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CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Regular Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 PM by 
President Favo in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 767 Fifth Street, 
Oakmont, Pennsylvania 15139.  
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:  Council Members Donovan, Milberger, Ride, Saxon, Scott, Vagley and 

President Favo; Solicitor Shoop; Mayor Fescemyer; Chief DiSanti; 
Borough Manager Jamison and Assistant Borough Secretary Jensen 

 
Visitors: Jack H. Artman, Walter Bowman, Dorothy Calfe, Victor Calfe, Elena 

Colianni, Mark Gleason, Anthony Iole, Marguerite Iole, Paul Jenkins, 
Rich Lear, Les Leasure, Rich Luciana, Bill Peoples, Matt Provenza, 
Judy Reed, William Reed, Martha Robbins, Jim Sable, Bertha Shearer, 
Summer Tissue, Nancy Voss and Rich Williams 

 
 
 
REGISTERED COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
Redeemer Lutheran Church School – Anthony Iole addressed those present 
concerning his dismay over a recent playground addition to the school run by the 
Redeemer Lutheran Church at the corner of Thirteenth Street and Pennsylvania 
Avenue.  Mr. Iole reviewed the history of the Redeemer Lutheran school in relation to 
the neighborhood.  He said they had not been good neighbors. 
 
After Mr. Iole had spoken for approximately 30 minutes, President Favo asked if he 
and Borough Manager Jamison could meet with him in a separate meeting so that the 
rest of evening’s agenda could be attended to.  Mr. Iole agreed to do this. 
 
Audience member Judy Reed asked if anyone was present that night from Redeemer 
Lutheran Church.  No one identified themselves as being from the church.  Rich 
Luciana identified himself as the attorney for Redeemer Lutheran Church. 
 
President Favo stressed to those present that this was not an official hearing. 
 
Veteran’s Ceremony – Bertha Shearer said she was glad she had attended the 
service for veterans at the Assembly of God Church. 
 
ARB-Delaware Avenue Construction – PaMS President Rich Lear expressed 
concern over the placement of the “sewer drain” at the construction site at Delaware 
Avenue and Allegheny River Boulevard.  He said he wanted Council to have the 
contractor move the catch basin so it was not in such a dangerous position, noting 
that “it looks like it was moved to save time and money.” 
 
President Favo told Mr. Lear he appreciated him bringing this to the attention of 
Council.  He said he would be bringing the Borough Engineer to the site tomorrow 
and that he would let Mr. Lear meet with him then.  The Engineer has already taken 
pre-construction photographs to compare against the work being done. 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 
Code Enforcement - President Favo said he and Mr. Jamison had met with the 
company providing code enforcement to the Borough and had reviewed the 
Redeemer Lutheran Church issue with them, as well as a couple of other items. 
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Noise Ordinance – President Favo briefly reviewed his draft of a new Noise 
Ordinance for the Borough.  He advised Council to let him know of any changes they 
might want.  Mr. Iole remarked that he disliked the sound of the bells coming from 
Redeemer Lutheran Church. 
 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
 
Solicitor Shoop said he had nothing to report that evening. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Petition re:  Redeemer Lutheran Church – President Favo read a petition, dated 
October 25, 2010, protesting the installation of a playground at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, 1261 Pennsylvania Avenue.  The petition was signed by 11 Oakmont 
residents. 
 
President Favo said he would entertain a motion to enter the petition into the record. 
 
Council Member Milberger offered a motion to enter the petition into the record.  Ms. 
Vagley seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
Code Enforcement Response – President Favo read an email, dated November 8, 
2010, from Dan Martone of Martone Engineering noting that the Zoning Hearing 
Board had granted the Redeemer Lutheran Church a Special Exception to install a 
school in an R-1 Residential Zoning District. 
 
Federici Sidewalk Repair – President Favo next read a letter, dated October 29, 
2010 from Attorney Rich Luciana, asking that the Borough inform him “what state 
statute or other state authority” gives the Borough the power to require residents 
Michael and Bonnie Federici, 700 Fourth Street, to repair their sidewalk, since it was 
damaged by tree roots, not them. 
 
