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CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Regular Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to order at 7:01 PM 
by President Benusa in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 767 Fifth 
Street, Oakmont, Pennsylvania 15139. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:  Council Members Coulter, DelRosso, Favo, Friday, Galm, and 

President Benusa, Mayor Whaley, Chief Ford, and Interim Borough 
Manager Dilmore 

 
Excused:  
 
Visitors:  Eleanor Schenker, Adam Cummins, David Lowry, Donna [Last name 

illegible], Lew Kulbacki, Ron Slabe, Ryan Ehrlich, Nancy Atkinson 
 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Treasurer Report – Mr. Frederick Favo presented the treasurer’s report to 
Council. 
 
 
 
REGISTERED SPEAKERS 
 

A. John Frydrych, R.A. Smith – Riverview Project 
Mr. Jason Boley and Allen Cummings reported on behalf of John Frydrych and 
requested approval for the project. Mr. Boley presented the plans for the project 
and stated that Senate was going to write an approval letter. Mr. Quade from 
Senate confirmed that the plan should be approved. 
 

Ms. Friday asked if the driveway off of 3rd Street would be one-way. Mr. Boley 
stated it was two-way but that the back road would be one-way.  

 

Mr. Quade stated that they had made the corrections that were requested and 
that Ms. Yon said it should be approved. 

 

Ms. DelRosso would make a motion to approve the project later in the meeting. 

 
 

B. Tony Lascola – Dark Hollow Woods Report 
Mr. Lascola and Ryan Ehrlich presented a Power Point presentation on Dark 
Hollow Woods. Mr. Lascola stated that they had found areas that were dangerous 
during their walkthrough of the park. They showed photos of areas of concern 
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and recommended repairs to increase safety. Mr. Lascola stated they would place 
signs in prominent areas marking dangers.  
 
A discussion took place regarding warning signs at the park.  
 
Ms. DelRosso asked where the money for the repairs to the park would come 
from. 
 
Ms. Powers stated there was money in the Recreation Board budget for Dark 
Hollow Woods. She said if the fence was a maintenance issue, it would change 
where the funds would come from. Mr. Lascola stated one fence was 
maintenance, but the other was not.  
 
Ms. Powers would make a motion to approve the trial for dogs and bicycles 
beginning May 1st later in the meeting.  
 
President Benusa stated access might be delayed to Spring Trail based on the 
repair project’s status. President Benusa also expressed concerns of safety and 
suggested that problem areas be identified and marked like they do on ski slopes. 
 
 

C. Jason McConnell – Dogwood Way 
Mr. McConnell was not present. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Ron Slabe asked about impact fees from Plum Borough regarding improper 
drilling that he had read about in a Tribune Review article. He asked how the 
money was being used. Oakmont Borough Council was not aware of the funds. 
The Borough would look into those fees.  
 
Mr. Slabe apologized for a comment he had made at a previous meeting. Mr. Slabe 
spoke about litter along Allegheny River Boulevard between Verona and 
Washington Boulevard. He spoke about getting a group together to help clean up 
the roads. Council members also recommended the names of people for him to 
contact at other boroughs that might help. 
 
 
Mr. Len Kulbacki presented concerns regarding the 6th Street Corridor and stated 
the property stewardship was on the decline. He asked what he and the OB could 
do to help improve the area.  
 
Mr. Favo stated that there were some issues that Code Enforcement could 
address and make better. 
 
 
Donna DeTurck stated that she and other residents on Morris Street were upset 
with what was happening at Brenntag. She said Brenntag’s large tanker trucks 
used the small streets to avoid the lights. She stated she would like signs to keep 
the large trucks off of the small streets.  
 
President Benusa stated that the Borough had spoken with Brenntag; they were 
allowed to bring tankers in. Brenntag would be utilizing the railroads to access 
the property, but the Borough would look to restrict parking on Allegheny 
Avenue and establish setbacks for a couple of the spots near Hulton Road.  
 
Ms. DeTurck stated that she had observed Brenntag dumping concrete into the 
river and covering it with dirt. 
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Dave Lowry stated that the apartment across from his property was of concern. 
He stated the owner had increased the building from three units to five units 
without a permit. He asked what could be done about it.  
 
President Benusa stated they were waiting for a report from Code Enforcement.  
 
 
 
COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
Minutes of March 18, 2019, Regular Meeting – President Benusa asked for a 
motion to approve the Minutes from March 18, 2019.  
 
