  
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:  Council Members Donovan, Milberger, Ride, Saxon, Scott, Vagley and 

President Favo; Mayor Fescemyer; Chief DiSanti; Borough Manager Jamison 
and Assistant Borough Secretary Jensen 

 
Excused: Solicitor Shoop 
 
Visitors: Jack H. Artman, Dorothy Calfe, Victor Calfe, Ryan Chismark, Elena Colianni, 

Ken Doyno, George Guido, Paul Jenkins, Les Leasure, Sue Martin, Mark 
Patrick, Matt Provenza, Bertha Shearer and Summer Tissue   

 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
Borough Code – Oakmont resident Bertha Shearer addressed several questions to Council.  
First, she asked if there was a copy of The Code of the Borough of Oakmont at the Library.  
No one was sure if there was or not, but President Favo said he would check and get back to 
Mrs. Shearer. 
 
Police Force – Next, Mrs. Shearer asked how many full- and part-time officers were on the 
Borough’s police force.  President Favo said there were the same numbers on the force as 
the Borough had always had since hiring part-time officers – seven full-time officers and a 
varying number of part-time officers. 
 
Residency Requirements – Noting that everyone on Council was an Oakmont resident, Mrs. 
Shearer asked why the Borough Manager does not live in Oakmont, and if it was a law or not 
that the Oakmont Borough Manager had to reside in Oakmont.  President Favo told Mrs. 
Shearer that there was no law regarding Borough Managers’ residency. 
 
 
REGISTERED COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
TIF Plan – Brooks & Blair architect, Ken Doyno, asked if anyone on Council had questions 
about the TIF Resolution slated for passage that evening.  No one had any questions.  
 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 
Sidewalk Snow Removal – While acknowledging that this had been a particularly bad winter 
snow-wise, President Favo said that Council had become aware of chronic offenders in 
relation to the Borough’s snow removal policy, which requires that snow be removed from 
residents’ sidewalks within 12 hours after the snowfall stops.  Because of the high percentage 
of Seniors who walk around the Borough, as well as the safety of Borough school children on 
their ways to and from school, Council felt it was important to address chronic offenders and 
lessen the incidents of unshoveled sidewalks. 
 
He asked Council members, as well as those in the audience, to let the Borough know of any 
chronic offenders they have noticed. 
 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT - Due to the Solicitor’s excused absence, there was nothing to report 
that week. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE – There was no correspondence to read that evening. 
 
 



 

Oakmont Borough Council                                            132 (Final) 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting                  February 14, 2011 

 

minutes obc 2.14.11.docx 

 
BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Park Renovation Project Update – Mr. Jamison said he had received proposals from three 
tree services to remove several specified trees in Riverside Park.  The lowest price, by a 
considerable margin, belonged to Cheap Tree Service.  They will begin work in two weeks. 
 
ARB/Delaware Update – The Borough Manager reported that the stalled Boulevard and 
Delaware construction project had been restarted that day.  Previously, weather had 
prevented the contractor from continuing. 
 
CITF Park Grant – Manager Jamison announced that we would most likely be awarded a 
$100,000 CITF grant for the Riverside Park Renovation Project.  These grant funds derive 
from casino proceeds.  The monies will cover Park improvements for everything but the 
running track.  He said he had met with CITF officials last week and that the Borough would 
know if they had been awarded the grant by this Friday. 
 
President Favo commended Mr. Jamison for getting the Borough’s CITF grant application in 
early for consideration. 
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
10

th
 Street Traffic Issues – Mayor Fescemyer said the traffic issues at Tenth Street and 

Pennsylvania had already been covered the previous week at the Work Session, so “let’s 
leave it at that,” he said.   
 
Monthly Police Report – Mayor Fescemyer announced that he would be reading the 
monthly Police Report from now on, instead of Chief DiSanti.  Mayor Fescemyer proceeded 
to read portions of the January 2011 Police Report to those present.   
 
