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CALLTO O RDER

The Regular Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to order at 7:01 PM
by President Briney in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 767 Fifth
Street, Oakmont, Pennsylvania 15139.

PLEDGEO FALLEGIANCE

All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

RO LLCALL

Present: Council Members Benusa, Coulter, Facaros, Favo, Friday, Whalen and
President Briney; Mayor Fescemyer; Solicitor Megan Ott; and
Borough Manager Jensen

Visitors: Michael Appel, Tom Bland, Rob Donatucci, Tony Lascola, Rose
O’Connor, Dolly Provenza, Ray Rogers, Jr., Ryan Rose, Shelly Shadle,
Donald Stoner, Jackie Stoner, William Wengerd

APPO INTM ENTS AND SW EARING IN

Re solution No.R35-2016 – Mrs. Friday offered Resolution No. R35-2016 and
moved for its adoption, a Resolution appointing Carol Moore, to fill the vacancy of
Assistant Borough Manager/Secretary created by the resignation of Ryan Jeroski.

Mr. Coulter seconded the motion.

The motion passed 7 to 0.

President Briney declared the Resolution adopted. Recorded in Ordinance Book
Volume 33, Page 48, as Re solution No.R35-2016.

Ms. Moore was sworn in by Mayor Fescemyer.

REGISTERED CO M M ENTS FRO M TH EPUBLIC

DollyProve nza –Ms. Provenza commended the Parks Crew for their hard work
during the memorial bricks project.

Rose O ’Connor– School Crossing Guard Rose O’Connor requested that Council
consider a uniform allowance for the School Guards so that they were all properly
and consistently outfitted.

President Briney asked Manger Jensen to handle the request.

APPROVALO FM INU TES

Oc tob e r3,2016 M inute s– Mr. Whalen offered a motion to approve the Minutes
of the Regular Meeting of October 3, 2016, as written.

Mrs. Friday seconded the motion.
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The motion passed 7 to 0.

CO RRESPO NDENCE

Manager Jensen read a letter, dated October 24, 2016, from resident Deborah
Carlberg, regarding her negative experience with Airbnbs in Oakmont. Manager
Jensen said this issue had already been referred to the Planning Commission and
they would be making a recommendation to Council regarding Airbnbs in the near
future.

Also, the Manager read an email, dated November 7, 2016, from Vincent J.
Siciliano, III for VJS Properties LP, regarding a request for extension of Hoffstot’s
Liquor License into their adjacent parking lot. Manager Jensen suggested the
request be referred to the Solicitor for further review. Mr. Favo questioned why
the Borough had received no notice from the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board
(PLCB), and noted that there was a Notice posted in Hoffstot’s parking lot.

Mr. Whalen asked for a date by which the Council must file an objection to the
permit with the PLCB. Solicitor Ott believed she would have enough time to
review and file any objections, as needed. To date, the Borough has not received
any notifications from the PLCB, nor any information from the owners of
Hoffstot’s about this permit.
Mr. Favo referred to the previous letter about the Airbnb rentals. He asked
President Briney for a time frame for the Oakmont Planning Commission to
respond to the issue. President Briney said Planning Commission was looking into
the issue from a land use perspective, and that January would be the earliest to
expect a recommendation from the Planning Commission.

Mayor Fescemyer will be writing an objection about Airbnbs, as well. He said he
has an Airbnb operating two doors down from his own home. President Briney
stated that Airbnb has stated safety regulations in place and explained the basics of
Airbnb use to the attending public. He said the Planning Commission was
seriously considering the matter. Mr. Coulter noted that this was the second letter
Council has received on this issue, and that many residences in Oakmont are listed
as having an Airbnb.

CO UNCILPRESIDENT’S REM ARKS

President Briney addressed the matter of a new Eligibility List to be prepared by
the Civil Service Commission. He requested that Oakmont Borough Council
consider asking the Civil Service Commission for an updated list.

Mr. Favo questioned the hiring status of the current officer candidate for a full-time
patrol officer’s position. Because this involved personnel matters, Council went
into Executive Session at 7:23 PM. President Briney called the Regular Meeting
back to order at 7:37 PM.

In the October Council Meeting, the Recreation Board presented information
about the installation of lights for dek hockey rink and the concomitant request to
keep the Park open post dusk. Council wanted time to collect residents’ comments
on the proposed changes before making a decision.

