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CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Special Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to order at 7:01 PM by 
President Favo in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 767 Fifth Street, 
Oakmont, Pennsylvania 15139.   
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:  Council Members Milberger, Ride, Saxon, Scott, Vagley and President 

Favo; Mayor Fescemyer; Chief DiSanti; Borough Manager Jamison 
and Assistant Borough Secretary Jensen 

 
Absent: Mr. Donovan and Solicitor Shoop 
 
Visitors:  Natalie Cichoski, Julie Martin 
 
 
 
REGISTERED COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
No one was registered to speak that evening. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
Natalie Cichoski – Ms. Cichoski, 1027 Fifth Street, said she wanted to tell Council 
“from the beginning” what had happen to her property and why the Borough was at 
fault.  She said they had put money down to purchase their property in 1986.  At that 
time, she called the Borough Manager who told her the property was a “buildable lot,” 
and wrote the Cichoskis a letter to that effect.  Prior to the start of construction, 
Surveyor Robert Findlay advised the Cichoskis that a storm sewer went through the 
property, right where they intended to build the house.  They had to move the location 
of the house because of this. 
 
Ten years later, Ms. Cichoski said they began to have problems in the back of their 
property with sink holes forming.  She said neighbors had previously been using the 
back of their property as a “garbage pit.”  When she called the Borough, they put 
“loads of dirt” in the sink holes.  After serious flooding in the area, the Borough agreed 
to excavate their entire driveway, where they found a broken sewer line. At that time, 
the Borough Manager asked the Cichoskis if they would be willing to help pay for the 
cost of the excavation.  Ms. Cichoski said her response was, “Are you crazy?  This is 
your storm sewer, not mine.” 
 
Now the storm sewer is leaking again and the Borough is once again saying that it is 
not their problem.  Ms. Cichoski said she has seen human waste where the storm 
sewer was originally excavated and has called the U.S. EPA.  She said they told her 
she could sue the Borough for this.  Her insurance company also told her the 
Borough would be liable if anyone should get hurt by falling in a sink hole.  She said 
some of the sink holes were 20” deep. 
 
Ms. Cichoski said, “I really don’t care what you do.  I’m gonna let everyone know what 
the Borough is like so that they have some indication what they’re up against.”  She 
said she had also contacted a lawyer and had been advised not to pay any taxes.  
President Favo said all of Council had received her letters, and reminded Ms. 
Cichoski that they had met with her husband to discuss the problem just recently. 
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Borough Manager Jamison said that all those originally involved were present at this 
meeting with only Mr. Cichoski:  the former Borough Manager, Adeline Brown, 
Contractor Don Carlucci, the Police Chief, himself and the Street Superintendent.  He 
said there was a complete file documenting this issue from its start, and that the 
former Borough Manager had noted that the Borough had done the Cichoskis a favor 
in excavating their driveway.  Mr. Jamison said the Borough excavation revealed a lot 
of garbage under the driveway, which had to be removed before the proper fill could 
be put in and the driveway restored.  Mr. Jamison said, “We shouldn’t have done this 
for you.” 
 
He went on to say that the former Borough Manager could not have known what was 
in the ground when Ms. Cichoski asked if the lot was buildable.  It was not her job to 
determine soil conditions. “This is not our responsibility in any way, shape or form,” 
stated Mr. Jamison. 
 
After the meeting with Mr. Cichoski, Mr. Jamison reported that Ms. Cichoski had 
called the Allegheny County Health Department and reported that she had seen feces 
where the storm line was.  A dye test was professionally done on the entire line and 
no fecal matter were found.  Mr. Jamison invited Ms. Cichoski’s attorney to contact 
our Borough Solicitor if she wished to pursue the matter further.  When Mr. Jamison 
told Ms. Cichoski that the problem was caused by a natural water course going 
through her property, and not a broken storm sewer that the Borough had put in, Ms. 
Cichoski said, “Then I’m gonna plug it up.”  She was advised not to do this.  At this 
point, Ms. Cichoski walked out of the meeting. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
November 14, 2011 Minutes – Ms. Vagley offered a motion to approve the Minutes 
from the Regular Meeting of November 14, 2011, as written.  Ms. Saxon seconded 
the motion, which passed 6 to 0. 
 