Ms. Powers made a motion to approve the Minutes.  
 
Mr. Coulter seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 7-0. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Email from Jim Madia Regarding Dark Hollow Fence 
Mr. Dilmore explained email dated April 2, 2019, from Jim Madia. 
 
Borough Salt 
Mr. Dilmore updated the OBC on a letter regarding the salt for the Borough. He 
also stated that the wastewater treatment report had been forwarded on. 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 
 
President Benusa offered his condolences to the family for Adeline Brown. 
 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
Jay Quade spoke on behalf of Senate Engineering and reported on the projects for 
the Borough.  
 

 
Sinkhole at ARB and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Mr. Quade stated the sinkhole in front of the library had been repaired. 

 

California Avenue and 3rd Street 

Mr. Quade stated the project was completed.  

 

President Benusa asked about the status of the Commons meeting.  

Ms. Diersen stated they were working on getting information for their right-to-
know request. A meeting would be scheduled after the Commons representatives 
reviewed the information. 

 

Dark Hollow Woods Project 
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The wall in Dark Hollow Woods was nearing completion; the restoration work 
was also continuing. He stated woodchips would be put down to help stabilize the 
trail once the weather improved. 

 

A discussion took place about tree removal in Dark Hollow.  

 

Allegheny River Boulevard Wall 

Mr. Quade stated they were waiting for information on the ARB wall to put out to 
bid. He said they were also working on the brick paving. 

 

Dogwood Way Issues 

Mr. Quade stated they were waiting on results to create the report on Dogwood 
Way. 

 

Ms. Powers asked about replacing switchgrass in Riverview Park. Mr. Quade 
would speak with Ms. Yon about it.  

 

 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
 
Short-Term Rental Discussion 

Ms. Diersen stated that she spoke with Mr. Means about the time frames in the 
ordinance. She stated they were based on what the Oakmont Planning 
Commission thought would be reasonable.  

 

A discussion took place regarding the length of time for short-term rentals. Ms. 
Diersen stated if time-frames were to be changed, it would need to be sent back to 
OPC. 

 

Ms. Powers stated she supported the time in the ordinance as it was currently 
written.  

 

Mr. Favo stated he wanted 14-days.  

 

Ms. Friday stated she supported the ordinance as written. 

 

Mr. Coulter and Ms. DelRosso both wanted time to consider the time-frames.  

 

President Benusa stated he supported a time-frame with logic.  

 

Mr. Galm asked Ms. Diersen if a precedent such as the IRS’s time-frame mattered 
or if it was valid to use an IRS standard. Ms. Diersen stated that she didn’t believe 
that the IRS reasoning would strengthen the argument.  

 

A discussion took place regarding the time frames. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Whaley gave a report for March:  
 
1. Police Report for February 

 
- 281 calls for service  
 
- A total of 9 arrests 
 
- 32 warnings for traffic 

 
- Need Borough Tag Number 
 

Mayor Whaley said that there was a constant turnover of part-time officers. He 
stated that other boroughs had increased their starting salaries for officers; he 
stated some thought needed to be put into the salary increase of other boroughs.  

 
 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

1. COG Project List: ADA Ramp Grant and CDBG Sewer Separation at 
Maple Way 
Mr. Dilmore explained those two projects would occur. 

 

2. Duquesne Light Project 

Mr. Dilmore spoke to Duquesne Light about the LED light program for the 
Boulevard. He would submit applications for the program; if approved the 
project would happen in 2020.  

 

3. Letter to Bradley Cunningham, re: Leaf Disposal Report 

Mr. Dilmore spoke to Mr. Cunningham and was told that Mr. Cunningham 
had submitted everything into the State to see if the grant money could be 
used to finance the leaf machine. 

 

4. Duquesne Light Charging Stations/Charge Point Information 

Mr. Dilmore stated that it was possible to install charging posts for electric 
vehicles. He had requested information about the program. 

 

5. Oakmont Yacht Club 117th Regatta Approval Letter 

The letter was sent out. 

 

6. Sewage Compliance Evaluation from Allegheny County 

Mr. Dilmore stated that Joe had told him everything was good.  

