
Oakmont Borough Council                                      228 (Final) 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting              February 13, 2012 

minutes obc 2.13.12.docx 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Regular Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 PM by 
Vice President Ride in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 767 Fifth Street, 
Oakmont, Pennsylvania 15139.   
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:  Council Members Colianni, Favo, Ride, Saxon, Scott, Vagley and 

President Milberger (arr. 8:45 PM); Mayor Fescemyer; Borough 
Manager Jamison and Assistant Borough Secretary Jensen 

 
Excused: Solicitor Shoop 
 
Absent: Chief DiSanti 
  
Visitors:  Jack Artman, George Coulter, Lynn Cummings, Bill DeTurck, Nathan 

English, Paul Jenkins, Rich Luciana, Craig Olson, Bill Peoples, Bertha 
Shearer, Bobbi Sullivan, Summer Tissue and Dick Williams 

 
 
REGISTERED COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
Bill DeTurck, County Assessments – Mr. DeTurck said the new Allegheny County 
property assessments had been posted that day and he was very upset.  He exhorted 
Council to pass a resolution against these assessments. 
 
Mr. DeTurck passed out aerial plat photographs of the area where he lives in Morris 
Estates.  Each plat had the current and new assessments marked on it.  Mr. DeTurck 
pointed out the inconsistencies in many of the new assessments, noting that his own 
property had increased 600% from $7,500 to $45,100. 
 
Mr. DeTurck also said Council should request that the Assessment Appeal Hearings 
be held in the community where the properties exist, rather than in downtown 
Pittsburgh.  Mr. Favo thought this was a good idea and asked the Borough Manager 
to write to the County Real Estate Department to request that the Assessment Appeal 
Hearings for Oakmont residents be held in Oakmont. 
 
Mr. DeTurck also mentioned there were several untaxed parcels of property to be 
found in his area, and that the Borough should be doing something to get these 
properties on the tax rolls.   
 
Next, Mr. DeTurck referred to a parcel of land adjacent to his property at 53 Morris 
Street, formerly owned by the Textile Chemical Company and then by the Benjamin 
Moore Paint Company, that he said he had tried to buy many times.  Mr. Favo noted 
that this property had already been donated to the Borough approximately three 
years ago.  Mr. DeTurck encouraged the Borough to sell this property, so that the 
Borough could get tax revenues from it. 
 
Lynn Cummings, Zoning Issue – Ms. Cummings said it had been eight months 
since she requested that the Borough enforce two of its own ordinances with regard 
to an alleged encroachment onto her property of a shed erected by her neighbor, 
Vince Fischetti.  She said she was here tonight to find out the status on this. 
 
Borough Manager Jamison said he spoke with the Borough’s Code Enforcement 
Officer Ed Crates that day and Mr. Crates said he had done nothing since his 
recommendation in November that the Borough pursue the issue through the civil 
courts.  Mr. Jamison said he had also tried to contact Mr. Fischetti three times that 
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day, but had gotten no answer.  He added that Council intended to decide that night 
in Executive Session if they should pursue litigation on this issue or not. 
 
Ms. Cummings comments that she had spent $1,000 of her own money to pursue this 
matter, and that she felt it was only fair that the Borough spend an equal amount.  
She also said she wanted answers to questions that she had asked before, but never 
gotten answers to.  Council Member Favo asked that these be entered into the 
record.  Ms. Cummings questions were: 
 

1. When an ordinance is enacted, who is responsible for 
compliance? 

 
Mr. Jamison replied that the Borough’s Ordinance Officer 
initiates the action, which was done when he asked Mr. Crates 
to look into the matter.  Mr. Crates' conclusion was that the 
Borough would have to initiate a civil action against Mr. 
Fischetti.   

 
2. What is the extent of the Ordinance Officer’s authority? 
 
 The Borough Manager explained that the Borough had hired 

Martone Engineering to provide code enforcement services, 
and that they had provided the Borough with Mr. Crates.  He 
added that the Borough was too small to hire someone full-
time, so Mr. Crates only worked in the Borough a few hours a 
week. 

 
 Mr. Favo referred Ms. Cummings to E-Code to explore the full 

explanation of the role of the Ordinance Officer. 
 
