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CALL TO ORDER 

 
The Regular Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to order at 7:01 PM by 
President Favo in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 767 Fifth Street, Oakmont, 
Pennsylvania 15139.  
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:  Council Members Donovan, Ride, Saxon, Scott, Vagley and President Favo; 

Solicitor Shoop; Chief DiSanti (dep. 8:16 PM); Borough Manager Jamison 
and Assistant Borough Secretary Jensen 

 
Excused: Mayor Fescemyer and Mr. Milberger 
 
Visitors: Joanne Anderson, Jack Artman, Dorothy Calfe, Victor Calfe, Nathan English 

(dep. 8:15 PM), Patty Friday, Paul Jenkins, Bill Peoples (dep. 7:58 PM), Matt 
Provenza, Martin Stahl, Summer Tissue, John Wojtyna (arr. 7:07 PM) 

 
 
 
REGISTERED COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
No one was registered to speak that evening. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
Arboretum Trail Landscape Maintenance Bid Awards – Joanne Anderson, chairman of 
the Oakmont Boulevard Project Board said the Board hoped that Council would not select the 
lowest bidder, JML Landscaping, Inc., for the Arboretum Trail Landscape Maintenance 
contract.  Ms. Anderson read a statement outlining why they had been unhappy with JML’s 
performance when they had previously held the contract. The Board was encouraging 
Council, instead, to accept next lowest bidder, The Brickman Group, Inc., whom they had 
been very pleased for the last three years’ contract.  Ms. Anderson also submitted copies of 
correspondence between the Board and JML expressing unhappiness with JML’s 
performance, and a letter from another Boulevard Project Board member, Sheri Ehrlich, 
stating specifically why she had been unhappy when working with JML.  
 
President Favo thanked Ms. Anderson and the other Board members present, noting that the 
ample documentation presented would make a good case for Council opting to select the 
next lowest bidder on this project. 
 
Shade Tree Pruning & Removal Bids – Shade Tree Commission Chairman, John Wojtyna, 
asked Council if he could split the pruning and removals between two bidders.  He said BJ 
Tree Service was lowest on removals, and Cheap Service was lowest for pruning, although 
they did not bid on five streets.  He asked for the Solicitor’s recommendation on this issue. 
 
Mr. Wojtyna went on to say he was unhappy with some of the work methods he had observed 
with Cheap Tree Service, and cited safety issues, in particular, but that he had no such 
complaints regarding BJ Tree Service. 
 
Solicitor Shoop said he saw no problem with splitting the pruning and removal bid awards 
since we were dealing with independent contractors.  He wondered if anyone has queried the 
bidders to see if they were amenable to splitting the contract since it meant they would both 
be making less money on the job. 
 
Borough Manager Bruce Jamison then asked that Council go into Executive Session to 
discuss this matter.  Council adjourned to Executive Session at 7:21 PM, and reconvened at 
7:42 PM. 
 
Martin Stahl, owner of Cheap Tree Service asked to address Council.  He said he resented 
Mr. Wojtyna’s comments about his men not operating safety.  He said he has been in the tree 
service business for over 30 years and had worked with many other municipalities, as well as 
PennDOT, without any complaints about safety issues.  “We know what we’re doing,” he said.  
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He also stated that he did go street-by-street to look at each tree when preparing his bids, and 
if there were five streets missing, it was because they were missing from his copy of the bid 
documents. 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 
Commercial Parking District - President Favo reported the Borough Office was in the 
process of getting all the Borough’s existing Vehicle Code ordinances into electronic form. 
 
309 Pennsylvania Avenue – President Favo said he noticed the street had been dug up in 
front of 309 Pennsylvania Avenue and that the contractor had done a very poor repair job.  
He asked the Borough Manager to contact them. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Riverview Ecology Club – President Favo read a letter, dated November 11, 2011, from 
Riverview High School student, Alexis Teitelbaum, requesting 20 free recycling containers 
from the Borough for their Ecology Club.  President Favo turned the request over to Mr. 
Jamison to take action on. 
  