December 12, 2011 Minutes – Mr. Scott offered a motion to approve the Minutes 
from the Regular Meeting of December 12, 2011, as written.  Mr. Milberger seconded 
the motion. 
 
Vice President Ride said she had some additions to these Minutes that she had not 
yet gotten to Ms. Jensen, and requested that the motion be tabled.  Mr. Scott 
withdrew his motion; Mr. Milberger withdrew his second, and the motion was tabled. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Finance Committee 
 
Ordinance No. O30-2011, Adoption of 2012 Budget – At Vice President Ride’s 
request, Mr. Jamison began his summary of the Final 2012 Borough Budget by 
saying that no numbers had changed since the 2012 Preliminary Budget was 
presented on December 12, 2011.  When President Favo said he had some changes 
to suggest prior to passage of the Budget, it was agreed to discuss these changes 
first, prior to formally offering the 2012 Budget for adoption. 
 
President Favo summarized a printed version of his proposed changes which he 
distributed to Council and the Mayor.  He questioned some of the cuts made in the 
Police budget, in response to Council’s request that the Mayor and Police Chief 
reduce the final balance of the Police budget somewhat. 
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In particular, Mr. Favo questioned the elimination of the $20,000 budgeted to lease a 
license plate tracking device to enhance parking time limit enforcement within the 
business district.  Mr. Favo proposed to eliminate the following expenses from the 
General Fund in order to enable the leasing of the license tracking device, which he 
felt was integral to improving parking in the business district: 
 

Line Item 401.462 - Manager’s Incentive  $  6,000.00 
Line Item 402.312 – CPA Services $  5,000.00 
Line Item 410.373 – Police HQ Facility $10,000.00 
  

Total: $21,000.00 
 
Mayor Fescemyer responded by listing what he felt had already been taken away 
from him in the 2012 Budget.  He felt strongly that they needed more money for 
another police vehicle.  He said he wanted to be able to put his men and their 
vehicles on the streets to protect people.  “Parking is not a primary thing for our police 
department,” he said, “I’ve been out there for 39 years, I know what we need, you 
don’t.”  The Mayor said he felt Council was taking money away him. 
 
Ms. Ride remarked that Council had earlier asked the Police Department to work 
through their budget with the goal of reducing the total police budget, which they had 
done.  She felt that, if the police did not think parking was important, then we should 
find the money elsewhere. 
 
Mr. Favo said he felt compelled to ask if the proposed Police Department office 
renovation was really a priority, when compared to the proper enforcement of parking 
regulations in the retail district.  
 
Mr. Milberger said he wanted to be clear that, even with the proposed Police 
Department cuts, their 2012 budget was still larger than their 2011 budget.  Further 
discussion followed on the merits of the license reader to improve ticketing in the 
retail district versus purchasing other items for the Police Department that the Mayor 
felt were more necessary. 
 
Finally, Mayor Fescemyer agreed that they would do the ticketing along the business 
district with the license plate reader, if Council would agree to allot $10,000 towards 
the purchase of a new police car.  Reiterating that they do not spend money just for 
the sake of spending money, Mayor Fescemyer said, ‘We are very careful with the 
budget.  All I’m asking is to have the things we need.” 
 
Finally, Council Member Milberger offered a motion to decrease Line Item #401.462 - 
Manager Incentive, from $6,000.00 to $1,000.00; to decrease Line Item #402.312 -  
CPA Services, from $5,000.00 to $2,000.00; and, to move these monies totaling 
$8,000.00 to Line Item #410.243 -Ticket Reader and Supplies. 
 
Ms. Saxon seconded the motion.   
 
She also thanked President Favo for working to find the money for the license reader.  
She said she had been disappointed that the ticket reader had been rejected in the 
Preliminary Budget. Now, she felt the Chamber would feel supported in its efforts to 
maintain a viable shopping district with viable parking choices. 
 
On a voiced vote, the motion passed unanimously by a vote of 6 to 0. 
 