Monthly OVFD Report – No one was present from the Fire Department that evening to 
report on the Fire Department’s activities for January 2011.  A copy of the Report had already 
been sent to Council in their weekly packets. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Vice President Ride offered a motion to approve the Minutes from the Regular Meeting of 
December 13, 2010, as amended.  Mr. Milberger seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
Council Member Scott offered a motion to approve the Minutes from the Special Meeting of 
December 20, 2010, as written.  Ms. Saxon seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
Mr. Milberger offered a motion to approve the Minutes from the Regular Meeting of January 
10, 2011, as written.  Vice President Ride seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Financial Committee 
 
Warrants – Vice President Ride moved to approve the Warrant List for January  2011, dated 
February 1, 2011, showing the following expenditures: 
 
 

Fund Amount 

General Fund $105,557.29 
Boulevard Project Fund $2,617.31 
Kerr Museum Fund $2,402.26 
Library Fund $33,600.20 
Liquid Fuels Fund $6,822.17 
Sewer Fund $56,096.99 
Sewer Deposit Fund $ -0- 
Capital Fund (Parks) $21,653.18 
Capital Fund (Roads) $9,680.00 
Capital Reserve Fund $ -0- 
Operating Reserve Fund $ -0- 
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Mr. Milberger seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
Resolution No. R2-2011, Settlement of 2010 Taxes – Vice President Ride offered 
Resolution No. R2-2011, and moved for its adoption, a resolution fixing the time and place 
where and when a complete settlement of all taxes collected by the Tax Collector of the 
Borough of Oakmont for the Year 2010, and prior years, shall be made as provided by the Act 
of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, approved May 25, 1945, as 
amended. 
 
Ms. Ride read the entire resolution aloud.  
 
Mr. Milberger seconded the motion. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Mr. Donovan Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes   

 
The motion passed 7 to 0. 
 
President Favo declared the resolution adopted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book Volume 31, 
Page 24, as Resolution No. R2-2011. 
 
Bond Refinancing Update – Ms. Ride reported that the Borough’s bond rating was expected 
to come in from Standard & Poor’s tomorrow and that she would let everyone know of the 
bond rating once she was officially notified.  Ms. Vagley asked if the anticipated profit to the 
Borough would still be around $150,000.  Vice President Ride said, based on current interest 
rates, that $150,000 would be “in the area.” 
 
Public Safety Committee 
 
Ordinance No. O7-2011, Amending the Civil Service Rules & Regulations – Council 
Member Scott offered Ordinance No. O7-2011, and moved that it be placed on First Reading, 
an ordinance amending Chapter A208 of the Code of the Borough of Oakmont, “Civil Service 
Rules and Regulations,” so as to update and emend previous conflicting versions, and 
making other additional provisions relative thereto. 
 
Ms. Vagley seconded the motion. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Mr. Donovan Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes   

 
Mr. Scott said that due to the considerable length of the ordinance, it would not be read in its 
entirety that evening.  However, anyone who wished to review the ordinance in its entirety 
could do so at the Borough office, in the Municipal Building, on Mondays through Fridays, 
from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM prevailing time. 
 
President Favo declared the ordinance passed on First Reading and said that the ordinance 
would be placed on the Agenda of the March 14, 2011 Regular Meeting of Council for Second 
and Third Readings, and final passage.  In the meantime, he repeated that the ordinance was 
on file in the Borough Office for anyone who wished to review it in its entirely. 
 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update – Mr. Scott offered a motion to participate in the Allegheny 
County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update process.  He added that Council would like to request 
the participation of Fire Chief Peoples in this process. 
 
Mr. Milberger seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Jamison said he had not yet had a chance to ask Fire Chief Peoples if he were willing to 
attend. 
 
The motion passed 7 to 0. 
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Planning and Economic Development Committee 
 
Resolution No. R3-2011, Comprehensive Plan Approval – Ms. Vagley offered Resolution 
No. R3-2011, and moved for its adoption, a resolution adopting a Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Ms. Vagley then read the entire resolution aloud.   
 
Ms. Saxon seconded the motion. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Mr. Donovan Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes   

 
The motion passed 7 to 0. 
 
President Favo declared the resolution adopted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book Volume 31, 
Page 25, as Resolution No. R3-2011. 
 
Resolution No. R4-2011, TIF Plan – Ms. Vagley offered Resolution No. R4-2011, and 
moved for its adoption, a resolution authorizing the study of a Tax Increment Financing Plan 
for the property owned, and to be developed by, Brooks & Blair Waterfront Development, 
known as “The River’s Edge of Oakmont.” 
 