 

Mr. Favo asked about the tree removal damage at the track.  Mr. Dilmore 
stated that he was told by Carol that there was nothing in the spec to 
protect the track. He was waiting for more information to pass on to Ms. 
Diersen. He was also in the process of finding the spec for the project. 
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A discussion took place regarding the track damage and claims process. 

 

Mr. Favo asked if three bids had been received for replacement trees. Ms. 
Powers explained how the process went for the replacement trees. 

 

Mayor Whaley asked about the financing of the leaf truck and when it had 
been decided that the truck would not be financed. Mr. Dilmore stated he 
had requested information on financing. 

 

A discussion took place regarding the leaf machine.  

 
 

COUNCIL LIAISON REPORTS 
 

A. Finance & Technology - Council Member Galm 
 

Fund Amount 

General Fund $179,449.01 
Boulevard Project Fund $17,164.26 
Kerr Museum Fund $5,300.00 
Library Fund $59,602.62 
Liquid Fuels Fund $3.00 
Sewer Fund $164,720.52 
Capital Fund (Parks) $2,869.50 
Capital Fund (Roads) $102,607.50 
Capital Reserve Fund $2.00 
TOTAL $531,718.41 

 
1. Warrant List for April 
Mr. Galm made a motion to approve the warrant list for April in the amount of 
$531,718.41. 
 
Mr. Coulter seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 7-0. 
 
Mayor Whaley asked if the stormwater exploration on Dogwood Way had come 
out of the roads fund. 
 
Mr. Favo stated it should have been from catch basins in the Capital Roads fund. 
 

2. Treasurer’s Report 
Ms. Powers asked if the Capital Reserve fund’s $100k had been used. President 
Benusa stated it would be paid out once the project was completed.  
 
A discussion took place regarding the project for tree removal and laying of rock.  
 
Ms. Powers asked if the $100k would be used up by the projects. President 
Benusa stated that it would be.  
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   B. Administration/Planning – Council Member Friday 
 

1. Dark Hollow Fence Letter 

Ms. Friday stated that Jim Madia sent in a letter concerning the fence. She 
explained the history of the fence and its repairs. 

Ms. Friday stated the OBC needed to decide if the repairs should continue or if 
there was another plan.  

 

President Benusa stated Bob was going to increase the size of the trail to 
establish access to the split-rail fence. 

 

A discussion took place regarding the fence in Dark Hollow.  

 

Ms. Friday stated they should have Bob Springer look at the fence and give a 
report.  

 

2. Hulton Road Tree Planting Update 

Ms. Friday stated that the Tree Commission had placed flags in the ground for the 
trees to be planted on May 11th. They were requesting volunteers for the 
planting.  

 

Ms. Friday stated the insurance company, Bob Springer, and Mr. Dilmore would 
inspect for safety on the parks on April 29th. 

 

President Benusa thanked Mr. Crooks for his work on the trees. 

 
C.  Environment/Recreation – Council Member Powers 

 
1.  Dark Hollow Woods Trial Period 

Ms. Powers made a motion to approve the trial period request made by the 
Recreation Board to allow dogs and bikes in Dark Hollow woods per the 
discussion during the OBC meeting. 

 

A discussion took place regarding the dogs and bikes in Dark Hollow.  

 

Mr. Coulter seconded the motion. 

 

The motion passed 7-0. 

 

2.  Track Repairs 

Ms. Powers asked for info on track repairs and grant money. 

 

Mr. Dilmore stated that the bids for the track were for 90 days, and today was the 
75-day mark; the decision needed to be made as to what to do for the track. 
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Ms. DelRosso stated if the funding came in, the money from the grant would not 
arrive until August. She asked if the 90-days could be extended.  

 

A discussion took place regarding the funding of the track.  

 

Ms. Friday asked if the scope of repairs had changed with the damage from the 
tree removal.  

 

President Benusa stated he should come back out to examine the track. EPD 
would contact the bidder, ask for an extension, and find out when he was 
planning to mobilize.  

 

3.  Recreation Board and Park Maintenance Meeting 

Ms. Powers reported on the meeting. They had discussed the park walk-throughs. 
They made an effort to identify future projects and issues. She stated that aside 
from the track and ball field, there didn’t seem to be major issues. She would 
create a list once the full report was received. 

 

Ms. DelRosso stated it would be good to have the Recreation Board present those 
findings at an OBC meeting.  

 
 

D.  Public Safety – Council Member Coulter 
 

Mr. Coulter did not have a report.  
 

