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CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Regular Meeting of Oakmont Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 PM 
by President Benusa in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 767 Fifth 
Street, Oakmont, Pennsylvania 15139. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
All those who were present and able stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:  Council Members Coulter, DelRosso, Favo, Friday, Galm, Powers, 

and President Benusa; Borough Manager Fodi; Chief Ford; Ms. 
Diersen, Solicitor 

 
Excused: Mayor Whaley 
 
Visitors:  Ron Brusco, Martha Graham, Annie Stavrakis, Michele Brusco, 

Karyn Brooks, Nancy Atkinson, Brigitte Bouchat, Melissa Shontz, AJ 
Vita Jr., Bonnie Wilholt, John Gregg, Robin Lazor, Tim Lazor, Jill 
Tabis, Laura Amos, Leslie Wareham, John Doman, Nancy Doman, 
Lisa Reilly, B.J. Schaltenbrand [Illegible], N. Young, Nancy Ride, Judy 
Murray, Peter Weeks, Marylou Gramm, David Brankley, Judy 
Murray, Michael Condron, Kim Butler, Terese M. Connerton, Mark 
Magnuson 

 
 
REGISTERED SPEAKERS 
 
There were no registered speakers. 
 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Jill Tabis, 259 Commons Drive, requested for the OBC to initiate the FEMA buy-
out process. 
 
Melissa Shontz, 433 Tenth Street, expressed concerns about the off-leash dog 
policy. She said, “I am a regular user of the park, and I only learned of this survey 
that is now closed from the Tribune-Review… I then emailed all the members and 
the mayor…I ask that the vote be tabled until more than 1% of Oakmont 
residents can be surveyed. Only 1% were surveyed because they got 82 people to 
respond. They posted it on Facebook on their group, which is highly unlikely to 
be viewed due to the algorithm Facebook has in their default settings…it wasn’t 
posted on the Borough website or at the park itself. During the five-month trial, 
I’m unsure if it started in May or June or ended in November, I think. The minutes 
said Chief Ford reported no injury from dog bites, but complaints were registered 
for dogs on private property. If or when an injury incident does occur and a 
lawsuit is enacted against the Borough, each of the council members will become 
responsible defendants in that lawsuit. And I just ask, do we really want this kind 
of exposure when Allegheny County is currently ready to open a dog park at 
Boyce Park, which is 5 miles away. And it’s going to be designed for the purpose 
of a dog park with chain link fence, different areas for different sized dogs. The 
idea of putting in a split rail fence in Dark Hollow Woods to separate the loose 
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dogs from leash dogs, from the kids, from the elderly - I just don’t feel that that’s a 
very prudent way of exposing ourselves liability-wise. There’s no one there really 
to enforce it. We can’t really afford that. That doesn’t make sense. There’s a 100 
yard or 100-foot rule, I’ve seen it both ways. That the dog owners are to have 
dogs on leash when they leave the car ’til they get to the side of the park that 
they’re allowed to be leash-free.  Nine times out of ten when I’m there, they let 
them free from the car. Also, I’ve been encountered by the dogs with my dogs on 
leash. A puppy and it was a Pitbull. The people are kind about it, and they realize 
they’re in violation, but they seem to continue this behavior. So I find it troubling 
that we’re then going to vote on it tonight about having a permanent situation on 
the north side of the park for leash-free dogs, and also it’s going to intersect into 
the creek area I believe…I ask that Council and Mayor consider tabling this vote 
until a more thorough survey can be done across the whole public, and not this 
narrow sector that has interest in leash-free dogs…” 
 