3. How can you find the date when an Ordinance was enacted? 
 
 Again, Mr. Favo referred Ms. Cummings to the Borough Code 

where the enactment dates for all Ordinances are cited. 
 
4. Are individuals solely responsible for reporting violations, or is 

someone from the Borough charged with this? 
 
 Mr. Favo said the police do a good job of reporting violations, 

and that the average person usually cannot determine what is 
a violation, and what is not. 

 
 Ms. Vagley added that sometimes, as in the case of the recent 

sidewalk repair project, there is a combination of various 
Borough entities joining hands to enforce the Borough’s laws. 

 
5. Are Borough Ordinances reviewed regularly to ensure that 

they are current and in compliance with state and federal law? 
 
 The Borough Code is regularly reviewed for exactly these 

reasons by the company who publishes our Code Book.  This 
was done most recently in 2007. 

 
Ms. Cummings commented that no one had ever come to check that Mr. Fischetti’s 
shed was erected within the proper setbacks of his property.  She said everyone 
cannot just be allowed to do whatever they want. 
 
Mr. Favo thanked Ms. Cummings for her persistence, noting that he thought everyone 
recognized that these circumstances were not acceptable. 
 
Vice President Ride said Mr. Jamison would get back to Ms. Cummings that week to 
let her know Council’s decision whether to litigate the issue in civil court or not. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
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Nathan English, Tree Removal Billing – Mr. English complained that he had 
received an invoice three times for the removal of a Borough tree in front of his 
property, but that he had not paid it because he did not agree with it. 
 
Mr. Favo, noting that Council had wrestled with the concept of billing residents for 
public trees for quite a while, gave a brief history of the Borough’s current position 
with regard to tree removals, i.e., that the resident be required to pay one-half of the 
tree removal cost up to a cap of $250.00.  Residents are not charged for the cost of 
stump removal, tree planting or tree pruning. 
 
Mr. English asked where the funding for Borough trees came from.  When he was told 
that tax revenues cover these costs, Mr. English turned to the audience and asked, 
“Does this sound fair to everyone up here?  That’s billing the resident twice.”  To 
which Mayor Fescemyer responded, “I’m with you. I don’t think this is fair.” 
 
Ms. Vagley remarked that trees are a valuable asset to the community, and that 
Council had agreed to operate from that standpoint.  Mr. English felt that Council 
should not do things that they cannot pay for via tax revenues.  Ms. Vagley said that 
the Borough could not afford to support the entire cost for its trees without a 
significant increase in taxes.  Mr. Favo said that Council was trying to “balance it out” 
for everyone as best they could. 
 
Ms. Colianni asked if people could be apprised of the Borough’s billing policy before 
the tree is removed. 
 
Mr. English left the meeting at 7:58 PM, but returned shortly thereafter to place a 
check on Mr. Favo’s desk for the amount of the tree removal. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Loughren OBP Resignation – Vice President Ride read a letter of resignation, dated 
January 12, 2012, from Boulevard Project Board Member Lindsay Loughren. 
 
Kacin, Edgewater Parking - Ms. Ride read a letter from Kacin’s Jason Corna, dated 
January 10, 2012, complaining that the existing diagonal parking at College Avenue 
and Cedar Way was unsafe.  Mr. Jamison noted that a decorative light fixture had 
been knocked over at the site just that day. 
 
Carlberg, Park Closure – Ms. Ride read an email sent to Council Member Saxon 
from resident Deborah Carlberg, dated February 8, 2012, regarding Riverside Park 
being closed.  Ms. Ride asked the Borough Manager to address this.  Mr. Jamison 
said that there was one gate opened on Second Street, but that Recreation Board 
Member Doug Myers had tried to restrict general entrance to the Park for safety 
reasons during the Park Renovation Project, and not as Ms. Carlberg supposed 
because the ice skating rink was not being used.   
 
Ms. Saxon noted that the email had also been shared with the Recreation Board. 
 