Manger Jensen said that three residents had offered their comments. No one
expressed opposition to the lights, but all requested the park close no later than
10 PM.
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President Briney requested a motion on the issue. But first, Mr. Benusa asked for
clarification of the changes to 10 PM closing time, and Mr. Favo confirmed that the
lights would not be on when the hockey rink was not in use.

Mr. Whalen asked about the funds for the lighting and if the donation had been
approved by Council. Ms. Jensen confirmed that initially the donations were given
directly to the Recreation Board, and not the Borough. Mr. Whalen said he wanted
to ensure that Council knows precisely where any donations comes from, and vote
on whether or not they can be accepted. The dek hockey rink is under the control
of the Borough, so any donations to the Recreation Board ultimately transfer to the
Borough, noted President Briney.

Mrs. Friday offered a motion to approve the expanded hours for dek hockey play at
Riverside Park until 10 PM, and to approve the installation of lights at the rink
through a donation from the Dek Hockey Association.

Mrs. Facaros seconded the motion.

The motion passed 7-0.

Mr. Whalen requested the specific amounts of the Dek Hockey Association’s
donations for the lights and installation. Mr. Tom Bland of the Recreation Board
submitted the amounts as $14,350 for the acquisition of the lighting and $11,200
for the installation.

Mrs. Friday offered a motion to accept these donations.

Mr. Whalen seconded the motion.

The motion passed 7-0.

President Briney said he appreciated the dedication of the Recreation Board in
supporting the Dek Hockey Association’s fundraising for lights and said it will be a
great benefit to the Oakmont community.

Next, President Briney asked the Council for volunteers to be a Delegate and an
Alternate to the Allegheny County Boroughs Association (ACBA). Since there were
no volunteers, he asked Council to reconsider this request and said this would be
back on the Agenda for the next Council Work Session on November 14, 2016.
Mrs. Friday inquired if it had to be a Council member, President Briney said that it
did.

Finally, President Briney addressed the recent $85,000 grant awarded for the Plum
Creek Restoration Project grant for bioengineering and flood mitigation work
along Plum Creek. President Briney thanked Mr. Benusa and Bankson Engineers
for their hard work and dedication in securing these funds. Mrs. Friday requested
that this news be included in the Borough newsletter.

SO LICITO R’S REPO RT

Solicitor Ott advised the audience that the just-held Executive Session was to
discuss personnel and legal matters.

M AYO R’S REPO RT

Oc tob e rPolice Re port– Mayor Fescemyer had nothing to report.
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Oc tob e rVolunte e rFire De pa rtm e ntRe port– There was no report.

BO RO UGH M ANAGER’S REPO RT

Pre se nta tion ofPre lim ina ry2017Bud g e t– Manager Jensen reviewed the
contents of the Preliminary Budget information recently sent to Council in their
packets.

Per the request of the Finance Committee, operation and capital expenses were
separated out this year. Ms. Jensen made suggestions for capital expenses to
approve and listed other capital requests that Oakmont Borough Council may also
want to approve. Manager Jensen said there were three options for these capital
requests:

1)Council could defer certain capital requests to another year; 2) Council
could raise the millage rate to accommodate certain capital requests; or,
3)Council could review the General Fund cash balance closer to the end of
year and apply certain capital requests to this cash.

Council has the next three scheduled meetings to refine the 2017 Budget said Ms.
Jensen, or at the Council’s discretion, more meetings can be added to finalize the
budget by December 31, 2016. Manager Jensen said the Preliminary 2017 Budget
would be available at the Borough Office, the Library, and on the Borough website
for the next 10 days.

Mr. Whalen thanked the Borough Manager for her work and for the informative
presentation.

President Briney said one of Council’s goals was to simplify the budget process,
and urged Council to digest and thoroughly review the budget. Mrs. Friday asked
for clarification from President Briney on where to start with the Budget for the
next Council Meeting. President Briney suggested starting with the General Fund
to gain an overall understanding, then to work back through the other funds,
reviewing the priorities set by Council and the Boards for the next meeting.
Manager Jensen pointed out that the lists of capital requests were at the end of
each fund’s budget.

President Briney commending the Borough Manger on a clear and concise
presentation of the Budget, and the hard work of both her and her staff. He also
reminded the Council to keep the focus on the important issues.