Pete Weeks, 805 Ninth Street, voiced his opposition to the off-leash dog policy, 
“Pennsylvania has an article 459305A3 that says it’s unlawful to  fail to keep the 
dog under reasonable control of some person…so it doesn’t necessarily say that 
dogs need to be on leashes…and the law I think the most important part is we 
need people who can keep their dogs under control. I think that idea of control is 
the problem… They’re amazing pets, but when they’re off leash, they’re still 
dogs… I sent my opposition in response to that survey… That same day my wife is 
up at the park with my 5-year-old and 2-year-old, and a dog jumps out of a car, 
charges, knocks over my 40-pound daughter on its way to greet another dog 
because it’s out of control. That same weekend, I’m up there running on a trail … 
and a dog comes running and charging at me, and it stops. The owner comes over 
and says, sorry… I think responsible dog owners leash their dogs; they protect 
other dogs as well as people… I don’t think it’s right that us users of the park and 
people of Oakmont should have to fear for the safety of their children, 
themselves, their pets, in our public spaces. We need to enforce the leash laws in 
accordance with our town code and state law, and not convolute them. I mean, 
even before the trial period, it seemed difficult for people to follow the simple 
sign that said leash their dogs. Now we have an a.m./p.m. north-south kind of 
mess. It’s obviously more than many dog owners. I think we should make sure 
we’re enforcing that law to keep dogs on leashes. 
 
Marylou Gramm, 1230 Pennsylvania Avenue, stated that she supported the off-
leash policy, though she does not own a dog. “In my 17 years in walk and hiking, 
no dog has been out of control around me. I enjoy watching the dogs run free; I 
have not been jumped on. I don’t see a problem…what really seems important to 
me tonight is the idea of compromise. My understanding is that democracy 
requires compromise. I think the pilot has been a compromise that met the needs 
of two different kinds of communities that form the community of Oakmont. On 
the one hand, you have people who do not want to be around dogs who are off-
leash, and they have a section of the park all day long where they can be free of 
dogs that are off-leash…the other community owns dogs and wants the 
opportunity to give their dogs exercise, and they have a part of the park all day 
long where those dogs can run off-leash. And that’s a compromise. Nobody gets 
everything they want, and nobody is left without anything they want. As far as 
enforcement goes in terms of the parking lot… I don’t see why it would be a 
problem to have someone monitor that parking lot. We have traffic rules and 
people break them we don’t change them because some people break them. We 
give penalties to people who break them. So, people whose dogs are not on leash 
in the parking lot should be penalized. But I never liked it when my kids in 
elementary school were punished the entire class because one or two kids were 
out of line. I didn’t think collective punishment was how we worked here.  SO if 
people break those rules, not everyone should be punished…if we want to keep 
our community fabric, then I think we should compromise to try and meet the 
needs of all of the people. To me, that’s how democracy works. 
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Karen Brooks, 850 Hulton Road, stated that she was opposed to the off-leash dog 
policy. “I am always looking for safety… I try to keep everything as safe as 
possible inside and outside. We all know we can’t control animals 100%. The best 
thing we can do is do our due diligence for the safety of our community and 
everyone in it. My dogs get super excited when I take them to a dog park…I keep 
them contained in the car… I think that a lot of places who have dog parks have 
actually had a lot of errors happen. They haven’t done their due diligence. Such as 
South Fayette, they had a dog mauling, dog on dog. They had an off-leash dog 
park that wasn’t contained. It didn’t have a fence. Now they have a fence, they 
have rules… In Murrysville my family put in and donated a dog park … we have a 
lot of rules we had in place at the initiation at the dog park … Murrysville has a lot 
of parks and trails. In these parks, people have to have leashes on their dogs … 
Six-foot leashes are now what Murrysville requires because a person had a 16 
foot retractable leash and a dog-on-dog incident happened and a dog-on-jogger 
incident happened … When a dog off-leash comes up to a dog on-leash…the dog 
that’s the sweetest dog in the world on-leash can then become empowered to 
save and protect their owner…we need to do our due diligence. I was on the 
board for Collier Township Parks and Rec. dog park liaison… I’ve done my due 
diligence; I am happy to be a member of a dog park committee…we need to keep 
safety for everyone. 
 
Martha Graham, 1220 Virginia Avenue, stated that she was in support of the off-
leash dog walking in the woods, “I think that the trial that we did for the six 
months showed that it can be done successfully… If you want to jog in the woods, 
jog on the side where there are leash laws … or you do the many, many parks and 
trails were dogs are not allowed period. We just don’t have any other places to 
take dogs to get good exercise… I think the other thing that’s important… we need 
specifics…” She suggested taking pictures of troublesome dogs to report them. 
She also suggested developing a way to enforce the rules, so there are 
consequences for people who break the rules.  
 