Ms. Vagley then read the entire resolution aloud.   
 
Vice President Ride seconded the motion. 
 
Council Member Donovan said he was against participation in a TIF Plan because he did not 
want 50% or  60% of the Borough’s tax revenues going back to the developers or their 
lenders for approximately the next 15 years.  He said that the Borough did not need to fund 
“millionaire homes built by millionaire developers.” 
 
Ms. Vagley said she was supporting exploration of the TIF Plan because she felt that, unlike 
the other developer of the former Edgewater property, these developers came up with an “A+ 
plan” in terms of parks and green space.  “Helping this plan go forward is in the best interests 
of Oakmont,” she said. 
 
Ms. Vagley also noted that the goal of participating in the TIF Plan study was to determine if 
the plan would be in the best interests of the Borough or not. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Mr. Donovan No Ms. Saxon Yes 
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes   

 
The motion passed 6 to 1. 
 
President Favo declared the resolution adopted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book Volume 31, 
Page 26, as Resolution No. R4-2011. 
 
River’s Edge BCR – Ms. Vagley offered a motion to accept the Basic Conditions Report, 
prepared by KU Resources, Inc., certifying that the River’s Edge of Oakmont site is “an area 
in need of development.” 
 
Council Member Saxon seconded the motion. 
 
On a voice called vote, the motion passed 6 to 1, with Council Member Donovan casting the 
sole “No” vote. 
 
Public Works Committee 
 
Ordinance No. O1-2011, Sewer Use Ordinance Penalty Increase - Mr. Milberger said that 
with regard to Ordinance No. O1-2011, an amendment to the Borough’s Sewer Use 
Ordinance increasing the late payment penalty from 5% to 6%, which was passed on First 
Reading at the Regular Meeting of Council on January 10, 2011, he would now like to move 
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that the rules be suspended, the ordinance placed on Second and Third Readings, read by its 
short title and finally passed. 
 
Mr. Scott seconded the motion. 
 
President Favo asked if there were any comments from the public or correspondence 
received on the subject.  There were none. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Mr. Donovan Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes   

 
The motion passed 7 to 0. 
 
Council Member Milberger read the ordinance by its short title. 
 
President Favo declared the Ordinance enacted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book Volume 31, 

Page 23, as Ordinance No. O1-2011. 
 
 
Resolution No. R5-2011, Energy Audit Retrofit Phase – Mr. Milberger offered Resolution 
No. R5-2011, and moved for its adoption, a resolution certifying that the Borough of Oakmont 
is willing to participate in the Energy Conservation measure Retrofit Phase as part of 
Allegheny County’s Energy Program for Municipalities, finances by a Block Grant through the 
United States Department of Energy. 
 
Council Member Milberger then read the entire resolution aloud.   
 
Ms. Saxon seconded the motion. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Mr. Donovan Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes   

 
The motion passed 7 to 0. 
 
President Favo declared the resolution adopted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book Volume 31, 
Page 27, as Resolution No. R5-2011. 
 
Washington Avenue Sinkhole  - Mr. Milberger said that a sinkhole had developed between 
Ninth and Tenth Streets on Washington Avenue.  He was waiting for some information from 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent Joe Rakowski on how best to proceed. 
 
Communication & Code Committee 
 
Merchants Traffic Committee – Ms. Saxon reported that, after meeting with the Borough’s 
merchants to discuss traffic problems, she has been working with the Chamber of 
Commerce’s Summer Tissue to improve communication on construction issues between the 
Borough and Oakmont merchants..  Council Member Saxon has put together a Boulevard 
parking survey which will be sent to all merchants.  She will be reporting back next month on 
this survey. 
 
Legal, Zoning & Land Use Committee 
 
Resolution No. R6-2011, Moratorium on Property Assessments – Mr. Donovan offered 
Resolution No. R6-2011, and moved for its adoption, a resolution urging the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly and Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to enact a statewide 
property tax reassessment moratorium with all due speed, and in the process, to safeguard 
the economic stability and prosperity of the residents of the Commonwealth by providing the 
predictability and equity that exist with regard to property ownership in every other state. 
 