English, Tree Removal Billing – Vice President Ride read an email sequence, dated 
February 8, 2012, from Nathan English to Ms. Jensen, regarding his bill for the tree 
removal in front of his property. 
 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
2012 Tax Anticipation Note – Mr. Jamison said that Council had anticipated floating 
a Tax Anticipation Note in 2012 due to anticipated cash flow issues stemming from 
the changes in Earned Income Tax collection and a delay in getting out property 
assessments bills. 
 
He said that after doing a cash flow analysis, and sitting down with the Treasurer and 
the Vice President, it was decided that a Tax Anticipation Note would not be 
necessary in 2012. 
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Park Renovation Update – The Borough Manager said that the Borough Engineer 
was putting together a letter outlining Park events that will be occurring during the 
spring in Riverside Park and how construction and safety issues will affect the Park 
being opened, when the school athletic programs are slated to start, etc. 
 
Light Rail Transit – Mr. Jamison said he was unexpectedly called into a meeting with 
officials from PennDOT, the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) and the Allegheny 
Valley Railroad to discuss light rail transit.  He said the project, which will disturb the 
Arboretum Trail and town crossroads significantly, is to start in two years.  He said 
their main concern will be pedestrian safety, and that they wanted to remove all the 
stairs currently going between Allegheny River Boulevard and Allegheny Avenue and 
replace them with overhead ramps and steps which will lead up to the light rail 
system. 
 
Manager Jamison reported that the officials said they have the right to close whatever 
intersections they deem necessary for the overhead track.  There are to be nine daily 
trains from Arnold to Pittsburgh and back, with whistles blowing at every intersection. 
 
New Hulton Bridge – The Manager reported that he had also met last week with 
PennDOT and PUC officials about the new Hulton Bridge.  The completion deadline 
keeps getting later and later, he said, with the new deadline now being December 
2016.  Only one structure on Huston Road will have to be demolished to build the 
new bridge.  
 
Estimated timeframes give one year for the installation of bridge piers, one year for 
construction of the bridge’s deck, and then finally the demolition of the old Hulton 
Bridge up to 2016, at a total cost of $84 million.   
 
Audience member, George Coulter, expressed concern that the already-scheduled 
2016 U.S. Open Golf Tournament would be negatively affected by this construction. 
 
Mr. Jamison also mentioned that the Borough would now be responsible for 800 feet 
of snow removal along the Oakmont side of the new bridge sidewalk in the winter, but 
that the Borough was permitted to erect barriers to close off the sidewalk, instead, 
during the winter months. 
 
Mayor Fescemyer said he attended the same meeting and that construction was to 
start in the fall of 2013 and be completed by 2015.  All the odds and ends, including 
the demolition of the old bridge, would occur in 2016.  He said the only time both the 
old and the new bridges would be closed at the same time would be for two weeks.  
“They guaranteed this would be the case,” he stressed. 
 
Refinancing Library Bond – Mr. Jamison said the Borough had been alerted by our 
current bonding company that the Borough could save approximately $80,000 after 
fees were paid, by refinancing the Library’s bond at a lower interest rate.  After getting 
three proposals, Mr. Jamison said it looked like PNC Bank had the best rate.  He 
remarked that Council had saved approximately $140,000 last year by refinancing a 
bond issue. 
 
Since no action needs to be taken until April, it was agreed that Council would 
interview the proposers and make a decision after that.  Action is to be taken at the 
March meeting on this. 
 
Vice President Ride stressed the importance of making a timely decision on this, 
noting that the savings were merely estimates and could vary dramatically depending 
on when Council decides to finalize refinancing the bond.  She asked that the 
Borough Manager invite the bonding agents to the next Work Session. 
 
Mr. Favo said these kinds of bonds were designed to be refinanced, and that he did 
not want to pay Standard & Poor’s again for another rating, since the company who is 
currently recommending we refinance the Library bond, also advised us not to 
refinance the Library bond when we were refinancing the Borough’s bond earlier. 
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Meeting Attendance/Summaries - Council Member Favo also asked that, in the 
future, the Borough Manager advise Council, in advance, of meetings such as the 
ones that took place regarding the Light Rail and the Hulton Bridge.  He also asked 
that the Manager provide Council with summaries of the meetings after he attends 
them. 
 