Brigitte Brouchat, 703 15th Street, expressed her support of the off-leash policy. 
“I think that just because some people choose to be irresponsible, doesn’t mean 
we should punish those who are not…if someone is break the rule, take a picture, 
note the time and date, and report it … The same thing happens every day on the 
street … in terms of in the parking lot … maybe the Borough should consider 
some surveillance up there, better signage. There’s something to be said for 
surveillance elsewhere in the park since other things go on in the park, even if it’s 
signs saying there are cameras hidden elsewhere.”  
 
Tim Lazor, 618 Washington Avenue, stated he was very pro-off leash at Dark 
Hollow. “I would like to suggest some person or persons who support off-leash 
and on-leash that might be a subcommittee of the Rec. Board…really work it out 
amongst themselves…it just feels too much of this is litigated on Facebook and 
NextDoor… If there’s something that can be done additionally with the Rec. 
Board, I think it could take some of the tension out of this.”  
 
Laura Amos, 728 Third Street, expressed support of the off-leash policy. “I do not 
currently have a dog… I just want to say it’s a great community of people up 
there… I will occasionally walk someone else’s dog up there… I have observed 
many times, they often are on mission cleaning up glass, warning of bees nests, or 
there was some yucky stuff from teenagers … they’re very proactive in the 
caretaking of the property. I commend this group of people that takes such an 
active part in keep that park an active place for the community to enjoy. So yes, I 
support the off-leash policy… we should not punish the whole class for one or 
two misbehaving… nobody is trying to get away with breaking the rules. We want 
to honor it. It inspires me to get another dog …”  
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Terry Connerton, 782 Fourteenth Street, expressed her support of the off-leash 
dog policy for her dog, “I the opportunity he gets to run around and jump over 
logs is very few and far between, even though I take him to doggy daycare every 
day. He is very energetic, but I do have control over him. There are times he 
might run by and scare people … but he has never attacked anybody, or bitten 
anybody … it gives him the opportunity he doesn’t usually have … this 
neighborhood has many dog owners… We as dog owners are responsible people. 
And we want to be responsible, because even though the Borough may have 
some risk, we have risk as dog owners. So, it’s very important to us that our 
animals are under control, but can enjoy themselves… I hardly see anybody in 
that park. I may run into one or two people in the off-leash place, but I hardly see 
anybody … since this trial, I’ve seen people be more responsible in the park … I’m 
not saying there’s not problems … but I’m not sure how huge this problem is, and 
I think the six-month trial … has been really good… I think the compromise sort 
of works for everybody …” 
 
Annie Stavrakis, 427 Union, expressed her support of the off-leash dog policy “… 
In England, dogs go into pubs with you. They go into shopping centers with you … 
minimal problems. So, when I come here and I hear of the controversy that is 
going on with the off-leash and on-leash at Dark Hollow Woods … I think you 
have so much to be proud of … and I think we’re losing focus on that. Everybody 
is just focusing on the negatives … You have to train your dog; you have to know 
your dog. I have two dogs … I had breast cancer fifteen years ago, and after a scan, 
they couldn’t find anything, but my dog sniffed out the tumor. Human beings have 
been living with dogs for 20,000 years … we owe everything, or evolution, to 
working together, to being together, to being a community, to being able to 
compromise … I have never had a problem with a dog in that park in the 12 years. 
I have had a problem with a biker almost running me down, but that’s not a 
problem …” 
 
 
COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
Minutes of November 18, 2019, Regular Meeting – President Benusa asked for 
a motion to approve the Minutes from November 18, 2019.  
 
Mr. Galm made a motion to approve the Minutes.  
 
Ms. Powers seconded the motion. 
 
The motion carried 7-0. 
 
Review Minutes from December 2, 2019, Work Session 
President Benusa directed OBC to review the Minutes from the work session. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There were no correspondences. 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 
 
No remarks were made. 
 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
Jay Quade spoke on behalf of Senate Engineering and updated the Borough on the 
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following projects: 
 

- Oakwood Terrace Emergency Stormwater Project 
A discussion took place regarding the project. 