Mr. Donovan then read the entire resolution aloud.   
 
Mr. Scott seconded the motion. 
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On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Mr. Donovan Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes   

 
The motion passed 7 to 0. 
 
President Favo declared the resolution adopted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book Volume 31, 
Page 28, as Resolution No. R6-2011. 
 
Act 77, Property Tax Abatement – Mr. Donovan said there had been a blurb in the Chamber 
Newsletter to call his office for Act 77 Eligibility Forms, and to date, they have received 11 
requests for this form. 
 
Mayor Fescemyer asked if residents had to requalify if they were already eligible for a tax 
abatement under the Homestead Act.  Mr. Donovan said they did not. 
 
At Vice President Ride’s request, Mr. Donovan briefly reviewed the necessary qualifications 
to be eligible for the Act 77 tax abatement for those present. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
TIF – Bertha Shearer said she still did not understand why Brooks & Blair needed a big tax 
cut to build their development.  President Favo explained that the TIF Plan process was 
designed to answer that question, but that the Borough had no hard numbers as yet to look at, 
and probably will not for another six months. 
 
CSC Rules & Regulations – Les Leasure thanked Assistant Borough Secretary Lisa Jensen 
for her help with the new Civil Service Rules and Regulations. 
 
Morris Estates Parking Problems – Matt Provenza brought up several parking problems in 
the vicinities of Morris and Potomac Streets that he had brought to the attention of Council 
before, but about which nothing had ever been done. 
 
Mayor Fescemyer said that he would see that Chief DiSanti and Mr. Provenza got together to 
“come up with something.” 
 
Mr. Provenza also reported that he had seen Allied Waste crews throwing recyclables in the 
garbage trucks, instead of recycling trucks.  President Favo said this would be brought to 
Allied’s attention, and asked Mr. Provenza to get a picture of this, if possible. 
 
Tenth Street Traffic Problems – Referring back to the Mayor’s earlier comments that the 
traffic problems at Tenth and Pennsylvania had already been discussed at last week’s Work 
Session, Ms. Vagley said this sounded like it was a closed subject, and she felt it should be 
discussed further. 
 
Ms. Vagley said her understanding after the Work Session was that the Chief was to consult 
once again with School representatives and then report back to Council.  She added that she 
had also mentioned at the Work Session that the Chief’s concerns about prohibiting drop-offs 
on Pennsylvania Avenue was a separate issue from the Tenth Street traffic problems, and 
had just “muddied the waters” in his previous discussion with school officials. 
 
Mayor Fescemyer said he thought the agreement at the Work Session was that, when the 
weather cleared, there would be a trial period with signs going up along Tenth Street. 
 
President Favo said he agreed that Council had not finished talking about the problem.  His 
sense of the situation was that he was averse to doing anything that might increase vehicles 
speed around the school.  He also said he would hate to lose eight parking spaces in that 
area and that he felt the congestion occurred for only a short time in the mornings and 
afternoons.  “I’m kind of in favor of de facto congestion,” he commented.     
 
Chief DiSanti said this same area had been part of a traffic study about four or five years ago 
and that the study had concluded that the way it is now was the best way.  The School District 
agreed. 
 
Noting that Council had done its research and due diligence, Ms. Saxon said she concurred 
with “the slower the better” approach on Tenth Street. 
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Ms. Vagley said she would get back to the resident who had asked her to address this issue 
with Council in the first place with their findings.  She added that she thought there was to be 
further discussion with school representative after last week’s Work Session. 
 
Thanks – President Favo thanked Civil Service Commission Chairman Les Leasure for his 
work on the new Rules and Regulations, and thanked Council Member Saxon for her 
continued work on the Chamber Newsletter.  Ms. Saxon noted that the work was a “joint 
effort.” 
 
 
UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS – President Favo referred those present to the list of public 
meetings itemized in the Agenda, noting that dates were correct as of publication of the 
Agenda. 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS - There were no miscellaneous items to report that evening. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to conduct that evening, Mr. Milberger offered a motion to 
adjourn to Executive Session.  Mr. Scott seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
L. C. Jensen 
Assistant Borough Secretary 
 