 
E.      Education/Cultural – Council Member DelRosso  
 
Ms. DelRosso stated that the Kerr Museum had a successful show and would have 
numbers at the next meeting. 

 
1. Website Updates and Progress 
Ms. Del stated the website was open and functioning. 
 
President Benusa asked her if the agenda was easily accessible.  
 
Ms. DelRosso would look into it The archived minutes did not pull over; she 
would contact the web designer.  
 

 
2. Grant Updates 

Ms. DelRosso stated that she wrote a memo for everyone to read to fully 
understand the status of grants and where she was at with the process. She 
requested permission to spearhead the projects listed in her memo.  
 

3.  Signage Replacement 
    Ms. Del Rosso asked for the process of replacing the signage and whether a work 

order was needed. 
 

Mr. Dilmore stated there was a large sign library in the basement. He said to send 
a list of which signs were needed.  

 
4. Motion to Approve Riverview School District Project 
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Ms. DelRosso made a motion to approve the Riverview School District’s site plan 
modifications and incorporated changes approved by Senate Engineering. 

Mr. Galm seconded the motion.  
 
The motion passed 7-0 
 

 
F.      Public Works – Council Member Favo 

1.  2019 Paving Update/Bids 

Mr. Favo reviewed the update and memo.  

 

Mr. Favo made a motion to award and approve the 2019 base bids alternate 1 
and alternate 3 to Tresco Paving. 

 

Mr. Coulter seconded the motion. 

 

The motion passed 7-0.  

 

2.  Kayak Park Updates and Information 

i. Motion to Hire Senate Engineering to Provide the Design of Chateau Beach 
Park  

Mr. Favo made a motion to hire Senate Engineering to provide the design of 
Chateau Beach Park. 

 

Ms. DelRosso seconded the motion. 

 

The motion passed 7-0. 

 

Mr. Favo stated that the Ad Hoc had made a list of priorities for the park.  

 

Mr. Galm asked if the design was for the whole park or just for Phase 1. 

 

Mr. Favo stated it was for Phase 1. 

 

A discussion took place regarding the wall and options for handling the wall. 

 

Ms. Powers asked who the project manager would be and the logistics of the 
project.  

 

Mr. Favo stated it was a Council Project.  

 

Ms. Powers stated that at some point the whole Recreation Board should be 
included in the process.  
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ii. Motion to Apply for a Grant in the Amount of $250,000 with the 
Greenway, Trails, and Recreation Program 

Mr. Favo made a motion to apply for a grant in the amount of $250,000 with the 
Greenway, Trails, and Recreation Program. 

 

Mr. Coulter seconded the motion. 

 

The motion passed 7-0. 

 

Ms. DelRosso asked if the $15,000 was just for the design of the first phase.  

 

Mr. Favo stated that was correct. 

 

Mr. Galm asked if the $250,000 was for the whole project.  

 

Mr. Favo stated it was for Phase 1 only. 

 

iii. Motion to Adopt Chateau Beach Park as the Official Name 

Mr. Favo made a motion to adopt Chateau Beach Park as the official name of the 
park. 

 

Mr. Coulter seconded the motion. 

 

The motion passed 7-0.  

 

A discussion took place regarding the name of the park. 

 

Mr. Favo made a side note of the Maple Way Grant; it had a 60/40 split. He stated 
that $35,000 should be put away for the split on the budget in 2020.  

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

There were no miscellaneous items.  

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Mr. Lascola stated that if the fence in Dark Hollow were expanded, it would create 
issues and maintenance. He also asked how to get more members of the Recreation 
Board involved on the Ad Hoc Committee for Chateau Beach. He stated they would 
like to have more information on the park. 
 
Nancy Atkinson commented on the Dark Hollow fence. She stated she would like to 
see a continuation of the fence along the border. She stated she would look into 
having dog walkers help do the repairs. She also said there should be chicken wire 
or something added to the fence to keep dogs from going through it.  She 
commented the new website looked great, but the latest agenda was not updated 
and the minutes were not updated.  
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Mr. Favo asked if the Recreation Board had a chairman named yet.  
 
Ms. Powers stated they had not named one yet.  
 

 

UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The calendar for upcoming meetings was reviewed. 

 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Coulter made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session. 
 
Mr. Galm seconded the motion. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:44 PM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted and recorded, 
 
 
Bianca Labrador 
 