- Handicap Ramp Project 
- 1008 Fifth Street Sanitary Sewer Lateral Project (private project into 

street) 
- Dark Hollow Woods Flood Damage 

A discussion took place regarding the project. 
 
Ms. Powers asked about the status of the leaf pile. 
 

 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Diersen stated updated the OBC on the following items: 

A. Dogs and Bike Use in Dark Hollow Woods Park  
Ms. Diersen updated OBC on the status of the Dark Hollow Woods 
policies. She recommended tabling it until the next meeting. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the policy.  
 
Mr. Favo recommended separating the dog policy from the bicycle use 
policy. 
 
 

B. PEMA Flood Mitigation  
Ms. Diersen updated the Borough on the findings of the PEMA/FEMA 
buy-out program. She stated that it could be an option under one 
funding source that the Borough was looking into. She stated that there 
was not currently an open-application period. There would be a 25% 
Borough contribution. There is also a 2-3 year backlog for the program. 
 
Mr. Fodi explained his interactions with PEMA and the pre-disaster 
mitigation projects he had submitted to PEMA.  
 
A discussion took place regarding the PEMA/FEMA buy-out. 
 
Mr. Quade gave an update on the Commons/Plum Creek project. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Whaley was not present and submitted a written report to the OBC. 
 
Chief Ford stated that Hometown Christmas went well, and that the Police 
Department now has a prescription drop box for year-round collection. He gave 
an update on the camera project. 
 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Fodi reported on the following items: 
 

- Continued discussion on projects within the Plum Creek wastershed 
Mr. Fodi stated there are three items that could be worked on in the 
beginning of 2020: Cleaning up 14th Street Ravine, 12th Street and 13th 
Street Stormwater 
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- Comprehensive Plan Storybook 
Mr. Fodi gave a brief presentation that showed the storybook. 

 

COUNCIL LIAISON REPORTS 
 

A. Finance & Technology - Council Member Galm 
 

Fund Amount 

General Fund $120,432.15 
Boulevard Project Fund $3,135.30 
Kerr Museum Fund $5,384.67 
Library Fund $34,428.93 
Liquid Fuels Fund $0.00 
Sewer Fund $210,352.39 
Capital Fund (Parks) $0.00 
Capital Fund (Roads) $8,778.00 
Capital Reserve Fund $4,260.50 
TOTAL $386,771.94 

 
1. Motion to Approve November Warrant List for $386,771.94 

 
Mr. Galm made a motion to approve the October Warrant List in the amount 
of $386,771.94. 
 
Mr. Coulter seconded the motion. 
 
The motion carried 7-0. 
 

2. Motion to Approve Approve Resolution R21-2019 Maintaining the Real 
Estate Tax Millage at 3.73 mills. 
 
Mr. Galm made a motion to approve approve Resolution R21-2019 
maintaining the real estate tax millage at 3.73 mills. 
 
Ms. Powers seconded the motion. 
 
The motion carried 7-0. 
 

3. Motion to Approve the General Fund Budget for 2020 
 
Mr. Galm made a motion to approve the General Fund Budget for 2020. 
 
Ms. DelRosso seconded the motion. 
 
A brief discussion took place regarding the budget. 
 
The motion carried 7-0. 
 

4. Motion to Approve the Sewer Fund Budget, the Kerr Museum Budget, the 
Boulevard Project Budget, the Recreation Fund Budget, the Library 
Budget and the Capital Reserve Fund Budget for 2020 
 
Mr. Galm made a motion to approve the Sewer Fund Budget, the Kerr Museum 
Budget, the Boulevard Project Budget, the Recreation Fund Budget, the 
Library Budget and the Capital Reserve Fund Budget for 2020. 
 
Ms. DelRosso seconded the motion. 
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The motion carried 7-0. 
 

5. Motion to Release Brenntag Northeast, LLC. Performance Bond 
#019064360 From the July 2018, Facility Expansion Project in the 
Amount of $72,000.00 
 
Mr. Galm made a motion to release Brenntag Northeast, LLC. Performance 
Bond #019064360 from the July 2018, Facility Expansion Project in the 
amount of $72,000.00. 
 