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

 
Solicitor Shoop said he had nothing official to report that evening, but wanted to alert Council 
that Governor Corbett had signed a bill into law that increasing the dollar amounts on projects 
which must be advertised for bid.   
 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Tax Anticipation Note Update – Mr. Jamison said he had met with two banks and requested 
2012 Tax Anticipation Note proposals from each.  He has received a firm proposal from one 
bank.  He is waiting for the second bank to submit a fee schedule. He thinks the Borough will 
need a note of approximately $300,000.00 to $400,000.00.  We will have one year to pay 
back the note. 
 
Park Renovation Project Update – Northern Athletic is paving the track right now. And 
should be putting on the top coat tomorrow, reported the Borough Manager.  In the spring, 
once temperatures permit, a synthetic surface will be installed on both the track and tennis 
court. 
 
President Favo said that he had visited the work site at that Park that day and noted they 
were using laser beams to level surfaces.  With regard to where we are cost-wise, President 
Favo said we were reportedly operating at the $30,000 deficit, which later turned into the 
project being $78,000 in the black.  He said Council needed to look hard at cost overruns like 
the pavilions, which had been budgeted at $62,000, but have cost the Borough to date 
$73,000, instead. 

 
Mr. Jamison stated that a state CoStars contract had helped decrease the cost of new 
ceilings for the pavilion, and said he would get President Favo a breakdown of the costs and 
discuss them with him tomorrow. 

 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Monthly Police Report – In Mayor Fescemyer’s absence, Police Chief DiSanti asked if he 
could still deliver his Police Report for October.  Chief DiSanti read portions of this report to 
those present. 

 
Hulton Road/Wade Lane Turn-Off – Chief DiSanti said he had received a letter on October 
26, 2011 from PennDOT on the results of their Wade Lane traffic tests.  PennDOT did find 
that motorists are using Wade Lane as a cut-thru to avoid having to continue on in the Hulton 
Road rush hour traffic.  PennDOT has given the Borough permission to restrict right-hand 
turns from Hulton Road onto Wade Lane during the morning rush hours, the Chief 
announced. 
 
Auxiliary Police By-Laws – Chief DiSanti noted that the Mayor, Solicitor Shoop and he had 
met on revising the Oakmont Auxiliary Police By-Laws to allow 18-year olds to apply for 
membership.  
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Hulton Bridge Inspections – Referring to recent resident complaints over the traffic jams on 
Hulton Road due to PennDOT inspections on the Hulton Bridge, Chief DiSanti said he had no 
control over how or when the inspections were done. This time, PennDOT had forgotten to 
request police traffic control, but as of the second day, his men were there. He told the 
audience that 40,000 cars crossed the Bridge every day.   
 
Finally, Chief DiSanti said he had included some notes in his report for Council on parking 
enforcement, that he had attended the funeral of slain Lower Burrell Police Officer Derek 
Kotecki as a chaplain for Fraternal Order of Police, and then read a letter to all from Oakmont 
resident Sue Martin which he said he thought was “wonderful.” 
 
Monthly OVFD Report – There was no report on the Fire Department’s activities for October 
2011 delivered that evening. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
September 12, 2011 – Vice President Ride offered a motion to approve the Minutes, as 
amended, from the Regular Meeting of September 12, 2011.  Mr. Scott seconded the motion.  
Referring to a Work Session discussion on Minutes’ format, Ms. Vagley said she had 
reviewed several months of Minutes and did not think the format needed to be changed. 
 
The motion passed, 6 to 0. 
 
October 10, 2011 - Ms. Ride next offered a motion to approve the Minutes, as amended, 
from the Regular Meeting of October 10, 2011.  Ms. Vagley seconded the motion, which 
passed, 6 to 0. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Financial Committee 
 
Warrants – Vice President Ride moved to approve the Warrant List for October 2011, dated 
November 14, 2011, showing the following expenditures: 
 
 

Fund Amount 

General Fund $195,721.29 
Boulevard Project Fund $7,543.79 
Kerr Museum Fund $2,385.85 
Library Fund $25,094.01 
Liquid Fuels Fund $8,217.30 
Sewer Fund $137,042.73 
Sewer Deposit Fund $  -0- 
Capital Fund (Parks) $41,551.00 
Capital Fund (Roads) $9,066.38 
Capital Reserve Fund $  -0- 
Operating Reserve Fund $305.00 

 
Mr. Donovan seconded the motion, which passed 6 to 0. 
 