 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
2011 Preliminary Budget – Borough Manager Bruce Jamison reviewed, in detail, the 
preliminary 2011 Budget.  He went over the highlights of expenses and incomes in 
each Borough fund.  He said a “small sewage fee increase” would be needed to help 
finance a bond payment, whose payments will increase in 2011.  He also announced 
that garbage and recycling collection fees will be returned to the Sewer Fund, rather 
than the General Fund, since the fees are considered to be “enterprise funds” 
collected specifically for services provided by the Borough to its residents. 
 
Mr. Jamison concluded by saying that the 2011 Budget would be a balanced budget 
with no tax increases. 
 
President Favo noted that this was still a preliminary budget and that there were still 
some final decisions to be made regarding this budget. 
 
Building Code/Footers – Mr. Jamison reported that there was a “glitch” in the 
Uniform Construction Code (UCC) now being used by the Borough.  Council agreed 
that the UCC is not strict enough with regard to footers.  Mr. Jamison mentioned a 
large garage built recently that had not required a building permit because it was 
under 1,000 square feet, as an example of a considerable structure, with a footer, 
that was not required by the UCC to have a building permit. 
 
Because a municipality is permitted to make more stringent requirements than the 
UCC, Mr. Jamison said Council was now desirous of requiring a building permit for 
any structure requiring a footer. 
 
Solicitor Shoop agreed to draft this legislation for passage at the December Regular 
Meeting on December 13, 2010. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Monthly Police Report - At Mayor Fescemyer’s request, Police Chief DiSanti 
reviewed portions of his October 2010 Police Report for those present.  The Chief 
commended Officers Okonak, Sedlak, Marsico, Ayars, Ford and First Responders for 
various deeds well done. 
 
He reported that the Municipal Building was now “completely under security 
cameras.”  He also said that he spent a lot of time hiring part-time officers, and that 
two new part-timers had recently been added to the roster. 
 
PFA’s – Mayor Fescemyer explained to those present what Protection From Abuse 
(PFA) warrants were since they had been mentioned in the Chief’s report. 
 
Hulton Bridge Inspections – President Favo mentioned that PennDOT would be 
doing some more testing on the Hulton Bridge in the near future. 
 
Monthly OVFD Report – Before reading his report, Fire Chief Bill Peoples noted that 
there was a dumpster on Sixth Street that could not be seen in the dark.  Mayor 
Fescemyer mentioned a similar dumpster at Sixth Street and California Avenue.  
President Favo noted that the Borough’s Dumpster Ordinance required dumpsters to 
have reflective material on them so that they could be seen in the dark. 
 
Chief Peoples then reported on the Fire Department’s activities for October 2010. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Vice President Ride offered a motion to approve the Minutes from the Regular 
Meeting of October 11, 2010, as written.  Mr. Milberger seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed, 7 to 0. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Financial Committee 
 
Warrants – Vice President Ride moved to approve the Warrant List for October 2010, 
dated November 8, 2010, showing the following expenditures: 
 
 

Fund Amount 

General Fund $265,817.29 
Boulevard Project Fund $8,252.37 
Kerr Museum Fund $3,370.68 
Library Fund $17,010.40 
Liquid Fuels Fund $77,378.44 
Sewer Fund $134,935.33 
Sewer Deposit Fund $265.14 
Capital Fund (Parks) $8,358.49 
Capital Fund (Roads) $104,627.80 
Capital Reserve Fund $ -0- 
Operating Reserve Fund $ -0- 

 
Ms. Saxon seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
2011 Budget Passage  - Vice President Ride offered a motion to accept the 2011 
Preliminary Budget, for final passage at the December 13, 2010 Regular Meeting. 
 
Mr. Scott seconded the motion. 
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Vice President Ride said that the Preliminary Budget would continue to be reviewed, 
but that, in general, the 2011 Borough Budget was complete.  She said this budget 
would be available at the Borough Office during normal business hours for anyone 
who wished to inspect it from now until final passage. 
 