CITF Grant #3 – Mr. Favo reported that the Recreation Board wanted to increase the 
CITF grant application request to $125,000, instead of the original $100,000.  No one 
expressed opposition to increasing the amount. 
 
Finally, Mr. Jamison reviewed each task that he had completed over the last month 
for those present. 
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Stop Sign, 3rd & Delaware – Regarding the recommendation for erection of a stop 
sign at the southeast corner of Delaware Avenue and Third Street, Mayor Fescemyer 
reported that the stop sign was already in place.  The end of the 30-day trial period 
should be up soon, he said. 
 
Mr. Favo asked if any study had been done to determine if the stop sign was needed 
in the first place, before the 30-day trial period, and prior to installation.  
 
Blocked Signage, College & Allegheny Avenues – The Mayor said he had not yet 
been briefed by the Chief on the possible sign blockage reported by Council Member 
Scott leading into the Edgewater development, and would have the Chief do a report 
on this. 
 
2011 Police Accomplishments – In response to President Milberger’s request that 
police department accomplishments be added to the Borough’s list for 2011, Mayor 
Fescemyer read a report on the overarching accomplishments of the Police 
Department last year.   
 
Statistically, the Mayor said he had used 2004 figures to compare with current 
figures.  He said that the most significant accomplishment in 2011 was the “continued 
vigilance in the face of increased and different kinds of crime.” 
 
Monthly Police Reports – Referring to the Mayor’s report on 2011 police department 
accomplishments, Mr. Favo noted that the figures did not jive with the figures reported 
in the monthly Police Reports distributed to Council each month – some were higher 
than the those cited in the monthly reports, and some were lower.  Mr. Favo pointed 
out a few discrepancies, such as that the 44 drug arrests mentioned in the police 
accomplishments report, totaled 22 drug arrests in the monthly reports. 
 
Referring to recent lack of information provided in the monthly police reports, Mr. 
Favo said that Council was just asking for more knowledge.  He pointed out that 
information that had not been shared with Council was being reported in a Your Twin-
Boros blog.  Mayor Fescemyer said the information not being shared with Council 
was because the information was related to ongoing investigations. 
 
Mr. Favo said he was only asking for the same information that Council used to 
receive regularly in the monthly reports.  The Mayor responded by asking that Mr. 
Favo not wait to ask these questions all at once.  Mr. Favo said he had asked for a 
return to the original report format for the last four Council meeting. “Who did you 
ask? Because it wasn’t me,” stated the Mayor.  Other members of Council agreed 
that Mr. Favo had asked for this information at previous public meetings. “If you come 
to me, you’ll get what you want,” said the Mayor. 
 
Mr. Favo asked Mayor Fescemyer to return the Arrest Summary to the monthly 
reports.  When the Mayor responded that they were not going to do this just because 
one person was requesting it, Council Members Saxon and Colianni said they, too, 
want to see the monthly Arrest Summary. 
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President Milberger then polled Council, asking if they were in favor of returning the 
monthly reports to the old format, which included the Arrest Summary.  Council 
concurred that they would like to see this information in the monthly reports.  It was 
also agreed that the arrests could be presented with the names blocked out if the 
information was felt to be sensitive or was part of an ongoing investigation.  The 
Mayor agreed to list the individual’s address in the Arrest Summary.  Mr. Favo 
pointed out that the same information could be obtained by anyone who walked into 
the police station under the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
President Milberger thanked the Mayor for bringing in the 2012 Police Budget under 
budget at Council’s request.  Once again, he asked Mayor Fescemyer to review the 
police accomplishments listed in the Borough’s 2011 Accomplishments list that had 
already been prepared. 
 
Monthly Police Report - Mayor Fescemyer then reviewed portions of the January 
2012 Police Report for those present.  
 
President Milberger noticed that there was a larger number of parking tags listed on 
Allegheny River Boulevard in this report than in the past. 
 
Edgewater Development Street Addresses – Council Member Favo asked if the 
street numbers being redone in the Edgewater development would all be in the 200’s, 
as they should be, rather than some of the existing street numbers which are in the 
600’s.  Mayor Fescemyer said he was not sure, and that it was Kacin who had 
assigned these street numbers.  Kacin had already ordered placards with the 
incorrect street numbers on them, and are upset now that they have to be redone. 
 