Vice President Ride then offered Ordinance No. O30-2011, and moved that it be 
placed on First Reading, an ordinance adopting the Budget, levying and assessing 
taxes, and making appropriations in and for the Borough of Oakmont, for the fiscal 
year ending the 31st day of December 2012. 
 
Mr. Milberger seconded the motion. 
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On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

President Favo Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 

 
The motion passed 6 to 0. 
 
Ms. Ride read the ordinance in its entirety.   
 
President Favo declared the ordinance passed on First Reading. 
 
Vice President Ride then moved that the rules be suspended, the ordinance placed 
on Second and Third Readings, read by its short title and finally passed. 
 
Mr. Scott seconded the motion. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

President Favo Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 

 
The motion passed 6 to 0. 
 
Ms. Ride read the ordinance by its short title. 
 
President Favo declared the Ordinance enacted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book 
Volume 31, Page 54, as Ordinance No. O30- 2011. 
 
Reenact Act 511 Taxes – Next, Ms. Ride offered a motion to reenact all Act 511 
Taxes, i.e., Earned Income Tax, Local Services Tax and Real Estate Transfer Tax, at 
existing rates for the Year 2012. 
 
Ms. Vagley seconded the motion, which passed 6 to 0. 
 
Vice President Ride thanked Borough Manager Jamison and her fellow Council 
members for their work on the 2012 Budget. 
 
Planning and Economic Development Committee 
 
Riverside Park 501(c)3 Status – Ms. Vagley moved to approve additional filing fees 
with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to obtain 501(c)3 status for the Riverside 
Park Association, at a cost not to exceed $400.00, that will be in addition to the 
$850.00 approved at the December 12, 2011 Regular Meeting of Council, for a total 
not to exceed $1,250.00 in filing fees. 
 
Mr. Milberger seconded the motion.   
 
Ms. Vagley explained the additional filing fees were required by the state and had not 
been known by the Recreation Board previously.  Ms. Ride said she felt the 
Recreation Board needed to get started on fundraising as early as possible in 2012. 
 
The motion passed 6 to 0. 
 
New ORB Chairman – Ms. Vagley announced that Tom Bland had recently been 
voted chairman of the Recreation Board.   
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Public Works Committee 
 
Ordinance No. O31-2011, Sewage Fee Increase – Mr. Milberger offered Ordinance 
No. O31-2011, and moved that it be placed on First Reading, an ordinance amending 
Ordinance No. 1903 of the Borough of Oakmont, approved March 13, 1961, and as of 
record in Ordinance Book Volume 15, Page 149, of said Borough, so as to increase 
the sewerage service charge schedule of rates and the method of ascertainment of 
certain rate charges and making other additional provisions relative thereto. 
 
Mr. Scott seconded the motion. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

President Favo Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 

 
The motion passed 6 to 0. 
 
Mr. Milberger read the ordinance in its entirety. 
 
 
President Favo declared the ordinance passed on First Reading. 
 
Mr. Milberger then moved that the rules be suspended, the ordinance placed on 
Second and Third Readings, read by its short title and finally passed. 
 
Ms. Saxon seconded the motion. 
 
This action proposes a 4.5% increase in sewage rates to $7.29 per 1,000 gallons of 
sewage, with a minimum fee of $$43.74 per quarter. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

President Favo Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 

 
The motion passed 6 to 0. 
 
Mr. Milberger read the ordinance by its short title. 
 
President Favo declared the Ordinance enacted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book 
Volume 31, Page 55, as Ordinance No. O31- 2011. 
 
Garbage Fee Increase – Next Mr. Milberger offered a motion to increase the 
quarterly garbage fee from $45.00 per quarter to $47.70 per quarter, effective 
January 1, 2012. 
 
Ms. Ride seconded the motion, which passed 6 to 0. 
 
This reflects a 6% increase in garbage fees. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
No one present in the audience came forward to speak at that time. 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  
 
There were no miscellaneous items to report that evening. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to conduct that evening, Mr. Milberger offered a 
motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Scott seconded the motion, which passed 6 to 0.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lisa Cooper Jensen 
Assistant Borough Secretary 
 