The motion passed 7 to 0. 
 
2011 Bond Refinancing  - Vice President Ride moved to award the refinancing of 
Borough bonds and underwriting to Boenning & Scattergood, Inc. 
 
Ms. Vagley seconded the motion. 
 
President Favo said this process would be revisited in detail, and that the refinanced 
bonds could also act as a financing vehicle for the Borough. 
 
The motion passed 7 to 0. 
 
Resolution No. R36-2010, Authorizing TIF Committee Study – Vice President 
Ride offered Resolution No. R36-2010, and moved for its adoption, a resolution 
authorizing the study of a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Plan, as proposed by Brooks 
& Blair Waterfront Properties, LP, for the River’s Edge of Oakmont development. 
 
Ms. Saxon seconded the motion. 
 
Council Member Donovan said the TIF was a way for the developer, Brooks & Blair, 
to finance a portion of their development of their parcel at the southern end of the 
former Edgewater property.  Essentially, a refund on future tax revenues, the 
developer is asking for $6 million over 15 years. 
 
Mr. Donovan said he would be voting against the TIF plan, saying “the numbers don’t 
work.”  He felt that tax assistance should not be provided when the cost of the 
average home there would be $400,000.  He compared the Brooks & Blair request for 
TIF funding to the adjacent Kacin development, which had not made such a request 
of the Borough, but was reportedly selling homes already. 
 
President Favo said the TIF was not a gift to the homeowner at all, but rather a way 
of offering assistance to the developer.  Mr. Donovan disagreed with this assessment.  
He also noted that the riverfront property being developed was hardly the “blighted” 
area noted in the resolution.  The only successful TIF’s in Allegheny County were 
entirely commercial endeavors, and are not doing well, commented Mr. Donovan.  
“There has never been a 100% residential TIF in Allegheny County,” he said.   
 
President Favo noted that the Brooks & Blair development was not 100% residential, 
either, but a Mixed Use District.  He added that Kacin had actually received a lot of 
help from the state, and that the entire property is a brownfield, which is considered to 
be a “blighted” space. 
 
Noting that developers Brooks & Blair had followed Borough requirements to the 
letter when drawing up their plans, Ms. Vagley said she felt the project benefitted the 
Borough as a whole.  She was in favor of the TIF study so that Council could 
determine if the numbers were as the developer said.  The option to pursue the TIF, 
or not, was still open. 
 
Vice President Ride said she agreed with Ms. Vagley, that the green space and 
design of the development, were worth pursuing. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Mr. Donovan No Ms. Saxon Yes 
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes   

 
The motion passed 6 to 1. 
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President Favo declared the resolution adopted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book 
Volume 31, Page 8, as Resolution No. R36-2010. 
 
 
Public Safety Committee 
 
2011 Animal Control Contract – Mr. Scott offered a motion to enter into an 
agreement with Hoffman Boarding Kennels to provide canine animal control services 
to the Borough in 2011 at a cost of $175.00 per month and $55.00 per emergency 
call. 
 
Mr. Milberger seconded the motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
Next, Mr. Scott offered a motion to enter into an agreement with Hoffman Boarding 
Kennels to provide feline animal control services to the Borough in 2011 at a cost of 
$45.00 per feline and $55.00 per emergency call. 
 
Mr. Milberger also seconded this motion, which passed 7 to 0. 
 
Planning and Economic Development Committee 
 
Resolution No. R37-2010, CITF Grant Application – Council Member Vagley 
offered a motion authorizing the filing of an application for funds with the 
Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County for improvements to Riverside Park.  
 
Vice President Ride seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. Vagley said, if obtained, this grant money would be used for a new track in 
Riverside Park. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Mr. Donovan Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes   

 
The motion passed 7 to 0. 
 
President Favo declared the resolution adopted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book 
Volume 31, Page 9, as Resolution No. R37-2010. 
 
AVRR Concerns Over Developments – Ms. Vagley explained the concerns 
expressed by the Allegheny Valley Railroad (AVRR) with regard to the effects the 
Edgewater developments could have on traffic congestion and railroad crossing 
safety.  President Favo said he was in favor of making early contact with AVRR 
officials so as to avoid problems down the road. 
 