Fire Chief Peoples said that he knew that Riverfront Avenue in the plan had been 
given the correct street numbers that corresponded with the numbering throughout 
the Borough.  The task is with the U.S. Post Office right now, he said, and they are to 
send their results to Chief DiSanti after reviewing. 
 
Monthly OVFD Report - Fire Chief Bill Peoples reported on the Fire Department’s 
activities for January 2012.  He advised residents to replace their smoke detectors, 
and not just the batteries, after 7-10 years of use. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
December 12, 2011 Minutes – Ms. Saxon offered a motion to approve the Minutes 
from the Regular Meeting of December 12, 2011, as revised.   
 
Ms. Vagley seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
December 27, 2011 Minutes – Ms. Ride offered a motion to approve the Minutes 
from the Special Meeting of December 27, 2011, as written.   
 
Ms. Saxon seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
January 3, 2012 Minutes – Ms. Saxon offered a motion to approve the Minutes from 
the Reorganization Meeting of January 3, 2012, as written.   
 
Mr. Scott seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Finance Committee 
 
Warrants – Vice President Ride moved to approve the Warrant List for January 2012, 
dated February 13, 2012, and showing the following expenditures: 
 

Fund Amount 

General Fund $92,577.91 
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Boulevard Project Fund $1,395.16 
Kerr Museum Fund $10,155.79 
Library Fund $30,637.91 
Liquid Fuels Fund $  -0-  
Sewer Fund $82,019.67 
Capital Fund (Parks) $5,241.46 
Capital Fund (Roads) $24,355.71 
Capital Reserve Fund $  -0-  
Operating Reserve Fund $  -0-  

 
Ms. Colianni seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
Resolution No. R7-2012, Fixing Time & Place – Ms. Ride offered Resolution No. 
R7-2012, and moved for its adoption, a resolution fixing the time and place where and 
when a complete settlement of all taxes collected by the Tax Collector of the Borough 
of Oakmont for the Year 2011, and prior years, shall be made as provided by the Act 
of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, approved May 25, 
1945, as amended. 
 
Ms. Saxon seconded the motion. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Ms. Colianni Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Mr. Favo Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes President Milberger Yes 
Ms. Saxon Yes   

 
The motion passed 7 to 0. 
 
President Milberger declared the resolution adopted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book 
Volume 31, Page 62, as Resolution No. R7-2012. 
 
Untaxed Properties – Ms. Ride asked if there were some way to track those 
Oakmont properties that should be on the tax rolls, but were not.  A brief discussion 
followed with Vice President Ride asking Mr. DeTurck if he would provide the 
Borough Manager with his list of untaxed properties in the Morris Estates.  Mr. 
DeTurck agreed to provide Mr. Jamison with the lot and block numbers for these 
properties. 
 
2011-2013 Auditors – Ms. Ride offered a motion to ratify the action of the Borough 
Manager in accepting the proposal of Hosack, Specht, Muetzel & Wood, LLP to 
perform the Borough’s audit’s for the years 2011, 2012 and 2013 at a cost of 
$10,000, $10,350 and $10,725, respectively. 
 
Mr. Scott seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
Public Safety Committee 
 
Resolution No. R8-2012, Adopting Hazard Mitigation Plan – Mr. Scott offered 
Resolution No. R8-2012, and moved for its adoption, a resolution adopting the 
Allegheny County 2011 Hazard Mitigation Plan as the official Hazard Mitigation Plan 
of the Borough of Oakmont, and making other provisions thereto. 
 
Ms. Ride seconded the motion. 
 
Noting that Council needed to pay very close attention to knowing “what we’re signing 
on for,” Ms. Vagley asked Mr. Scott if he could pay close attention to this. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Ms. Colianni Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Mr. Favo Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes President Milberger Yes 
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Ms. Saxon Yes   
 
The motion passed 7 to 0. 
 
President Milberger declared the resolution adopted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book 
Volume 31, Page 63, as Resolution No. R8-2012. 
 
Garibay to OVFD Eligibility List – Mr. Scott offered a motion to approve the addition 
of Stefani Nycole Garibay, 529 Edgewood Avenue, to the Oakmont Volunteer Fire 
Department Eligibility List. 
 