Ordinance No. O18-2011, Act 32 Earned Income Tax Compliance – Vice President Ride 
offered Ordinance No. O18-2011 and moved that it be passed on First Reading, an ordinance 
amending Act 511 of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the Local Tax Enabling Act, and 
Oakmont Borough Ordinance No. 1889, the Earned Income Tax Ordinance, to reflect the 
changes of Act 32, effective January 1, 2012. 
 
Ms. Vagley seconded the motion. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Mr. Donovan Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 

 
The motion passed 6 to 0. 
 
Ms. Ride read the ordinance in its entirety.  
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President Favo declared Ordinance No. O18-2011 passed on First Reading. 
 
He also said the Ordinance would be considered on Second and Third Readings and for Final 
Passage at the December 12, 2011 Regular Meeting of Council, and that in the meantime, 
anyone who wished could review the entire ordinance on file at the Borough Office, 767 Fifth 
Street, Mondays through Fridays, from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM, prevailing time. 
 
Resolution No. R19-2011, Accepting Kratzenberg & Associates (d/b/a Keystone 
Collections Group) as Local Services Tax Collector – Vice President Ride next offered 
Resolution No. R19-2011, and moved for its adoption, a resolution of the Borough of 
Oakmont, County of Allegheny, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, appointing Kratzenberg & 
Associates, Inc., a Pennsylvania corporation doing business as Keystone Collections Group, 
as the Local Services Tax (“LST”) Collector for the Borough of Oakmont, and who shall 
collect said tax, effective January 1, 2012, in accordance with all previously adopted 
ordinances, resolution, rules and regulations. 
 
Mr. Donovan seconded the motion. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Mr. Donovan Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 

 
The motion passed 6 to 0. 
 
President Favo declared the resolution adopted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book Volume 31, 
Page 42, as Resolution No. R19-2011. 
 
General Employees 2012 MMO – Vice President Ride offered a motion to accept the 
recommendation of the Borough actuarial, Mockenhaupt Benefits Group, Inc., for the 
Borough to budget $61,108.00 in 2012 as its Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) to the 
General Employees’ Pension Plan.   
 
Ms. Vagley seconded the motion, which passed 6 to 0. 
 
Police 2012 MMO – Vice President Ride then moved to accept the recommendation of the 
Borough actuarial, Mockenhaupt Benefits Group, Inc., for the Borough to budget $77,142.00 
in  2012 as its Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO)  to the Uniformed Employees’ Police 
Pension Plan. 
  
Mr. Scott seconded the motion, which passed 6 to 0. 
 
2012 Preliminary Budget – Vice President Ride observed that Council was currently in the 
midst of the budget process.  She announced that the 2012 Preliminary Budget would be 
publicly presented at the December 12, 2012 Regular Meeting, and be available to the Public 
for review for the next 10 days after that.  Copies of the 2012 Preliminary Budget would be 
available for review at the Borough Office, the Oakmont Carnegie Library, and on the 
Borough’s website, she said. 
 
Council will consider passage of the final 2012 Budget at a Special Meeting, to be held on 
Tuesday evening, December 27, 2012 at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers. 
 
 
Public Safety Committee 
 
Springer to OVFD Eligibility List – Mr. Scott offered a motion to approve the addition of 
Michael Robert Springer, 214 Seventh Street, to the Oakmont Volunteer Fire Department 
Eligibility List.   
 
Ms. Saxon seconded the motion, which passed 6 to 0. 
 
Planning and Economic Development Committee 
 
2012-2014 Arboretum Trail Landscape Maintenance Contract Award – Ms. Vagley 
offered a motion to award the contract for the 2012-2014 Arboretum Trail Landscape 
Maintenance Contract to The Brickman Group, Inc., at a yearly cost of $ 29,898.83 for 2012, 
2013, and 2014.   
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Vice President Ride seconded the motion.  Ms. Vagley asked the Borough Manager to do a 
formal letter to the lowest bidder, JML Landscaping, listing the reasons why their bid was not 
accepted. 
 
The motion passed 6 to 0. 
 