Council Member Benusa said he wanted to see actual trends over 5 years, showing
any increases or decreases by department, including any millage changes. Manager
Jensen said that the Borough’s millage rate had only gone up once in nine years, in
2016. Mr. Favo remarked that it may be hard to compare trends on revenue. Mr.
Benusa said he wanted to see a “more macro scale.” Manager Jensen commented
that the current report was very transparent. Mr. Benusa recognized this, but still
wanted a breakdown to include two more prior years for a total of five previous
years. Manager Jensen said she would complete this task for the next Council
Work Session.

Lib ra ryDa m a g e Upd a te – Manager Jensen confirmed that the Library had over
$27,000 worth of damages from the recent flooding event on August 28. The
Borough’s insurance policy does not cover flood damage and we have a $25,000
deductible, said Ms. Jensen, so the Borough will receive only about $2,000 from the
insurance company for damages. Mr. Benusa asked for details about the damage.
Manager Jensen explained how the Library became flooded from the rain event on
August 28. Mr. Benusa wanted to see if there could have been any preventative
maintenance done and to ensure that the carpet would not need to be replaced in
the event of future water damage.
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Tre e sDown Along Da rk H ollow Roa d – Manager Jensen reported that several
large trees had fallen on property on the north side of Dark Hollow Road. The tree
company contracted by the Borough had to find a crane large enough to haul away
these very large trees, estimated to weigh around 200 ton. The owner of the
property, upon whose property the Borough believes the trees fell, is questioning
that the trees fell on her property.

Spe e d wa y– Upd a te on Exte nd e d H ours– Ms. Jensen said that Speedway
wanted to pursue the 24-hour/ 7-day a week trial schedule permanently and was
asking for instructions on how to proceed. Manager Jensen reported neither the
police nor the Borough, not Speedway had any incidents reported at Speedway
during the six-month trial period. Mrs. Friday explained that Council wanted that
time to see if there would be any problems, and since there were not, she
questioned the need for any future presentations from Speedway. Manager Jensen
noted that Speedway would be the only business in Oakmont that was open 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.

Mr. Benusa wanted written statements from the police and the Borough that there
had been no incidents at Speedway and Chief Ford in writing for the record. Mr
Favo and Solicitor Ott also agreed. Manager Jensen will get these statements to
Council.

Storm Se we rLine Bre a k – Manager Jensen reported on the storm sewer collapse
at the north end of Fifth Street from the rain event on August 28. Storm water
backed up into the house at 1029 Fifth Street. The line will need to be replaced.
Mr. Whalen inquired about an old problem with a swale nearby. Mr. Benusa said
this was not from that issue and the fix would be expensive because the house is
older with older sewage design. Mr. Benusa also warned of a secondary issue to
replace the rest of the corrugated pipe for about 30 more feet. Ms. Jensen
anticipated these repairs would be expensive.

CO UNCILLIAISO N REPO RTS

Fina nce & Te c hnolog y

Oc tob e rW a rra nts– Mr. Whalen offered a motion to approve the Warrant List for
October 2016, dated October 31, 2016, including expenditures totaling
$687,158.02 for all funds, as follows:

Fund Amount

General Fund $309,463.63
Boulevard Project Fund $18,430.12

Kerr Museum Fund $2,840.15
Library Fund $149,942.53

Liquid Fuels Fund -0-
Sewer Fund $173,753.86

Capital Fund (Parks) $8,609.73
Capital Fund (Roads) $25,118.00
Capital Reserve Fund -0-

Mr. Coulter seconded the motion, which passed 7-0.
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Council Member Whalen asked about a discrepancy he saw in the Library Fund
pertaining to the Bond payment. He pointed out that the General Obligation Bond
does not match with accounts in the Library Fund. Mr. Favo said it may not be
labeled correctly. Mr. Whalen wanted this investigated and the Borough Manager
agreed. Mr. Whalen said he wanted to submit this question to the Finance
Committee.

Mr. Whalen addressed the Council about changes in wireless facilities being able to
be put in municipal right-of-way. Wireless companies have petitioned the
Pennsylvania Utilities Commission (PUC) for utility status, which would enable
them to install towers in row without municipal permission. Mr. Whalen wanted
to examine how this could impact the Borough. He is also aware of a petition filed
with the PUC to stop this request. He urged Council to think about this matter and
add it to the next meeting Agenda.