Mr. Favo seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. Vagley noted that Council had asked the Fire Department previously to remove 
the line in their application requesting a Social Security Number, but noticed that it 
was still on the Garibay application.  Fire Fighter Craig Olson agreed to remove this 
when he redoes the application.  In the meantime, he said they would black out that 
line. 
 
The motion passed, 7 to 0. 
 
Stop Sign Trial – Mr. Scott offered a motion to authorize the installation of a 
temporary stop sign for a 30-day trial period at the southeast corner of Delaware 
Avenue and Third Street. 
 
Ms. Vagley suggested that the motion say “ratify” rather than “authorize” since the 
sign had already been put up.   
 
Mr. Favo said he had issues with the fact that the sign was erected without any study 
being done as to whether or not it was needed at all.  He said he personally saw no 
hazard with the lack of a stop sign at that corner. 
 
President Milberger asked if Council was agreeable to stipulating a trial period that 
lasted to March 12.  Council concurred. 
 
Mr. Scott withdrew his original motion, and then offered a motion to ratify the 
installation of a temporary stop sign for a trial period, ending March 12, 2012, at the 
southeast corner of Delaware Avenue and Third Street. 
 
Mr. Favo seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. Vagley said she still wanted to see some sort of data to support the need for a 
stop sign there, or not. 
 
President Milberger said he wanted to be clear that no authorization had been given 
by Council to erect the stop sign.  Discussion ensued as to the proper protocols for 
erecting a stop sign in the Borough.  It was agreed that the following steps be 
adhered to whenever there is a request to erect a traffic sign in the Borough: 
 

1. Once a request has been made, the Police Department must 
make recommendation to Council as to whether or not the 
traffic sign should be erected. 
 

2. Council must authorize installation of the traffic signal for a 30-
day trial period. 

 
3. The Police Department must notify Council, in writing, when 

the 30-day trial period is to begin and end. 
 
4. Council must authorize the permanent installation of the traffic 

signal. 
 
The motion passed, 7 to 0. 
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ACBA Delegates – Mr. Scott offered a motion to appoint Laurie J. Saxon as 
Official Delegate, and Nancy L. Ride as Alternate Delegate, to all meetings of 
the Allegheny County Boroughs Association. 
 
Ms. Colianni seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
Civil Service Testing Changes – Mr. Scott reported that the proposed 
changes to the Civil Service Rules and Regulations with regard to testing, as 
discussed at earlier meetings, were state-mandated and therefore must be 
complied with.  Psychological testing had been taken out earlier, reported Mr. 
Scott, and need not be addressed again. 
 
Mr. Scott agreed to get these changes to Ms. Jensen in order to prepare an 
amendment to the Civil Service Rules and Regulations Ordinance for the 
March Meeting. 
 
Vice President Ride also asked Mr. Scott to look into making Cedar Way, 
between College and Washington, one-way.  Mr. Favo said that making a lot 
of other streets one-way should also be looked into. 
 
Auxiliary Police By-Laws – Mr. Scott noted that Council had yet to approve 
the proposed revisions to the Auxiliary Police By-Laws.  Mr. Scott said he 
would take a look at the revisions and report back to Council. 
 
Disorderly House Ordinance – Council Member Scott said he had obtained 
some sample ordinances pertaining to disorderly houses, copies of which he 
would get to the rest of Council. 
 
Planning and Economic Development Committee 
 
Resolution No. R9-2012, CITF Grant #3 – Ms. Vagley offered Resolution No.  
R9-2012, and moved for its adoption, a resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council 
of the Borough of Oakmont, County of Allegheny, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
authorizing the filing of an application for funds with the Redevelopment Authority of 
Allegheny County for improvements to the Riverside Park trails, and other 
improvements at a cost of $125,000.00. 
 
Mr. Favo seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Favo asked Mr. Jamison to work closely with Recreation Board Chairman Tom 
Bland on this grant, and keep him advised of all that goes on with it.  Mr. Jamison 
said that he was already doing this. 
 