2012-2014 North of Hulton Landscape Maintenance Contract Award – Next, Ms. Vagley 
offered a motion to award the contract for the 2012-2014 North of Hulton Landscape 
Maintenance Contract to The Brickman Group, Inc., lowest bidder, at a yearly cost of 
$1,995.00 for 2012, 2013 and 2014.   
 
Ms. Saxon seconded the motion, which passed 6 to 0. 
 
Riverside Park Use Policy – Ms. Vagley offered a motion to approve the 2011 Park Use 
Policy, as prepared and revised by the Recreation Board. 
 
Mr. Scott seconded the motion, which passed 6 to 0. 
 
Kacin Recreational Land Donation – Ms. Vagley reported she had met with Richard Kacin 
and a focus group to discuss the land which Mr. Kacin is proposing for  Borough athletic 
fields.  She remarked that she was supposed to get a proposed drawing from the focus group, 
but had not gotten it so far.  President Favo said he had gotten a copy of the drawing and 
would forward it on to Ms. Vagley.  He also pointed out to group that a sidewalk along Dark 
Hollow Road was a goal of the Planning Commission on this project. 
 
Borough Appraisal – Ms. Vagley said she was asking the Borough Manager for the third 
month now to start obtaining proposals from appraisers for the Borough’s property.  Mr. 
Jamison said he had put money into the 2012 Budget for an appraisal and agreed to begin 
soliciting proposals.  Ms. Vagley repeated that this was the third time Mr. Jamison had been 
asked to do this. 
 
Communication & Code Committee 
 
Resolution No. R20-2011, Appointing Pension Plans Administrator – Ms. Saxon offered 
Resolution No. R20-2011, and moved for its adoption, a resolution of the Borough of 
Oakmont, County of Allegheny, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, appointing the Oakmont 
Borough Manager as Chief Administrative Office of the Borough of Oakmont’s General 
Employees’ and Police Pension Plans. 
 
Vice President Ride seconded the motion. 
 
On a called vote, the votes were as follows: 
 

Mr. Donovan Yes Ms. Saxon Yes 
President Favo Yes Mr. Scott Yes 
Vice President Ride Yes Ms. Vagley Yes 

 
The motion passed 6 to 0. 
 
President Favo declared the resolution adopted.  Recorded in Ordinance Book Volume 31, 
Page 43, as Resolution No. R20-2011. 
 
Legal, Zoning & Land Use Committee 
 
2011 Shade Tree Pruning Contract Award – Mr. Donovan moved that the contract for the 
2011 Shade Tree Pruning be awarded to Cheap Tree Service at a total cost of $62,960.00.   
 
Ms. Vagley seconded the motion, which passed 6 to 0. 
 
2011 Shade Tree Removals Contract Award – Mr. Donovan moved that the contract for 
2011 Shade Tree Removals be awarded to B.J. Tree Service at a total cost of $5,565.00.   
 
Ms. Vagley seconded the motion.   
 
Mr. Jamison noted that this price included stump removals, as well. 
 
The motion passed 6 to 0. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
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Matt Provenza – Mr. Provenza asked about the parking signs on Morris Street.  He 
commented that the rest of the signage put up seemed to be working well, but that no signs 
had yet been installed on Morris Street. 
 
Mr. Provenza said that the Chief had told him earlier there were a few more signs still to be 
erected, and that he would see that Morris Street was done, but they still haven’t been.  The 
Borough Manager agreed to send a memo to the Chief on this. 
 
Mr. Provenza also complained that vehicles were still parking at an angle at Allegheny 
Avenue and Potomac Street, so that drivers did not have a clear view of oncoming traffic 
when pulling out from Potomac onto Allegheny Avenue.  He noted he had also brought this 
up several times before with Council.  Mr. Jamison again agreed to contact the Chief about 
this. 
 
 
UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS – President Favo referred those present to the list of public 
meetings itemized in the Agenda, noting that dates were correct as of publication of the 
Agenda. 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS - There were no miscellaneous items to report that evening. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to conduct that evening, Ms. Saxon offered a motion to 
continue the Regular Meeting to Wednesday evening, November 16, 2011 at 7:00 PM, 
Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 767 Fifth Street, Oakmont, Pennsylvania 15139. 
 
 Mr. Scott seconded the motion, which passed 6 to 0.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lisa Cooper Jensen 
Assistant Borough Secretary 
 
 
 