President Briney said this matter was already on the Planning Commission
Agenda, and the Solicitor was reviewing relevant land use laws. Mr. Coulter
suggested this would be a good matter to discuss at the ACBA meeting once a
delegate is chosen. Mr. Whalen agreed to contact the Cohen law Group to discuss
this issue.

Environm e nt

Mr. Benusa wanted to amend the Minutes of the September 6, 2016. Manager
Jensen asked that he put his comments in writing so they could be added to the
present meeting’s Minutes, since the September 6 meeting Minutes had already
been approved by Council.

Specifically, Mr. Benusa said he had reported that Folino Construction has installed
a new 48” storm water drain pipe on the former Parente/D’Angelo properties. Mr.
Benusa said that the elevation of the new pipe was approximately 12”-18” higher
than the still in-place culvert along the old access road to the Parente property,
potentially restricting storm water flow from the Greenwich Court storm water
drainage system. He felt that once Mr. Folino received his NPDES permit, this issue
should be discussed with Mr. Folino. He also said that this old culvert pipe has not
been cleaned out, and was over half full with sediment.

Mr. Benusa also felt there was a storm water drainage issue along in the Twelfth
Street watershed, and that this issue also needed to be addressed.

Mr. Benusa also commented on the Spring Trail in Dark Hollow Woods, which had
sustained considerable damage from recent heavy rains, and that there appeared to
be a safety issue around the area where the spring was located. Recent trail work
had improved the drainage along the trail, but it appeared that excess storm water
was flowing from Pennsylvania Avenue into the Park parking lot and down the old
steps. In addition, it appeared that recent developments in upper Dark Hollow
Woods Creek watershed had caused an increase in storm water flow, which caused
increased erosion within the creek bed and had damaged the bridge at the bottom of
Spring Trail.

Ms. Jensen reported that the Park bridge and other storm damage was already in
the process of being restored.

Mr. Benusa commended President Briney on his work securing the Plum Creek
Restoration Grant.
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Pub lic Sa fe ty

Mr. Coulter had nothing to report.

Ed uc a tion/Re c re a tion

Mrs. Facaros reported that the new Friends of the Riverfront Executive Director
was an Oakmont Resident.

Pub lic W orks

Mr. Favo notified Council that the trench work at Pennsylvania Avenue and
Allegheny River Boulevard would begin soon. This work is to replace the old catch
basins and to improve water collection coming down Pennsylvania Avenue. This
work may help to alleviate flooding problems in the future, he said.

Ad m inistra tion/Culture

Mrs. Friday had nothing to report.

M ISCELLANEO US ITEM S

Mayor Fescemyer asked about the status of the installation of the flashing beacon
light at Third Street and Hulton Road. Manager Jensen said installation would be
complete after the first of the year. Weather should not be an issue for installation.

Mr. Favo asked President Briney if the beacon could be addressed at a later date in
case traffic plans change. Mrs. Friday suggested revisiting the flow of traffic from
Third Street after the beacon installation. She said she still considered the current
traffic patterns off the bridge to be dangerous. Mrs. Friday, herself, had a recent
near-miss accident at the intersection of Third and Hulton Avenue which only
reinforce her concerns. She has spoken with the past Chief, Sergeant Eaton and
the Mayor about this. President Briney suggested a trial period to note any
changes and to gather data from the Police Department regarding accidents,
violations, etc.

Mrs. Facaros discussed the turning pattern at Third and Hulton, the left turn out of
the high school, and the need for a more efficient traffic pattern. Mrs. Facaros also
noted the frequent bottleneck at Allegheny Avenue going towards the Hulton
Bridge.

The Mayor said that Interim Chief Ford would talk with PennDOT about signage,
and whether or not Third Street should become a permanent right-turn only
street. Chief Ford noted that traffic moves very quickly off the Bridge now, so the
traffic is backing up right off the Bridge into Oakmont, too.

CO M M ENTS FRO M TH EPUBLIC

There were no comments from the Public.
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ADJO URNM ENT

President Briney reiterated to Council to focus on the General Fund and priority
spending for the next Council meeting discussion on Budget.

There being no further business to conduct that evening, Mr. Coulter offered a
motion to adjourn.

Mr. Whalen seconded the motion.

The motion passed 7 to 0.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Cooper Jensen
Borough Manager

Transcribed by:
Carol Moore