Mr. Coulter seconded the motion. 
 
A brief discussion took place regarding the motion. 
 
The motion carried 7-0. 

 
 
   B. Administration/Planning – Council Member Friday 
 

1. Motion to Approve Resolution R19-2019 Police Employee Contributions 
to the Pension Plan in 2020. 
 
Ms. Friday made a motion to approve Resolution R19-2019 Police Employee 
Contributions to the pension plan in 2020. 
 
Ms. DelRosso seconded the motion. 

 
The motion carried 7-0. 

 

2. Motion to Adopt and Advertise the 2020 Oakmont Borough Council 
Meeting Schedule 
      
Ms. Friday made a motion to adopt and advertise the 2020 Oakmont Borough 
Council Meeting Schedule  
 
Ms. Powers seconded the motion. 
 
The motion carried 7-0. 
 

3. Motion to Approve the 2019/2020 Shade Tree Commission, Tree/Stump 
Removal and Pruning Program Contract 
 
Ms. Friday made a motion to approve the 2019/2020 Shade Tree Commission, 
Tree/Stump Removal and Pruning Program Contract. 
 
Ms. Powers seconded the motion. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the motion. 
 
Ms. Friday commended the Shade Tree Commissioner for his notes and report. 
 
The motion carried 7-0. 
 

4. Motion to Move Funding to Support Shade Tree Removal to the Capital 
Reserve Fund in the Amount of $32,040 
 
Mr. Galm made a motion to move funding to support shade tree removal to the 
Capital Reserve Fund in the Amount of $32,040. 
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Ms. DelRosso seconded the motion. 
 
The motion carried 7-0. 
 
 

C.  Environment/Recreation – Council Member Powers 
 

1. Motion to Approve Resolution R20-2019 Dogs and Bike Use in Dark 
Hollow Woods  Park. 
 

Ms. Powers made a motion to table the motion to approve Resolution R20-
2019 Dogs and Bike Use in Dark Hollow Woods Park to be reviewed by March 
2020. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the motion. 
 
Mr. Galm seconded the motion. 
 
The motion carried 7-0. 
 
 

D.  Public Safety – Council Member Coulter 
 
Mr. Coulter had nothing to report but stated that it had been a pleasure serving 
on the Oakmont Borough Council.  
 

 
E.  Education/Cultural – Council Member DelRosso 
 
 1. Motion to Apply for a PA Small Water $57,875.00 from the 
Commonwealth Finance Authority to be used for Flood Mitigation 
 
Ms. DelRosso made a motion to apply for a PA Small Water $57,875.00 from the 
Commonwealth Finance Authority to be used for flood mitigation. 
 
Mr. Coulter seconded the motion. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the motion. 
 
The motion carried 7-0. 
 
Ms. DelRosso thanked Mr. Favo, Mr. Coulter, Mr. Galm, and President Benusa for 
serving on the Oakmont Borough Council. 
 
 
F.  Public Works – Council Member Favo 

Mr. Favo stated that had been a pleasure serving on the Oakmont Borough 

Council. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

There were no miscellaneous items.  

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Kim Butler, 4 New London Lane, thanked the OBC for their assistance. She spoke 

regarding the flooding issues in the Oakmont Commons. 
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A discussion took place regarding the issues.  

 

Nancy Atkinson, 1330 Pennsylvania Avenue, stated that she had no objection to 

extending the survey for the dog leash policy. She stated the current survey was 

statistically valid. Ms. Atkinson thanked everyone for their service. 

 

BOROUGH MANAGER CLOSING COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Fodi thanked the OBC for accepting him into the community. He thanked Mr. 

Galm for his work with the budget. He also thanked Mr. Coulter, Mr. Favo, and 

President Benusa for their work and knowledge. 

 

UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The calendar for upcoming meetings was reviewed. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Galm made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session. 
 
Mr. Coulter seconded the motion. 
 
The motion carried 7-0. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:39 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted and recorded, 
 
 
Bianca Labrador 
 