Ms. Vagley agreed to participate in any meetings with AVRR.  Mr. Jamison is to 
contact Mr. Wilson from AVRR to arrange an initial meeting. 
 
Ms. Vagley said she would be reporting on the 5K Race at the next Council Work 
Session. 
 
Public Works Committee 
 
Ordinance No. O35-2010, Amendment to “Sewer Use Ordinance” re:  laterals - 
Mr. Milberger offered Ordinance No. O35-2010, and moved that it be placed on First 
Reading, an ordinance amending Chapter 157 of the Code of the Borough of 
Oakmont, known as “The Sewer Use Ordinance,” with regard to sewer laterals. 
 
Ms. Vagley seconded the motion. 
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On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Mr. Donovan Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Mr. Milberger Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes   

 
The motion passed 7 to 0. 
 
Mr. Milberger then read the ordinance in its entirety.  
 
President Favo declared the ordinance passed on First Reading. 
 
Next, Mr. Milberger moved that the rules be suspended, the ordinance placed on 
Second and Third Reading, read by its short title and finally passed. 
 
Mr. Scott seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Milberger read the ordinance by its Short Title. 
 
President Favo declared the Ordinance enacted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book 
Volume 31, Page 7, as Ordinance No. O35- 2010. 
 
Huston Road Catch Basins – Mr. Milberger said there was currently about $19,000 
remaining in the budget that could be applied to catch basins and sinkholes.  With 
this in mind, he offered a motion to award the contract to replace three (3) catch 
basins on Huston Road to Carlucci Construction Company, Inc. for time and 
materials. 
 
Ms. Vagley seconded the motion. 
 
President Favo asks if the contractor could look into installing barriers over one of the 
catch basins to prevent damage from garbage trucks rolling over it. 
 
The motion passed, 7 to 0. 
 
10th Street Sinkhole – Mr. Milberger also mentioned that a sinkhole in the 600 block 
of Tenth Street, between Maryland and Pennsylvania Avenues, needed to be 
repaired.  He motioned to authorize the Borough Manager to have the sinkhole 
repaired for time and materials if monies were available after the completion of the 
Huston Road catch basin repairs. 
 
Ms. Vagley seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Donovan asked if this had to be bid.  President Favo explained that most of the 
catch basin/sinkhole repair projects have been under $5,000. 
 
The motion passed, 7 to 0. 
 
Communication & Code Committee 
 
Ms. Saxon had nothing to report that evening. 
 
Legal, Zoning & Land Use Committee 
 
Mr. Donovan had nothing to report that evening. 
 
 
UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS – President Favo referred those present to the list 
of public meetings itemized in the Agenda, noting that dates were correct as of 
publication of the Agenda. 
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COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Sewage Fee Increase – Bertha Shearer asked when the new sewage fee increase 
would go into effect.  President Favo told her it would take effect January 1, 2011. 
 
TIF – Mrs. Shearer also said she did not understand why Brooks & Blair even started 
their development if they did not have the money to finance it in the first place. 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  
 
ARB/Delaware Construction Site – President Favo asked Mayor Fescemyer to 
keep the police squad vigilant with regard to parking restrictions along the 
construction site at Allegheny River Boulevard and Delaware Avenue. 
 
Allegheny Plaza Parking  - Vice President Ride asked about the loss of parking 
spaces at the south end of Allegheny Plaza now that Kacin would be pouring a street 
there.  Mr. Jamison said he had yet to find anything in the original plans that show if 
the parking spaces were to be angled or parallel. 
 
It was agreed that this would be studied further.  Mr. Jamison is to set up a meeting 
with Allegheny Plaza owner, Vincent Siciliano. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to conduct that evening, Mr. Milberger offered a 
motion to adjourn to Executive Session.  Mr. Scott seconded the motion, which 
passed 7 to 0.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
L. C. Jensen 
Assistant Borough Secretary 
  
 