President Milberger inquired about the key dates associated with this grant. Mr. 
Jamison explained that the Allegheny Valley North Council of Governments (AVN-
COG) Director Tom Benecki was responsible for administrating this grant. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Ms. Colianni Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Mr. Favo Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes President Milberger Yes 
Ms. Saxon Yes   

 
President Milberger declared the resolution adopted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book 
Volume 31, Page 64, as Resolution No. R9-2012. 
 
OBP Loughren Resignation – Ms. Vagley offered a motion to accept the resignation 
of Lindsay Loughren from the Oakmont Boulevard Project Board, effective 
immediately. 
 
Mr. Scott seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
“No Hunting” at Satler – Ms. Vagley then offered a motion to authorize the Oakmont 
Recreation Board to install “No Hunting” signs in Satler Park (Dark Hollow Woods). 
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Ms. Colianni seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. Vagley asked if the other members thought there should be a $500 cap on the 
cost to purchase the “No Hunting” signs.  After a brief discussion, it was agreed that 
since hunting season was almost over and there was time, this should be discussed 
further at the March Work Session. 
 
Ms. Vagley withdrew her motion and Ms. Colianni withdrew her second. 
 
Sale of Wood – Ms. Vagley asked how much wood from the trees taken down in 
Riverside Park had been sold.  Mr. Jamison said only the poplar had been sold to 
date. 
 
Traffic Signal – Council Member Vagley also inquired when the traffic signals were 
scheduled to be installed in relation to the Edgewater development.  Mr. Favo said he 
would get the details on this installation. 
 
Arboretum Trail Ramp Lights – Ms. Vagley reported that Recreation Board Member 
and electrician Doug Myers asked that the Street Department replace any lights that 
were out along the ramp before Light Up Night, but that they had failed to do this.  
She said she thought this should be an annual occurrence each year, via Work Order 
to the Street Department, prior to Light Up Night.   
 
Mr. Jamison responded that the Street Crew had taken a look at these lights and 
could not fix them merely by replacing bulbs.  Evidently, salt gets into the canister 
surrounding the light bulb and corrodes the electric mechanism.   Mr. Jamison said he 
sent Mr. Myers an email explaining this and asked him to repair these lights for the 
Borough. 
 
Signs in R-O-W – Ms. Saxon was asked to put a blurb in the Newsletter explaining 
that putting signs in Borough rights-of-way, above the underground irrigation system 
for Borough plantings, was prohibited. 
 
Developers’ Agreements – Ms. Vagley asked if the developers under agreement 
with the Borough had been invoiced for the amounts they owed the Borough yet.  Mr. 
Jamison said he had contacted Chester Engineers, who had worked on several of the 
developments, for their figures, but that because they were in the process of getting 
new computers, the information was delayed.  He agreed to “nudge” them along. 
 
Public Works Committee 
 
New Property Assessments – Mr. Favo reported that he had gotten information 
explaining the new real estate assessments to Ms. Saxon for her article about this in 
the Newsletter. 
 
Retail Parking – Council Member Favo said he would have something put together 
by the March Work Session pertaining to retail parking improvements. 
 
2012 Paving Projects – Mr. Favo has been in touch with Borough Engineer Bill 
Wengerd to start up work on the 2012 Paving Projects. 
 
Legal, Zoning & Land Use Committee 
 
PSAB Annual Conference – Ms. Colianni offered a motion to authorize Nancy Ride, 
Laurie Saxon and Lisa Cooper Jensen to attend the Pennsylvania State Association 
of Boroughs Annual Conference, April 29, 2012 through May 2, 2012, at Seven 
Springs Resort. 
 
Mr. Scott seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
Boulevard Trash Container Lids – Ms. Colianni reported that she was continuing to 
collect the legal documents pertaining to the Borough and the Edgewater 
development.  She is currently waiting for a copy of the Homeowners’’ Agreement 
from Kacin. 
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 
2012 Goals/Action Items – Referring to the list of action items recently distributed to 
Council, President Milberger explained that those items with asterisks beside them 
indicated an ongoing  goal for 2012.  He went on to explain what the “Complete,” 
“Hold” and “Complete” indicated on the list. 
 
He asked Council Members to make sure the “Completes” were kept up-to-date and 
correct, and explained that the list should be reviewed and updated as Council goes 
through each Standing Committee’s activities at their meetings.  
 
2011 Accomplishments  - President Milberger explained that a draft of Riverside 
Park Renovation Project accomplishments was in the works.  He also asked Mr. Scott 
to take a look at what needed to be added to the list of 2011 Accomplishments for the 
police department, and that he wanted to make sure the police department was 
comfortable with the list. 
 
Ms. Saxon reminded those present that the February issue of the newsletter had 
already gone to publication, so that any changes to the 2011 Accomplishments would 
be hard to make at this point. 
 
Nepotism Policy  - Mr. Milberger reported that he would have a draft of the Nepotism 
Policy ready for discussion at the March Work Session. 
 
Communication & Code Committee 
 
Newsletter – Ms. Saxon said her articles for the February newsletter had been sent 
to the publisher last evening, since they were due today.  She offered to meet with 
Mayor Fescemyer to revise the list of police accomplishments, if necessary.  The 
article on the new property assessments will be in the February issue. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Marketing Oakmont – Noting that Walmart and another South Carolina company 
were in the process of installing smaller supermarkets in various towns, George 
Coulter asked what mechanisms, if any, were in place to market Oakmont to those 
kinds of companies.  He suggested the Borough prepare a packet of information, 
specifically geared to economic development, which could be given to companies 
who show interest in locating in Oakmont. 
 
President Milberger said that Council would discuss this and get back to Mr. Coulter. 
 
Bertha Shearer  - Mrs. Shearer commented that a few topics discussed that night 
had “stuck in her craw” and she felt the need to get them off her chest.  These topics 
were: 
 

� If you’re going to plant a tree, tell the resident that they will be 
billed; 

 
� Commending the police department for coming in under 

budget in 2012, getting equipment that doesn’t cost the 
Borough anything, and for making her feel safe; and, 

 
� Commending Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 

Summer Tissue, whose birthday it is today. 
 

Mr. Favo said he thought most people understood why they had to share at least 
some of the cost of tree removal, and that he thought the current policy – where 
residents are billed for up to one-half of the removal cost with a maximum limit of 
$250 – was a good compromise. 
 
President Milberger said he felt safe, too, and wished Summer Tissue a happy 
birthday. 
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Borough Land – Returning to the parcel of property abutting his property  that was 
donated to the Borough by the Benjamin Moore Paint Company, Bill DeTurck wanted 
to know who was responsible for determining assessment classifications.  He also 
wanted to know what “abatement” meant in connection to assessed properties.  Mr. 
Favo suggested he contact the Allegheny County assessors to answer these 
questions. 
 
Grocery Stores in Oakmont – Referring to Mr. Coulter’s comments about 
encouraging Walmart to establish a small grocery store in Oakmont, Summer Tissue 
said the Chamber had looked into the same thing when the Giant Eagle moved out of 
Oakmont.  They were told that studies showed Oakmont was not a viable town in 
which to sustain a grocery store.   
 
Ms. Tissue offered to share this information and her contacts on this with Council.  
President Milberger asked her to do this. 
 
 
UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS – President Milberger referred those present to the 
list of public meetings itemized in the Agenda, noting that dates were correct as of 
publication of the Agenda. 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  
 
CITF Grant #3 – Mr. Favo asked Mr. Jamison how the CITF grants were funded, and 
how we submitted requests for payment.  Mr. Jamison said he would have to check 
with AVNCOG Director Tom Benecki on this, but that he knew some of  the funding 
came from gambling casino funds. 
 
Mr. Favo said he was having problems understanding Mr. Jamison’s budget report 
showing expenses and revenues for the Park Renovation Project to date.  The report 
shows $88,000 to be funded by the CITF grant.  He also cautioned that cost overruns 
on this project could not legitimately be paid for through the CITF grant. 
 
Assessments – Mrs. Shearer noted that State Representative Frank Dermody was 
talking about setting up an office to help people who may have trouble affording their 
new assessment increases. 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to conduct that evening, Mr. Scott offered a motion to 
adjourn to Executive Session.  Mr. Favo seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lisa Cooper Jensen 
Assistant Borough Secretary 
 


